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Subjects, dur:bag lecture, stated that an - 
all-out war effort not primarily important 
act the present titoe and that the German 
ptople were kind and loveable* Dr* .OVER- 
3TBEET was formerly a professor at the City 
College of New York* ^.^/^u 

This investigation is predicated upon a lettejr from the San 
Antonio Field Division dated March 31,, 1942, enclosing a report received from 
Colonel A. W, ROFFE, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, Port Sam Houston,. Texas^ 
This report is quoted as follows: '-.'. 

"Copy of article from Tyler Courier Times of March 11,1942 

^ . 07ERSTREETS TO IECTOEE TONIGHT AT AUDITORIUM . : ' " 

,. 1 ■ ■ _■ ■ y - - . 

Program is Sponsored by Fdrum, AAUW, DAB and Comnmity Council 

Dr* and Mrs* Harry A* Overstreet, writers and phycho* 
logists, will discuss in dialogure the topic. Defense 
Against the Attack Upon Our Minds, tonight at S: 15 o* clock „ 
in the high school auditorium* The Over streets are y 
brought here through the Hogg Foundation of th$ University 
of Texas in co-operation with the Tyler Cojraaunity Council ■ 
for Family living* 
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"Other local sponsor s^of the program include the Tyler 
Woman T £ Forui%fthe Mericad Association. of University 'Women 
vadd'th#'fi^:f^^-- Chapter, D ughters of the American f> 
Kevolufci^lu - . , a :\ v 

Tickets, i^ich are free-will be /available; tonight ;at 
the box office of the auditorium* . I 

Dr* C^e#treet has served as professor of philosophy : 
in the University of Calif orfiia and the University of New . 
York City* H% ^ the author of Influencing Human Behavior, 
About ©rselv^s ^& Psychology for Normal People, The Endur- 
ing Quest and several other volumes* '■■■'.'* Mrs* Overstreet has 
gained recf^ijition as a poetess && is the author of The 
Poetic Way o£ Release, Footsteps on the Earth and Search 
for a Self 4 



Dewey/I&Wrence, member 
introduce the speakers*" 



of the community countii*. will 



■/ 



"Copy of article from Tyler Courier Times of March 12/1942, 

ISOLATIONISM NOT POSSIBLE; IF A^JES ARE TO ^:$X&y^\ \^vr- 

Drv and Mrs* Harry Ar Overstreet i Hogg Foundation _}■■*> 
lecturers who spoke here last night at the high school ; 
auditbrium, told Tylerites that national isolation can--, ; 
not epdst if the Allies are to win this war# , . 

The Qve^reets were brpught here by the Tyler. Coal- 
munity Council for Family Living* 

Other local sponsors included the Tyler Woman* s // /; V. 
Forum, the American Association of University Women and : 
the Mary Tyl$r Chapter Daughters of the American Revqlur ■ 

tion# ■..,-■ ', * , • . '•/'•'■ • -V>*-: :: 

The lecturers, talking in dialogue tomi'\said'."Chat--'' 
we can 1 t win the war without hating; ^-ptur^ar.Bn^'efli;'-^^ 1 ^-:-. 
They illustrated this point by t^ 
bully beat up a helpless child* They stated: t^at^we .^ ' ; 
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would.'hate the bully because of our belief iiv decency*. 

The country is facing a grace danger vrhif2*i fete must meet 
half way, Dr* and Mrs. Overstreet said* We ia#t not go out 
of pur way to look for* danger but we develop courage and s 
sel^re-^ct/^eii we? do the commonplace things of .life in ..' 
time of danger'* ■;;'v..'- : ■■'.'■ ^ : -:.V// ". ' - '■> ' ; ; V : '■'■■^v,' .'■':''- : 

Mrs* Roy C* Oweh$ presided, oyer the meeting and intro** 
duced Dewey Lawreric^ the community council, 

who introduced the speaker a* 11 ;. ; ; ;! \ : '> 



"It is reported from a reliable source that Mr* D* K* 
Caldwell of Tyler, Texas Was probably responsible for 
brining the Over streets to Tyler; Texas, where they spoke, 
at the high school auditorium on Wednesday night, March, ..." 
llthi 1942# Subjects made the following statement $t v 

1# If we continue to allow poverty, slums and 
unemployment here, will our democracy be 
worth fighting for? ; ;'. ; '•'•'.',' \ : i ■•'/ ■:[■ ; : 
2* All our states are not dembqractic anyway ♦ / \> 
3* - We must not hate the German people (Dr* ; ■ 
Overstreet: . said, "I lived among them in Ger- : 
maaay for a long time and *I Jsnow.how fine and V. 
lovable they really are* :0f course, at pre^ 
sent, they are in a psychopathic cohdit on but 
we must not blame them too much for we^ the ' 
United States, are large re ^spohsibie f or coh^.^ ^" 
ditioris in Germany which led to this war")* ^ 

4» Both Dr# Overstreet and Mi^*: Overstreet said, '•. > 
that we, must not let ; our children hate the; 
Germans because they will, have- to live with ;• 
them after the war* "•;:;. ■' ■*' ■[ : .''- : -'.-' i - '■■'; ' 

Subjects advised the audience; to continue all clubs 
and other activities as usual and not give too much tim^ to- 
war work because much of the war work, is being created* to 
keep up civilian morale* The audience .was advised; to give 
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less tij&e to w^t? work sM more time to planning for the next . 
thirty years after the war* Informant is confident the entire 
lecture wis ini^ied to create mental confusion*" 



fr : 



, By, fetter dM^ May .13, 1942, this case was assigned to 
the Department of Public Safety e$': Texas for investigation -arid their report 
was received on Wy |q,- 1942* This report is. as foKLows:. 

wn^;Texas, wh'Cls P^t President of the PTA of, Texas, V 
and she told .m^h^t'.s^e heard Dr* OVERSTKEET' on; May 4th>< of 
this year sp4^ his subject was 

a Recipe fo^ 

tively aad th^t : he did txi$, speak of; World conditions and/, 
that she he&rd nothing bordering on disloyalty in his talk* ■ 

Oh 5/V)fk2 $ t contacted Dr^ R* LjSOUTHERLftHD, tead of ; : 
the Hogg Foundation, Main Building, University of Texas, . v 
Austin, Texas, and he said that Dxu & Mrs^ Ov-erstreet. had' : ■".;.'• 
talked some under the auspices of the; Foundat ion and that > 
they had so lectured at Tyler, "Texas, "-a shoH l^il^ago^ ; 

He advised that both are well educated; that they ... 
spend about one~half of their time iri New York Gity and . :: -\ 
the other half in California; that their New York address 
is 120 Haven Avenue, New York, New York ^j that both ll^cturej 
that they are to teach during the Surameir at isorae' college 
" in Utah* . \" '' ,"■ ■; • : ^y- ■■;, ; '^.v ;/.>' '■, \. .• ' , ;. ; : : 

He also gdvises that Mrs f Overstreet wa;s reared oh a si ^ 
fruit ranch in California, her birthplace being G^rsville> 
Cal*j that she graduated, from the University of California 
in 1925, after having worked her way, through schoblj that . 
she afterwards school at Bakersfield^ Calif orniar that v she , 
is the author of two books of her own, and has, in collabor^ 
tion with her husband> written ^two other books* , That her - .,. 
field is Poetry and Lit ^rature^ ; /;' •••;"'; VV' ,"' ;/•'";";'•.••'•., 

That Dr » OVERSTREET was born in San Franci sco, GaUy : on 
10/25/75 J that he was the head of the Philosophy Department- 
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of the Collie of the City of Mew York for about 20 yearsj 
that he was ; l^ Adult Education Con- 

ference; th£fe Ms field is Psychology and Philosophy; that 
he is the a^hofr of about g different books* 



.Ttet':.E§r;ii»ard himfs^ak here in Austin and that he ■.-?.♦;■ ~ 
spoke on Lo^al Ways ari^leans in Assisting in the Warj that 
he said n^i^ng that could be construed as being in any Way '.'•■■ 

disloyal* . ";• '-- '."'•. :..\".'"/ 

,J!h# both subjects are now porbably filling speaking 
in fihxcago, Illinois^ at the ppfe3^^t time# : 

Mrs* ^s^hdorf did not h^ar Dr # OVERSTREBT, 
but only'lie|Fd Mrs* OpRSf^^T before the PI A in San Antonio* 

• '■■.. . P ;■■■. '■"" '■■:., • '■ '' '— *? r '. • *' ' • 

Both of Ml!0 subjects are written up in t»IO*S WHO IN 
JUffiRI<&i* pag£|^ a very 

good anci 0<^^ensitfe background of these Subject S* lives* 



Dr* ^pill^^ raying so in plain works, in* 

dicated that he Md h£ari>some criticism of the lecture at 
Tyler, Texas^ ^ 



«^K:> 



0a 5/25/42^^1 Contacted Miss Dallie Maberry, employee df 
the Citizens W^ioibal Bank of Tyler, Texas, and she said that 
she heard pi ^d^s* 0VERSTHE2T lectur* therej that it was 
a great disappointment j that a great many people left the Hall 
before the ;$e#t3|re was Oyer* ;.. , 

That she iseGalls that the Dr* said that y M we should not 
hate the GemanJ^eople; that he .had lived among them for seme 
time and; that h|^ knew how lovable they were in character, and 
that we are la^^ly responsible for their present condition 1 ^ . 
this is the substance as she recalled it 4 She also heard them 
say that shg ^uld not let pur children hate the German people ♦ 

On 5/25/42, I also contacted Prof 4 F* M* M^his, Principal 
of one of the City Schools there, and he recalled about" the 
same thing that Miss Maberry didj he also said^hat he left before 
all was over; that he just didn^t like the lecture and what they 

were saying* . ./•''.;;_'•.: i -'■;'';• '.;." .;',;/< , -\; 



im !fri. 



tiU^^ygg 



* 



• 






DALLAS ■# 100-3353 
a* A ♦ GUMP 
6-17-42 . 



Gn ^ i/26/4% 1 also contacted Mr* EWELL Cr.WIIXIA^j AssisW 
ant Cashiei^t i%^itizejas National Bank of, that place, and he 
recalled th#i. Sr^ #ERSTREET said that we should not; hate the 
Genaan pepple # v^©r ; should we allow our children to do so, be~ 
cause he had: .ll^d/with them fp^^everal years and knew how 
lovable t^'vwere in character^s^^ 

gether res^imsible for tfefeir present conditic^ # ^piiat the pr<5- 
seftt condition there isl&Sue to a few leaders a|^ not to the ' 
masses* and he^af least intimated, that the t|ai|ed .St ate s Was 
partly. re : ^prxsi#&' $ or .their present, •condition^'-' - ; '' : ;V, . 

Gri 
office ■ iif 
diiced 



il also contacted Attorney DEWgY UWRENCE," 
lips Bank Building, Tyler, Texas, and who intro- 
at this lecture, and he state? that Dr* 0?ER- 
that we should not hate the German people nor 
should weailowv^ur childred to do so* / 

OriCtH^ 5^? day, I interviewed Mr* TOM iAMEI, an |&torriey) 
in Citizens Ka#i<&aal Bank Building, and President: pf the School 
Board, "9^ ; f^:/"'iBdinitted that the people were ver^$iauch ; dis^ 
appoint edjv^th the lectur#j that he doesn^t reciii anything 
particul^*^ di^lf^L; tiki J3f > OVERSTREBT d^dv^entionjthat'.we 
ought not to hatC the German people j that the^Ml&itions there 
were due to only ;■* few and not the masses} that c these people ; 
were real^iloville in character, : ,?^; ; ,. 

Oh the^;i^; diy J fi^lso talked; to Mr* HARM?;D, SHtfFORI), ; 
of the Moorgr^olesale Grocery Company, Tyler, |exas,^d he 
says t&^tSft^itoQle lecture was not satisfactory "tp him; that 
it didn^lllaye the ring of loyalty to him* "•; 




», litei* the main lecture wa,s over, fehe^«ub jectaith^n - 
permitted those in the audience to ask them qu&ations, and /;■'>./. 
that he asked Dr» WERSTREET, in, substance, ! ii^ didn*t -be*;- 
live that the first concernin of the United Statesrnow is to 
make an * all-out » effort for off ease and deSen^^ Thatlth* ,:,'. 
Dr* replied that he certainly did not believe yt'^t was the ; ? 
most important thing .at the present time, but ' i&kt the subject 
of Rehabilitation after the war is over is thf^iadit iri^irfcant* 
Mr* Shuford also stated that some one else i$f||£ audience also 
amplified the question at that time and th^the Dr* vfas still 
of the opinion that Rehabilitation was more impoHaht than , 
an * all- out r effort at this time * '■';.'-'-. \ . ; './. ;;:'• ;''>!..' 
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Gn the4^^^tayj : I also interviewed Mr# W* J* Clault > of : 
Beer & ^Go^i^fr/. * Stock . -Market;, Peoples Bank Building and he , 
recall^ th&t Mr* Shuford had.aek^ 

question Bet out in the foreg@0^g paragraph* He also; stated 
thjat;"he|cto|nse;lf| then spoke ?uf '^d told the D^.^OVl^JaEBT, 
that |th*;, titight perhaps he had Misunderstood khe question pro- 
pounded :by^pfv, ^ufo^i^'%afc he was of the opjiiion that lirv, '.■ 
Sbttffftrd : .^sS? -Askjgsg hiat;if he didri*t believe that Jthe first V^ ^ 
thing we ihould^do 1? to-do everything that we can to' win the 
war to^^eh^tis^^* Seh^iHt^ion take care of iteelf after . 
the T«rar il y ^ replied that the other 

..jgei^Jerw^fei^ad^ j^ilrijprimanded him for his opinio^ but that 
tie still ;<Mf; of : W$ opihion v that the subject of iRehabilitation ; 
was the ^ , 

;;^\.^&^tlon- is that Mr* and Mr $♦ HASHI A* -OVERSTREET v / 
spoke t&*reimder the aalp||ces of the Hogg Foundation^ but 
were brought there fey ""tH*£ Tyler .- Faiaily Educational Council^ 
composed of sey^f^ citizens^. ' . 

With ref erf^ *° *&>' & &♦ GAI^WEij he is a ' member of 
this Gpun^iy iff i bachelor, abbut 5pvyearis of^agej ah .oil 
operft^iv .-is li^n|ely interested in Junior 
he^ed ;; -s^^^wo3rthy. boys and girls through schooi^ and is 

■■■a V^J7-rf|i^i^^citiaen#" n '"'-. '"■■•;-= ' Vi !':-.;' ,*, < ' *':.:■, : \:'\'-. V\ ■'^\:; '■ 



If >■ .; 



; Jt^ : noted that Dr* OtTE^TEiSJr lis r^orted to have been a 
professor at the City Wll§ge of New lork City for a period <if 20, years # There* 
fore, a lead is being ■ se¥ ; -#ut for the New York City Field D^ . 

Subject* a reputation at the lime ha was connected with that College * / 
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UK117EL0PED IE ADS . 



NEW YORK CITY FIELD DIVISION 



At New York City .- : W$l conduot in7e - rtii5ia^tt.;iat.^;-.6ity^CQU*ge of New 
York City to determine Sufe;jeptts reputation at .the ime^jms ^professor 
at that College in the Phi^sophy Department •,'^vK'V-T^.-' \':'^ ■■.'• ",]/' 
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IMUh states ibpsrimntt of tetto 

1200 Tower Petroleum 
Dallas, Texas 



March 20, 1943 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D, G. j 



& 



HSj Dr. and to, HARRY A.'OVERSTRSBT 
INTERNAL SECtEITY - G 



Dear Sir: 



A review of instant file reflects the absence of 
a specific complaint against subjects and reflects that the 
subjects are people of apparent prominence. It is deemed ex- 
pedient to close this case and therefore, it is being placed 
in a closed status and the undeveloped leads at New York will 
be disregarded, 



Very truly yours, 




,<£$^ * ' b 



41* 





R. G, DANNER 

Special Agent in (Mfce APR 1 1943 
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MyERENCBt 



SubJeoV HARRY A. OVERSTREBT, Appointed Prdfoieor * 
#*; AtirloMpby at City College of XT in 19ll| retired 
9/%/S9» Investigation fails. to reveal any'prcN*jfasi 
sympathies* A«tttCK/ifr tfjfca ffirfa* 



ret 
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Qmp, dated June 17, 1942 at 



wet u A CtmJuA Sm*AQmot^Li 




l^rell^iicion of the City College of Hew *ork # 
" >fipT' had%boen appointed Professor of Philosophy 

.ritfjped on September 1, 19*% According to the 
record, me -rjeeiTed #n#batieal leatf.:frw».Septeaiber.;^l:hWvJwttary 1, 1986 
f s* trawl nnd~st»dyiU Je was Hade &»ad of the Philoe6p%'i|gartkent at the 
***- College of flowJ&rVon July 1, 1957. The record ref looted no was born 



advised that HARRY A. 
at f»e oolXtgje in 19*1 



^■;:':en\0etober-'$$y 1675* .^.<-;" 

Prof atfse* ABRAHAM ' BD%. of the ?hil©sophy Department at C.C*I*^§iteted 
t # *»* known proi^eser piBSJ^IpW einee 1991 and, in ; ffcs% received hfTappoint* 
' went through Prof 4w*®>m0^+m9 had the gredtett^epeot for the 
latter' • ability, integrity and Amerioaniea «td stated that OVBRSTREET had 
elmeys been an epponent «f the totalitarian philoeophy and had iitrongiy 
,je»i^ised.thC'*re4iti^^ .He. howeT»r>;%tated that P|of ess§r 

OVERSEW! wae very iptmrtdMfa and had the pWlbeopJhie pai^ence to, f ind ont 
the element* of relus and dia-Yalue in a given dootrine. He stated- that the 
'^bja^'heJA'tiwv^^iitt*!^^..*^-^ time had taaght at the Cniveraity/ef 
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California in San Francisco* He stated that the subject's wife shared 
hi • attitude in philosophic and political natters* 

DEAN H0RT0S GGTTSGHALK of the City College of Hew York, advised 
that the subject was a graduate of the TMvereity of California and was a 
Rhodes scholar in the early years when Rhodes scholarships were first 
introduced* After studying at Oxford University in Eagland, he taught at 
California and came to C*C»N*Y» in 1611* DEAN 60ITSCHALK stated that the 
subject was a Calif ornian by birth* He pointed out that the subject was 
interested in adult education and during his later years with^ the university, 
spent less and lees time on academic philosophic problems, devoting more 
tins to adult education and lectured to women's groups* He has written 
a number of popular books on this question* DEAN 60TTSCEALK advised that 
the subject was decidedly opposed to the Nasi philosophy and, in fact* 
his sympathies were quite the contrary* The Dean advised that the same 
was true of sub jeot's wife* Be further pointed out that if anything, the 
subject mi gbt be accused of Cemunistic leanings although this likewise 
was not the truth* Such an accusation will result from sub jcct* a innocent 
participation in such groups as a result of his liberal viewpoints* Subjeot 
has constantly discussed andLf ought for the rights of Negroes and at one 
tiiae was connected with tlw%cosnittee to Aid Loyalist Spain* 



-^REFERRED WON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OP ORIGIN* 



#HJfe- ; r^,*'' 



*2m 



±&'l£"\ 




•i 



aooi 9 



/.a' 



j 



April 4, 1951 



C 



RE! , 

mo 1 




D f 



'/ 



TolSon_ 
CXegg 

7r»cy 

Karbo ,,, 






/ 



Maine 






D#ar 



be 

b7C 



four letter dated March 87, 1951 , has 
been received and I appreciate the interest which 
prompted you to write* 

I must advise that this Bureau does not 
publish a list of the type you mentioned* For your 
in formation j however, the -Attorney n eneral has pre- 
pared a list of subversive organizations pursuant 
to Executive Order 9835 and this list was issued by 
the Civil Service Commission* In response to your 
request, I am enclosing the number of copies you desire* 

I also wish to point out that a policy 
established for this Bureau holds our files confiden- 
tial and available for official use only. No in- 
ference, of course, should be drawn that we do or do 
not have the desired data because of my inability to 
be of aid concerning the book you mentioned* 




$ 'copietiyof the Afi Subversive List 







■M / 




Sincerely yours, & 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 



Desr Mr, Hoove fc:* 



® 



m&^riMB' 



• ^ 



i 



A high ranking educstbfi has placed in nay hands a book which! m mm 

v hrlphly recommends^ I hav® road the book and would say 1 believe lt«.**r^| 

\ /subtly attacks the Bible- sad Christian faith, our economic system and f| 

f family life in America, ; *|f 



{) Do you have cm list ns subversive material/'Tbe^-Bfaturt Mind 11 by H.A 

Overstreet published by W.W.Norton and Co# Inc. New Yfcrk. .— — .- 



*Tf^ 



^ 



I would also like 6 copies of the list 
in America* P 




ubve r si ve ong^Spl 2 a t i on 

I have very definite reasons for wanting tfi^^fbVe 'wte^rials and_ 
information, ' ^ 

Would you please refer my requests to proper authorities if 
they are not in your department/ -^ V 

Thank you.*. 

Your 8 v-ftrff ^rnlv . 



E.S./ C.E.H 
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FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Tolson 



L. B. Nichols 



datb: May 28 , 1 



gpSV* 



j/ 




On May 26, I saw Dr. and Mrs ._ Har^_4^Qverstreet , 

I the noted psychologist s, authors and lecturers . Overstreet" 
appears to be quite aged; Mrs. Overstreet seems to be the 
motivating force of the family. The reason for their visit was *> ^ 
as follows: j ^b^JJ 



*rf 



Someone in the American Legion secured a listing of 
organizations that they were reputed to have been members of and 
forced a church in Mill Valley, California to cancel a lecture. 
As a result, there have been considerable recriminations and < - 
over a period of years unpleasant situations have come up with a" 
reference to organizational affiliations. They advised they had r 
never seen fit to recognize these matters as they knew they were 
not members of the Communist Party but, on the other hand, as early 
as 1937 and 1938, in their writings and lectures they were de- 
nouncing Communism, and that they had always felt their record 
was too well documented to cause any serious -minded person to 
give any credence to inadvertencies on their part in getting mixed 
Sip with the wrong people. They feel now, however, that they must 
take steps to correct the record and the first place they were 
coming to was the FBI; that they wanted to make themselves avail- 
able for "interrogation and cross-examination." 

I politely told the Overstreets that there was no ; 
occasion for us to interrogate them; that we would, if they desired, 
place in our files any statement they might care to make explaining 
any organizational associations. They stated that it might be 
very well to compile such a statement. L— ^ 



) 



Mrs. Overstreet stated that their needs are very modest; 
that they have had an abundant life with a good income from their 
books, writings and lectures and, having no family, they have felt 
compelled to share their material goods with the needy; that over 
the past four years they have made contributions to 95 different 
organizations and causes; that the chief cause they are contri- 
buting to is CARE, purchasing foods and clothing to be sent to 
refugees overseas; that they do not have any conscious organiza- 
tional affiliations; that they do know that theV] have/ Jent their 
names to situations in the past which^afeithe^xlme^ 

cc: Mr. Belmont 
LBN:hmc 
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Memorandum to Mr. Tolson 



May 28, 1953 



but which now seem ill-advised, ; 

As an illustration, they cited the Schappess Defense Commit- 
tee, which requested a hearing for Professor Schappes. Dr. 
Overstreet stated he did not like Schappes; that a group of pro- 
fessors asked him to sign and he was afraid if he did not that 
this would be interpreted as his letting personal animosity 
toward Schappes influence his decision in not signing the petition 
for a hearing. He stated he should have let his personal feel- 
ings govern him. 

They stated they would compile a list of agencies to 
whom they have contributed and would endeavor to ascertain the 
agencies which they are alleged to have been affiliated with and 
then work up explanations. They said they did not know where to 
begin and wondered if we could not interrogate them. I told them 
we could not do this. They then asked where else they could go 
for help. I toldttiem they could go to the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, the Internal Security Committee or the 
Senate Investigating Committee • They both stated they had con- 
sidered asking to be heard so that they could get into the public 
record their real position and their true feelings. I explained 
to them this, of course, was a* matter for them to take up with 
the Committees. 



/flL. 



- 2 - 




WMi£udl4M • united^;§^^ 



TO 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 




Mr. Nichol 

SARRT aJA/vEBSTREET 
BONARO WM^VERSTREST 
MILL VALLET, CALIFORNIA 
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SYNOPSIS: 



date: May 25, 1953 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINER 
HEREIN IS .UNCLASSIFIED 

'.I 




£y letter dated May 21, 1953, Eva S. Grant, editor 
of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers, advised 
Director Harry A. Overstreet and wife would be in Washington 
on May 25 and 26 and would like to see him personally. u Directo y 
of American Scholars tf reflects Overstreet a Californian who has 
been a teacher and writer for a number of years. n Who *s Who in ' 

America n reflects his wife, Bonaro Overstreet, an author and lecturer* 
Bufiles reflect Overstreet subject of Bureau sedition case in 1942. 
No prosectuion but described as very libera l. . Files further reflect 

(Overstreet a membe r of the following organisations cited by the 
Attorney General as s ubversiv e: American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Born, North ImerTcan Spanish Aid Committee, Schappes 
\Defense Committee and National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. 
In addition, has been affiliated with o%he r u nume ^ m s^or oan isationn 
which have been cited by the House Committee^ ^S^n^W^^^^^^vities 
and the California State Committee on Un-American Activities such 
as the American Civil Liberties Union, American Committee to Save 
^Refugees, €t cetera. In early *2Q f s gave special lectures at 
Communist college in New York state. In 1946 Nathan Gregory 



Silve master A 



in New York* 



espionage subject, was a guest in Overstreet *s home 



RECOMMENDATION: 



That the Overstreets be advised that the Director is not 
in and that they talk to some other Bureau official* 
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cc vt'llr. Jones 
cc - Mr. Nichols 
cc - Tour Room 
cc - Telephone Room 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols 



May 25, 1953 



DETAILS : 

By letter dated May 21, 1953, Eva H* Grant, editor 
of the National Congress of Parents and Teachers of Chicago, 
advised the Director that Harry A. Overstreet and his wife 
Bonaro ¥• Overstreet would be in Washington on May 25 and 26, 
and that they were most eager to talk with the Director 
personally for a few moments* She advised that they would 
call the Director f s Office for an appointment upon their 
arrival in Washington. 

The Directory of Jkmeriecm Scholars reflects that 
Harry All&b^&ver street, 46 Helen's Lane, Mill Valley, California, 
is a professor of philosophy and psychology who was born in 
San Francisco on October 25, 1875. He received his A.B. degree 
from the University of California in 1899 and later studied^in 
Oxford in England. He has been a professor at the University 
of California and City College of New York. He has written a 
number of books. 

"Who's Who in America" for 1952-53 describes Bonaro 
Wilkinson Overstreet as an author and lecturer who was born in 
Geyserville, California, on October 30, 1902. She matriculated <sa^fe 
^era> the University of California in 1925 and married Harry A. 
Overstreet in August, 1932. She has done extensive work in 
adult education and has taught at Claremont College, Mills College, 
University of Michigan and the University of California. 



There are numerous references in Bureau files concerning 
Harry A. Overstreet which reflect that he has been active in 
numerous organisations which have been cited as Communist fronts. 
Some of the more salient information in Bureau files concerning 
his association with various organisations is set forth below: 

In 1942 the Bureau opened a case on Professor Overstreet 
upon information received from 6~2 that he had made a pro-German 
lecture. Investigation was discontinued because it failed to 
reveal ami prn-wnxi sympathies on his part; however, 



of City College of New York, in an interview during the 

investigation of this case, advised that both Overstreet and his 
wife might be accused of Communistic leanings .which would not be 
correct but would result from the subject f s innocent participation 
in various groups as a result of his liberal viewpoints. 
(100-114575-3) 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols 



May 25 s 19S3 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION : 

In 1917 Professor Harry Overstreet was listed as one 
of the members of the Executive Board of the American Civil 
Liberties Union* Files reflect that as of 1941, Overstreet was 
still a member of the American Civil Liberties Union* (61-190-246 
and 100-7063-84) 

TEE AMERICAN COMMITTEE FOR PROTECTION OF FOREIGN BORN : 

In 1941 Overstreet was one of the signers of a letter 
put out by the organisation. The American Committee for Protection 
of Foreign Born. (100-7046-77) 

In August, 1950, 150 prominent Americans signed an 
open letter to President Truman in behalf of the American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born* Professor Harry A. Overstreet 
was one of the signers of this letter* (100-7046-504) 

The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born 
has been cited by the Attorney General under Executive Order 9835* 

NORTH AMERICAN SPANISH AID COMMITTEE : v 

According to a report emanating from Milwaukee in 1941 
Professor Harry A. Overstreet was on the committee of the North 
American Spanish Aid Committee* (100-7058-62) 

The North American Spanish Aid Committee has been cited 
by the Attorney General under Executive Order 9835* 

SC NAPPES DEFENSE COMMITTEE : ^ 

The Schappes Defense Committee was formed in 1941 to 
raise funds to help the defense of Morris U. Schappes, former 
CCNT instructor and admitted one time Communist who was serving 
a term for perjury arising out of inquiry into Communism in 
educational institutions* In 1941 this Committee sent an open letter 
to Governor Dewey of New York requesting an audience to plead 
Schappes ' case* Professor^Harry Overstreet was one of the signers 
of this open letter which included other signatures such as 
Carol King, prominent Communist attorney, and Paul Robeson* (100-29-34) 

The Schappes Defense Committee has been cited by the 
Attorney General under Executive Order 9835. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols May 25, 1953 



NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CONSTITUTIONAL LIBERTIES : 

According to the active indices of the National 
Federation For Constitutional Liberties, in 1941 Professor 
Harry A* Overstreet, City College of New York, was a member 
of that organisation. (100-1170-49) 

The National Federation For Constitutional Liberties 
has been cited by the Attorney General as falling within the 
purview of Executive Order 9835. 

In addition to the above organisations cited by the 
Attorney General, Overstreet has been affiliated with the 
following organisations at the times indicated: 

J 
1932 - One of the signers of an open letter to the 

President urging recognition of Soviet Russia. 
American Friends of Spanish Democracy - 1937 
Committee on Militarism in Education - 1937 
American Association of Economic Freedom - 1937 

Committee on Civil Liberties - 1937 

/J 
Defendants of American Revolution - 1938 

Committee to Save Spain and China - 1938 

Aid to Spanish Democracy - 1939 

World Peaceways - J 939 

American Committee For Democracy and Intellectual Freedom - 1940 

Keep America Out of War Congress - 1940 

Citisens Committee Against War - 1941 

New School For Social Research, - 1942 

National Educational Alliance , Inc. - 1942 

World Unity Foundation - 1942 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols 



May 25, 1953 



Committee For A Jewish Army - 1942 
Citizens Transit Committee - 1943 
Committee For Equal Justice - 1945 
National Citizens Committee - 1945 
National Consumers Union - 1948 
American Lecture Bureau - 1948-50 
Committee For Amnesty - 1948 
American Committee to Save Refugees - 1951 



MISCELLANEOUS: 



) 



In the 1920* s, Overstreet gave a special course in 
psychology at Brookwood College, Katonah, New York* Brookwood 
College, now out of existence, was a Communist college where 
such subjects as labor agitation and radical ideas were taught* 
(124-1543-9 and 100-6082-1) 



According to an unidentified source, Nathan Gregory 
Silvermaster, subject of a Bureau Espionage - B case, on the 
night of December 16, 1946, was a guest in the home of 
Harry Allen Overstreet, 445 Riverside Drive, New York, New York. 
(65-56402-2355) 



be 

b7C 



In 1951, one 



] subject of a Security 



Matter - C case, circularised an open letter to President Truman 
to 150 prominent individuals in the country requesting their 
signatures. The purpose of the letter was to request the 
President to rescind his Loyalty Board order and ft to give 
serious consideration to evident unfitness of Assistant Attorney 
General James M. Mclnerney and J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the 
Bureau of Investigation, for the important offices they hold." 
Included in the list of 150 individuals to whom this letter 
was sent was the signature of Harry A. Overstreet. The file 
\ fails to reflect whether or not the individuals requested ever 
signed this letter or whether it was ever sent to President Truman. 
(100-380602) 
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RELATIONS WITH THE BUREAU : 

By letter dated May 21, 1953, Eva H. Grant, Editor of the 
National Congress of Parents and Teachers, advised that Overstreet and his 
wife would be in Washington on May 25-26, 1953, and would like to see the 
Director personally. 

The Overstreets came to the Bureau, did not see the Director 
but did talk with Mr. Nichols. They complained of the difficulties they were 
having in Mill Valley, California, which were stirred up by some of the local 
Legionnaires, and they wanted to get themselves on record and clear up some 
of the things which had appeared concerning them presumably in the files of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Mr. Nichols advised them 
he could give them no clearance but that we would be glad to make a matter 
of record any statement they would like to make. Mr. Nichols also suggested 
to them that they go to the usual places wherein some reference might be made 
to their previous activities such as the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA). He also suggested they go to the Senate Internal Security 
Committee, the Senate Investigating Committee and perhaps talk with 
Mr. James O'Neill, Editor of the American Legion Magazine. In response to 
their inquiry, Mr. Nichols specifically pointed out we could not give them a 
letter stating that the information which was used in Mill Valley did not come 
from Bureau iiles. They were told it was well known that we did not give out 
such information. 

Since that meeting, Mr. Nichols has done an outstanding job 
in "selling" the Bureau to the Overstreets. They have become close friends 
of Mr. Nichols, staunch defenders of the Bureau and rely on Mr. Nichols, for 
advice and guidance. Mrs. Overstreet seems to be a prolific letter writer, 
and files are replete with lengthy letters from her to Mr. Nichols. 

In compliance with Mr. Nichols 1 suggestion, the Overstreets 
did, on May 28, 1953, appear before the Senate Internal Security Committee 
and testified relative to their past activities. By letter dated July 17, 1953, 
Mrs. Overstreet advised that on the previous day they had an interview with 
Mr. O'Neill of the American Legion Magazine who had been very understanding, 
and they were most appreciative for having been directed to him. 

In connection with a memorandum Mr. Nichols wrote July 21, 
1953, concerning the Overstreets, the Director noted, "We want to be careful 
we don't get too far involved reading their proposed writings so they could 
claim the FBI had passed upon them. " 

Under cover of a letter dated July 21, 1953, Mrs. Overstreet 
forwarded a copy of a report which DIr. Overstreet had written concerning 
his past affiliations and had sent the previous day to Mr. Velde of HCUA. 
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This report is very lengthy, being 13 single-spaced, typewritten pages, and 
goes into detail concerning Overstreet's recollection of his activities in the 
various organizations to which he had belonged in the past. In a memorandum 
to Mr. Tolson dated November 22, 1954, Mr. Nichols pointed out that the 
Overstreets went to the Senate Internal Security Committee, and Bob Morris used 
them on a couple of occasions as witnesses and that they were very effective in 
testifying against communist aims in education. Mr. Nichols also pointed out 
that in two recent books they had devoted considerable space to the evils of 
communism, and they had spent considerable time going around the country 
telling of their experiences with the investigative process and taking strong 
exception to those who are critical of the process. Mr. Nichols indicated 
that there was no question in his mind that the Overstreets have done the Bureau 
considerable good among honest liberal groups. He also said there was no 
question in his mind that if anyone was ever duped through aaiavo i y , it was 
the Overstreets, and they are doing their utmost at trying to redeem themselves. 

The Overstreets' past arises to confront them from time to 
time, and Mr. Nichols pointed out that during 1954, they had two bad;;', :..//../ 
experiences, one at Tucson, Arizona, where the local American Legion filed 
a protest and a speaking engagement was canceled. Subsequently, an engagement 
in Dallas, Texas, was canceled without explanation. 

In a memorandum dated April 12, 1955, Mr. Nichols pointed 
out that he spent some time the previous Saturday afternoon with the Overstreets. 
They told him that, as a result of their experiences, they had both decided they 
could no longer face retirement, and they, accordingly, sold their California 
home where they had retired and were moving to Washington to try to bring 
some semblance of educatbrls .". responsibility for civic life in this country. 
Mr. Nichols cited some unpleasant experiences which the Bureau had met 
with in contacting educators. Since that time, Mr. Nichols has seen the Overstreets 
on various occasions, has had them to his home and completely sold them on 
the Bureau. On May 27, 1955, they were taken on a special tour of Bureau 
facilities. It is^also pointed out that as the Overstreets travel throughout the 
country on lecture tours they have made it a practice to visit the various field 
offices. 

On October 25, 1955, Dr.;. Overstreet celebrated his 80th 
b i.r.t h day, at which time Mr. Nichols gave a party for them at his home. 
During the course of the party, Mr. Nichols personally delivered a letter from 
the Director to Dr. Overstreet congratulating him on his 80th birthday. In an 
undated letter, Dr. Overstreet cordially acknowledged this letter. On 
September 28, 1955, while at the Bureau, the Overstreets met the Director. 
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NATIONAL, OFFICE: 600 S. MICHIGAN BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS 

May 21, 1953 



J* Sdgar Hoover 

Chief ? federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 

Washington 25, D. C« 





Kolloman 

Sizcc.L. 



•>r * 



Dear Mr* Hoovers 

On May 25 and 26 Bpnaro w^Overstree t and her husband r Harr y A f Over_atreet r 
bill he in" Washington, D e C. ^Theylire most eager to talk with you personally 
If or a few moments and will call your office for an appointment immediately S 
lapon their arrival* I shall greatly appreciate it if you can make room in^ 
your crowded schedule for a "brief conference with thenu 

It is the good fortune of the' National Parent-Teacher to have Mrs. Overs treet 
as a member of our editorial advisory "boards In addition to serving on the 
hoards Mrs» Overstreet is a regular monthly contributor to our pages, and 
P T«A* members throughout the country turn to her with confidence for inspira- 
tion and guidance o 

Both Dr» and Mrs. Overstreet have made inestimable contributions to the field 
of adult education. In all that they do — their lectures and x^ritten works — » 
they document democracy in the great tradition that is our American heritageo 
Perhaps you are familiar with several of their hooka* If so, you are aware of 
their nobility of character as well as their profound knowledge of human 
nature© 
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II say again that I shall be deeply grateful to you if you can manage to see 
them I trust that I myself will have the privilege 9 some day in the not<-too«=> 
[distant future 5 of meeting you face to face — ■ j. 

The National Congress of Parents and Teachers is now holding its annual national; 
convention in Oklahoma City 9 where this letter is being written* I ean B t help 
hoping that sometime, too, parent-teacher members from every state in the tfnion^ 
assembled in convention, may have a chance to see and hear you* For to them 
you are a public servant who long ago ttfon their respect and affection for your 
tireless efforts on behalf of the youth of America* 
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Sincerely yours , 



1 



Eva Hol^rant 
fyh -V.(jgO>MWi>f ~ SditorV national Parent-Teacher A%:l$ 
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J)lr*fc*o'?y TBI (100*114575) 



.$ BARRY A* OVmstRUt 
SECURITY MATTER *» § 



On Man 2&, 1953, the captioned individual and 
hi* wife called at ihi Mreau to submit a statement in 
eonneotien with allegations that had been made concerning 
th$im iMb&f$*ftw* activity* They stated that, ae a result 
of actipn $jfi$h§ American Legion, a Hat of organisation* 
in whi^ the §0t$oned individual and hie wife were reputsd 
to be mimbere^ Ha4 been prepared* Baaed upon that list, 
Qverstrsst stated that a lecture which he hud been scheduled 
to give at ifllj ftiXley, California, me cancelled* It 
should be noteS that Qmrstreet and hie wife are fairly 
well-known psychologisf*, authors and lecturer®* 

When contacting the Bureau they advised that 
theyhMd never been menbere of the Communist Party and, 
in fdet, had s turn 19Bf or 193$ actively denounced that 
orgariieation in their &$ctures and writing** 

Dr. Overstreei mas advissd that he was free 
t§ submit to the Bureau any statement which he fslt mas 
proper regarding "his connections and affiliation* with 
variou* organisation** 

Se stated that among the organisations which 
received hi* *&$pert mas the Schappee Defense Committee* 
It should be ni'&sd that 2te* Qvvrstreet teas for many ysars 
a professor at the City College of New Yorn and he 
indicated that he was acquainted faith Schappee* He said 
that he personally did not like Schappee but that he had 
been w$Med by a group of profiteers to sign a statement 
on Schappee* behalf* 
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May 30; 195$, a letter bearing 
* F* d* 0, Bennington, Vermont, 
u fron Sonar o W* Qv#rstr&et, the 
HZ. individual** wifs* As an attachment to that 

copy of a list of organisations 
the American Legion Americanism 
tedly set forth the organization 
Overstrest had' been affiliated* 
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Attaokwd hereto for your information te one 
copy *>/ the above-mentioned li&t of organizations m Also 
■attached hereto i* one copy moh of the following reports: 

Sep or t of Special Agent M+ 4# Gump 
dated June 1? $ 1942, at Da 11a*, Texae* 

Seport of Special Agent Joseph f* 
Sichvwnd dated Map ?, 1943^ at Mew York $ 
Mw Tor** 



The above i» furnished for your information* 
It it not believed that any investigation is warranted 
in ihie case* 




BONARO W. OVERSTREET 

R. F. D. 2 

Bennington. Vermont 

May 30, 1953 






Mr# Louis B. Nichols 

Assistant to the Director ! 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

9th and Pennsylvania 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nichols, 

First of all — and more than anything else -- 
this letter is to carry to you our warm and grateful thanks. 
I don't think you can quite realize what a lead you lifted from 
our anxious shoulders -- or, even more importantly, how much 
you did to restore our feeling that our government, however 
vast and complicated it has had to become, is still capable of 
caring about individuals as individuals. 

This latter point is, to us, in terms of our 
own emotional well-being, tremendously important. Our main 
source of unhappiness, this past year, has been a sense that 
our government had, somehow, let us down: that on the Voice 
of America deal we were, so to speak, invited in and then thrown 
out, with no great concern about what this might mean to us 
and our reputations; and that the listing by the House Committee 
presented to the public such a skewed picture of our various 
belongings that we were well nigh helpless to defend ourselves 
from the implications it carried. Thus, instead of our lifelong 
sense of being intimately part and parcel of a democratic system, 
we have, this past year, felt peculiarly lonely, isolated, and 
helpless . 

Our four days in Washington changed all this. 
They made us feel again -- and you are largely responsible for 
this -- that our democratic system is still being strongly 
itself: that it has not basically changed under the impact of 
crisis. I \ 

As you already know, our talk with Mr. Beale 
was highly satisfactory. He couldn't have been more helpful. ,' 
We have sent the letter to Mr. Velde asking for the list of 
items that we need to explain — and also asking for a hearing 
if the Committee thinks such a hearing necessary. 
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Our visit with Mr. Arthur Kimball of the Internationa] 
Information Administration was equally satisfactory — so that 
we now have no "hang-over 11 feeling at all that the Voice of 
America business represented a mechanical indifference to our 
welfare. We have, instead, a hope that we may be able in the 
future to be of use to the Administration. 

Mr. Morris was consideration itself; and his whole 
staff , in the planning and reporting of the hearing, showed a 
warmth' and friendliness that seems to us almost superhuman in 
view of the pressure under which- they work. The same was true 
at Mr. (John's office, even though our time there was rightly 
brief. . 

Mr. Small, in Senator Kuchel's office, and Mr. Wilson, 
in Senator Knowland's, were repeatedly and patiently .helpful. 

Oddly enough, throughout the past year, we have felt 
that the FBI would be one branch of government to which we 
could turn with confidence — as we eventually did turn out in 
California, and then to you. I say "oddly enough" because we 
can f t really say, in rational or experiential terms, just why 
this particular confidence should so strongly have survived. 
But it did -- and I need scarcely say that it is now stronger 
than ever; and that now we know why it Is so. 

So this is a kind of retrospective summary of gratitudes 
1 We will be getting right at the business of preparing our state- 
ment and, as soon as possible, at the preparation of memoranda 
for Mr. Cohn and Mr. Kimball. 

We tried yesterday in New York to call Mr. O'Neill, 
but learned that he would be out of town until Tuesday morning. 
As we do not have a phone here, and as any trip to the City 
for an interview would mean our leaving here too early to wait 
and phone his office first, we asked his secretary to have him 
wire us about the possibility of a Wednesday meeting. We hope 
it may materialize; for it seems to us -- in view of certain 
letters we found waiting for us in New York — that something 
must be done very promptly to slow down the Legion ! s agitation 
against us, not only, in Mill Valley but far more critically, now, 
in Tucson, Arizona. 

As we told you, the Legion tried unsuccessfully, two 
years ago, to prevent our speaking at the Tucson Sunday Evening 
Forum. It did succeed in making the Council of Social Agencies 
withdraw its co-sponsorship of us — under threat that the Legion 
would otherwise withdraw from the Community Chest effort. (We 
have copies of various letters exchanged between the Council of 
Social Agencies and the Legion at that time.) Now, it appears, 
the Legion is making an even more determined effort to prevent 
our speaking in Tucson, under the sponsorship of the Mental Health 
Association, in December. Mrs. Jeffries, Director of the Mental 
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Health group — and also of the Forum -- phoned us long distance 
about this the night we left Mill Valley. I am attaching a 
copy of a letter from her that was awaiting us in New York 
yesterday. We are acutely distressed to learn that she -- 
simply because she has dared to sponsor our appearance -- is 
being made the object of attack; and we feel, therefore, that 
we must see Mr. O'Neill as quickly as possible. We are writing 
him today a letter confirming our conversation with his secretaryj 
and are, of course, telling him that we called him at your 
suggestion. 

Mrs. Jeffries, we must add, Is not a person given 
to hysterical imaginings: if she feels under attack* it is, we 
can be sure, with good reason. She is a remarkably steady and 
distinguished human being. Because of her long service with 
the Forum and the Boys 1 Choir of Tucson, and her more recent 
service in behalf of mental health, she was, as a matter of fact, 
voted the Tucson Woman of the Year, in 1952, by the Tucson 
Advertising Club. 

Our own experience in Mill Valley has taught us much 
about how rumors spread and grow — and how irresponsibly 
malicious they can become In today's atmosphere of insecurity. 
Hence, we are deeply worried about the effect of this Tucson 
incident upon Mary Jeffries and her standing in the community. 
The sooner we can clear up our own problems the more effectively 
we can help to clear up hers -- so you may be sure that we will 
not postpone any effort that we know how to make. You may be 
sure, also, that we are gratefully open to any and all suggestions, 
It seems to us strikingly dangerous that one private organization 
in a community can feel Itself qualified thus to dictate the 
programs of another private organization: private in the sense 
of being a voluntary agency, not a governmental one. It seems 
to us, also, strikingly dangerous that It will venture to do so 
on the basis of Information (a copy of which was sent. with Mrs, 
Jeffries' letter to us and which we here attach) that the Legion 
itself specifies to be opinion only . Something, in brief, is 
going on that is distinctly not as it should be: something far 
more important than any particular afctack upon us. In any 
event, we feel that it represents a very real threat to the 
freedom-of-assembly principle on which community organizations 
have to rely If they are to have vitality. 

You will probably receive from someone in Mill Valley, 
before long, a letter asking whether it is or can possibly be 
true that any individual or group would be able to base charges 
against us on materials from the FBI files. (The Arizona Legion 
has never, so far as we know, claimed any access to those files; 
but the Mill Valley group has -- or at least individuals within 
it have -- much to the confusion of the citizenry.) 

Again, our deep gratitude — and our hope that we may 
some day have a chance to talk with you v\foen we bring no problem 
at all with us as an excuse. 

Sincerely, 



L 




THE SUNDAY EVENING FORUM 
Sponsored by the Catalina Methodist Church 
Post Office Box 6306 . Tucson . Arizona* Telephone 6-2759 

May 25, 1953 






My dear Bonaro, 

^TKaTT^ I have just finished" talking long distance with 

( *'Jd ~fv=? Mrs * North and she hopes to get down to see us soon* However, 
JfrAjLtU&W*^ she was telling me that the latest word she had before leaving 
It Oklahoma City was that you and Dr. Overstreet were going to 

Washington to talk with J* Edgar Hoover about getting a clearance 
through the P.B.I. I should think this would be a very wise 
thing to do and, frankly, we here in Tucson desperately need 
such a clearance for we are up against much stronger opposition 
than the forum had two years ago. 

The American Legion Americanism Committee has been 
joined by another group of fanatics who say they are really out 
"to get" me if I promote your return to Tucson. They say they 
just gave me "the gentle treatment" before but this time they 
would set out to destroy my influence, both with the forum and 
the mental health association, here in Tucson. 

^ If we are to stand firm on our commitment, the 
Mental HealtliBoard feels that we must have all the ammunition 
possible. For Instance, ?e were wondering If Dr. Overstreet 
could provide us with a statement on his activities in each of 
the so-called subversive groups as given on the American Legion 
list, a copy of which is enclosed. This idea came to us after 
we saw what Bishop Oxnam had done as carried in The Washington 
Post — see enclosed sheet. 

I shall be tremendously interested in any and all 
developments regarding this matter -- so please keep me posted. 

Devotedly, 

Mary 



Mrs. Harry A.lAQverstreet 
Kings Grown Hbt\l 
420 West 116th Street 
New York, N.Y. V 
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COPY 



LIST ON DR. HARRY A, 0VER3TREET 
(As furnished by the American Legion Americanism Committee) 



American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom 

New York College Teachers Union 

American Committee to Save Refugees 

American Friends of Spanish Democracy 

Committee to Save Spain and China 

Consumers Union 

Descendents of the American Revolution 

National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 

Schapps Defense Committee 

Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 



Gathered from sources believed reliable but cannot be guaranteed 
by the Arte ricanism Commission* Any statement on part of Commission 
or any of its staff, as to the condition, standing, reputation, 
history, affiliation of any person or organization is opinion only . 
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Q I am attaching hereto a le 
Harry W m Overstreet . referring to her 
week* 



iter addressed to me by Mrs* 
treatment in Washington las* 



You will recall when they 
grieved because of difficulties they 
California, which were stirred up by 
and they wanted to get themselves on 
things which had appeared, presumabl 



called at my office they were \M^^ 
were having in Mill Valley, ^^^f^ 

tf&m8* of the local Legionnaires* \ 
record and clear up some of the 

y in the House Committee files. 



I told them, of course, we could give no clearance; that 
.we would be glad to make a matter of record any statement Kfhely would 
Mike to make and I suggested to them that they go to the usual places 
wherein some reference was made to their previous activities, such as 
the Houa$ Committee on Un-American Activities, where they had already 
beenmncMoffered to appear and testify* I also suggested they go to 
the denote Internal Security Committee and the Senate Investigating 
Committee inasmuch as their difficulties started with the VOA* 

■ Ji ^ 

^ In connection with the American Legion, I told them they 

Might wi'Sh to consider seeing Mr* James O'Neill, the editor of the 

Legi$nnmre Magazine, and he might be able to put them in touch with 

t:he proper Legion people* 

In response to their inquiry, I specifically pointed out 
that we wpuld not give them a letter stating that the information 
which was used out in Mill Valley did not come from Bureau files 
as it was well known we did not give out such information* They 
then inquired if a reputable source made inquiry as to our practice 
whether we would make any statement • I told them that obviously we 
would state what was our well known policy, namely, maintaining 
confidential the contents of our files* 

The Mr. Beale referred to by the Overstreets in the 
attached letter is connected with the House Committee on Un-American '*. 
Activities* ^ 






Bob Morris of the Senate Internal Security Committee 
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET 
R. F. D. 2 

Bennington. Vermont 



June 5, 1953 



Mr. Louis B. Nichols 

FBI 

9th and Pennsylvania 

Washington, D.C. 




Dear Mr. Nichols, r —A j: j/ >~ 

This is just a note to let yo$?*know that we 
have had to delay our talk with the American Legion men in 
New York, Fate -- in the guise of the steep, old-fashioned 
staircase in this Vermont farmhouse -- intervened: on our 
third night here Harry missed his step and suffered a bad fall. 
Miraculously, no bones are broken; and even the most exacting 
tests can find no evidence of deep internal injury. But it 
.was, of course, a severe shock; and his back and shoulders are 
so badly bruised that he can barely turn over. So he will be 
in the hospital for several weeks at least -- and the many 
things we have planned to do will have to wait accordingly. 

Because, the Arizona situation. --,. which, it 
see^s, becomes daily more confus ed -- is fairly critical, we 
have decided that it will be best for me to go down to New York 
and have at least a preliminary meeting with the Legion people 
on my own* -I have accordingly written Mr. O'Neill, asking for 
RiX interview next Thursday afternoon. By that time, our son 
Burr, who teaches at Smith, will be clear of commencement week 
problems, and he and his wife can be up here to help out. 

If we get the file material from Mr. Beale 
while Harry' is still in the hospital, I think I can manage the 
answer to that also -- as that, too, is fairly critical: we 
need to fret this public confusion about ourselves cleared up 
as soon as we can. Within a few days, I think, Harry will be 
in a state where we could talk everything over; and then I 
could write the report. 

There will, however, have to be a delay about 
our sending the various memoranda to Mr. Kimball and Mr. Cohn. 

We're tremendously glad that, if this accident 
was poing to happen, it happened . after our Washington visit 
instead of before; for we thus have t& cope with only one major 
anxiety at a time, instead of two. \ 



m 



The more we think o^rif that visit, incidentally, 
the morehumble we feel — not only because of the amount of tipie 
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and consideration that busy people gave us; but because we 
are realizing how inadequate we ourselves have been in our 
passing of judgments upon Washington procedures. This reali- 
zation goes very deep; and I think we are going to be able to 
make out of it, in time, a new sphere of usefulness. 

We have never liked being calLed liberals, because 
we don't like the stereotyping of human beings; and, besides, 
the term covers too many attitudes and behaviors we don f t feel 
to be our own. But for practical purposes here I will apply 
the tem to ourselves* We begin to feel that, whereas in our 
own area of psychological specialty we are sticklers for accuracy, 
we have often been callow and inaccurate in various political 
judgments. Our son, B^urr, who teaches politial science and 
who thinks along with us on many things, was coining the phrase, 
the other night, to apply to all of us -- himself included. He 
said that we had often been "automatic liberals" in our responses: 
that we have been for and against various persons and procedures 
without taking into account the full complexity of problems. 

Specifically, now, we are facing this fact: that we 
have so automatically disliked the coming into our American 
system of listings and investigations that we have often tended 
to ignore the clue problem of our age -- that conspiracy has to 
be dealt with; and that where it cannot be legally dealt with, 
by standard court procedures, it has to be rendered as harmless 
as possible by exposure. (I suppose we have, in a sense, known 
this all the time; else we would more deeply have resented the— -— 
listing of ourselves and the charges that have haphazardly (and 
destructively been made against us by non-offical groups. The 
very fact that we haven T t been able to remain angry about these, 
or anxious to "show up" our opponents, probably reflects our 
awareness that the problem of conspiracy is so real that even 
the efforts to solve it that result in more confusion than 
clarification have to be given their due,) - 

I won T t go on with this here at interminable length. 
But when our specific problem has been worked out, and when 
Harry is on his feet again, we think we have a new "calling" 
ahead of us : a "calling" in the genuine old religious sense of 
that word. After all, we do have, from long years of concerned 
practice, a certain skill in writing and speaking. Also, .we do 
have ready access to a very considerable public that ranges 
from right-of-center business groups to lef t-of -center "liberals." 
Our relation to our public is, we think, unique in one sense: in 
the amount of genuine affection that marks it on both sides, in 
addition to genuine respect. It seems to us that our next job 
is to help liberals to understand that so long as they are simply 
and automatically distrustful of government listings and hearings, 
they contribute little or nothing to the preservation of the 
system that allows them to be liberals; they are, instead, in 
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their own peculiar way, simply acting like those whom they 
don't like. Because we can ourselves plead guilty, as it were, 
I think we can do a useful job of giving "thickness" to some 
forms of thinking that have merely skated ;along on the surface 

of things. 

I don't mean that we think the listing process as 
it now operates is wholly adequate; for we have ourselves 
experienced the misunderstandings and unofficial "blacklistings" 
to which it can lead. Neither do we think that all hearings 
have been conducted on a level compatible with our American 
traditions. We think at times that they have been deplorable 
affairs. (No hearing could have been more correct and humane 
than the one we witnessed the other day, with both Mr. Jenner 
and Mr, Morris operating at a level that made us proud of our 
country.) But the hard fact of conspiracy remains; and because 
it remains, we realize that the processes for dealing with it — 
while they can be gradually improved and brought more and more 
nearly in line with our traditions — cannot be discarded. 
Therefore, the liberal tendency to stand on the sidelines and 
criticize is itself an unintentional form of conspiracy: it is 
more often destructive than constructive; and it tends to have 
the effect of making the various Committees rely for their support 
upon the less professionally trained part of the public. It is 
almost as though the liberals had forced the Committees into 
getting support wIb rever they could -- even from the g roups 
that are prone to extravagances of emotion and blind, irresponsible 
judgments about their neighbors* .^ . : ,, ,. 



Replying to a correspondent whoocalled the world 
a prison house, Edwin Arlington Robinson once wrote, "The world 
is not a 'prison house,' but a kind of spiritual kindergarten, 
where millions of bewildered infants are trying to spell God 
with the wrong blocks." I think that, faced with the appalling 
new fact of world conspiracy, millions of us -- from left-pf- 
center liberals to right-of-center Legionaires and Minute Women 
and all the rest -~ may be trying to spell out the practices 
of 20th-century freedom with the wrong blocks; because we haven f t 
yet had time, under the impact of crisis, to figure out which 
will durably prove to be the right blocks. We want, humbly 
and devotedly, to be in on the process of looking for the right 
blocks and trying to see how they fit together to make a larger 
sense than any we have ever known. 

Forgive my taking your time with this long ramble. 
But we want you to know how our minds are working these days. 



\ 



Sincerely, 

W. Overstreet 
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Mr. Louis B. Nichols 
Assistant to the Director 
Federal Bureau Of Investigation 

Washing ton , D.C. 

Dear Sir: 
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I am writing to you about a matter that deeply 
concerns many of us here in Mill Valley. During the past 
year, as I feel sure yoUr organization knov^s, various individ- 
uals and groups have been trying to prove that Dr. and JM LSL:. 
^arE^^veratreet, part-time residents of Mill Valley*, are 
ToSuiuviliti' or fellow- travelers. These charges have, become 
so persistent that they interfere by now with the Overstreet *s 
right to give lectures in our community and with our right to 
hear what the Overstreet »s have to say. These attacks have 
therefore put us all into a situation of tense fear. We are 
either afraid that there are communists sneaking into eur 
community and its institutions or that our neighbors will 
somehow think that we are a fellow-traveler -if -we listen, 
however analytically, to those upon whom suspicion has. been 
cast. The Overstreet »s are understandably disturbed and are 
under what many of us feel to be an unjustified strain. 

It has been said by a number of those who are making 
these attacks that they base their statements upon information 
from the files of the F.B.I. That is why I am writing to you— 
to ask a question, is it possible that any persons or groups 
would have - by "leakage" or by permission — any access to 
material in the F.B.I, files? This, it seems to me, as a matter 
of principle, is something that citizens have <a right to knor:; 
for we have always been led to believe that those files are 
kept strictly secret. I would greatly value an answer from 
you about thlsj and to help clear the local air, I would like 
to send that answer in to the local paper for publication , 
with a covering letter about the question and why I put it. 

Dr. and Mrs. Overstreet have contributed greatly to 
the cultural life of our community and I feel that it is up 
to the community to see to it that they feel utterly free • 
to be as creative as they may wish to be while they live with 
us here in Mil Valley. •* The 'situation which has prevailed here 
in the past year has prevented them from carrying out the 
program of work which they have set for themselves. This 
This damages not only the Overstreet »s but Mill Valley and 
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*> the nation as well. If these attacks are justified then we 

should all have access to the information upon which they are 
based rather than leaving the particulars to the tender mercies 
of community speculation. If the charges, which are purportedly 
based upon F.B.I, information, are not justified and are not 
so based then this fact should be made public so that the lie 
can be stopped and the Overstreet*s again enjoy the respect, 
confidence and admiration of those in our community in whom 
doubts were cast. 

Although I recognise that you must be very concerned 

with other matters of great importance, I sincerely hope that 

you will give this inquiry your serious attention for I believe 

that the principle involved herein is also a matter of great 
importance. 

Sincerely, 



East Blithedale 
"mil Valley, California. 
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My 



Mr 9. Marry Qmrm$ree*$ 

b* r. j&» $ -s . : 

Menningtmg f#mm%- 

M&r Mrs* $mr$*%t€£: 

I was ttr&tfrly torry to learn of 
Dr» $mm^^t 9 § recent ^ccideni and I do 
k#pi ikat M Mm well en the way to recovery. 

Natm^ly 9 me appreciated yvur kind 
references $ &Jt&t# : |e individual mho km nothing 
to conceal realJ^ I* the end ha& mtMng to 
fear* 

With beet wiehee and kind regarded 

Sincerely yours* ■ 
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Llley, 



When the Overstreets were in to see me recently they pointed 
out that the American Legion in Mill Valley had protested^^ainst 
them and that there had been circulated information secui* 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities although the 
innuendoes were made that this information came from the FBI. 

I told the Overstreets at the time we did not release such 
information to persons other than those duly authorized to receive 
it and that we certainly had not released any information on them. 

They asked if we would write them a letter to that effect 
and I told them there was no point in writing a letter when I was 
telling them. 

They then inquired what our policy was if a citizen wrote in 
and asked about our policy. I told them we would respond to such 
inquiries and state our policy, namely, that the contents of our 
files are made available only to duly authorized persons* No 
v doubt, the Overstreets are back of the attached letter. A reply 
pw is attached. 
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You will recall that on May 2(57 1953 > I saw Dr v t^. 
and Mrs, Harry A#Overstreet, t the noted psychologists, authors^ ' J 
and lecturers T At that time, they advised their names had been 
associated over a period of years with reference to organizational 
affiliations and the purpose of their visit was to get on record 
and make their position clear that they were not members of the 
Communist Party, 

Subsequently, on May 28, 1953, Dr. and Mrs. 
Overstreet appeared before the Senate Internal Security Committee. 

For record purposes, there is attached hereto a 
paper printed by the San FranclscoJSxarainer, dated September 29, 1952, 
containing an article by T^^MM^^tl^sxs^rept , entitled^IVfhat Can 
We Do as Individuals to Oppose Communism? ,r 
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another abrupt turn, . . . Now, 
I the Communist shouted vocifer- 
ously, "The Yanks are coming." 
He supported the draft to the 
hilt, and proclaimed himself a 
great patriot. He announced that 
our President was a great and 
good man. The Communist Party 
went through the motions of 
dissolving itself. Its American 
leader Earl Browder, during this 
period announced that the Com- 
munists were willing to accept 
the principle of private enterprise. 
This was the fifth violent policy 
change in twelve years, and there 
was another which started in 1945, 
and is still in progress, The talk 
is again of imperialism, of both 
major parties being "tools of the 
capitalist class." . . . Browder was 
deposed, and with him, for the 
Communist, disappeared love of 
this country and acceptance of 
private property. 
The Meaning of These Changes 
All these policy changes that 



have been outlined fall into one 
pattern, which hinges on what the 
Russians call their national de- 
fense policy. Unless we under- 
stand the foreigh policy changes 
of the Kremlin, we can't under- 
stand the domestic policy changes 
of the Communist Party in Amer- 
ica. But, that, of course, will still 
not be the whole story. All of the 
contradictions and zig-zags of the 
Communist Party are not related 
to the foreign policy of the Soviet 
Union, nor canthey be explained 
completely on that basis. 

If you will read up on recent 
history you will discover such 
items as these: In 1935, while the 
Soviet Government was denounc- 
ing Italy's Fascist conquest of 
Ethiopia, at thersame time they 
were supplying-, the Italian navy 
with oil. ... You will be remind- 
ed that whereas.the Communists 
have often professed a great de- 
sire for fair employment legisla- 
tion, they denounced A. Philip 



Randolph's successful campaign 
for such legislation in 1940. , , . 
You'll also be reminded that while 
they attack the Smith Act today 
■the act of Congress under which 
>me of their leaders are being 
jailed as a grave threat to Amer- 
ican liberty, yet in 1941 and again 
in 1943 when this very same Jaw 
was being invoked against non- 
Communists the Communists sup- 
ported the Smith Act vociferous- 
ly. .. . You will learn that while 
the Communists shout vigorously 
for free labor, they support just 
as vigorously a system which 
openly impose stern disciplinary 
penalties for tardiness at work, 
and court sentences for absen- 
teeism. 

What lies behind their bland 
acceptance of these strange poli- 
and contradictions? I think 
we have to fit all the pieces to- 
gether before we get a satisfac- 
tory answer to that question. But 
certainly one of the key pieces is 



the understanding of the basic 
philosophy that underlies Commu- 
nism, which centers around the 
depreciation of the individual. 
Lenin once said: "For us, moral- 
ity is subordinated to the inter- 
ests of the class struggle." My 
comment is that for those of us 
the western world who have 
inherited the Judaeo • Christian 
tradition, morality cannot be 
toyed with in such a fashion, Our 
basic documents refer to certain 
inalienable rights. For us, those 
rights are not inalienable just 
when it suits our purpose, They 

tre always inalienable. 

Democracy Versus Communism 
We are really, then, not just 
facing an enemy with an army. 
We are facing an enemy with a 
set of ideas that are counter to 
ours. We have to be concerned 
not just with the invasion of any 
army, that can destroy our land 
—but with an invasion of ideas 
that can destroy our way of life. 



And that means that we have :, 
to be crystal clear not only about ■ 
the ideas that underlie Commu- 
nism, but about the ideas that 
underlie democracy. , . . About 
the ideas that we wish to protect 
against totalitarian invasion. . . • 
In other words, while we are set- 
ting up our necessary frontal i 
defenses, we cannot allow these 
alien ideas to come in through 
the back door and destroy us. 
... We can't Communize our- 
selves, even in the name of our 
struggle against Russia, or else 
we will have been defeated as 
surely as if the Red Army had 
marched down Market Street in 

San Francisco In our struggle 

against Communism, we have to; 
cling tenaciously to our principles 
of democratic procedure and to 
our individual rights— or else we 
will be doing to ourselves exactly 
what we're fighting against being 
done to us. j 
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Basic Economic Theories 
of Communism 



By Karl Landauer 

/Professor of Political Science, University of California 



1— What is the difference be. 
tween Communism with a large 
"C" and communism with a 
small "e"t 

If we are to understand our 
enemy— Communism with a large 
C— we have to understand that 
It is a specific, body of .theory 
and beliefs. The general term 
"communism" was actually used 
long before Marx to m 
ply— the practice of common own- 
ership. Marx and Engels took over 
the term when they found the 
basic principles of modern Com- 
munism, Lenin and others added 
a number of important elements. 
S— Is modern Communism pri- 
marily an economic system or a 
form of government? 
Communism is not just an eco- 
nomic system, If It were that, we 
might not like It, we might think 
it was impractical, but we would 
have no reason to discriminate 
against Communists. If it were 
just an Idea for an economic sys- 
tem, we could let the Communists 
work for their Ideas within our 
democracy just as other parties 
and Ideas operate in America. 
Back in the early part of the nine- 
teenth century there were a num- 
ber of communities in this coun- 
try which called themselves com- 
munistic. They were using the 
term in its old, pre-Marxian sense. 
They had been founded mostly 
on the suggestion of European 
reformers like Britain's Robert 
Owen or France's Etienne Cabet 
—but they received the sympa- 
thetic interest of such American 
leaders as Horace Greeley, Charles 
Dana and William Henry Chan- 
ning, If the Communists of today 
merely wanted to organize such 
colonies, in which all members 
had equal claims to what they 
produced, we would just tell them 
to go ahead and try out their 
ideas. No, it is not that kind 
of Communism that now poisons 
the relations of men and of peo- 
ples all over the world. What 
makes Communism unbearable to 



its attempt to establish dic- 
tatorship, a police state complete 
with dungeons and torture and 
thought control. 1 , 

3— What is the.basic economic 
idea behind c/mmunlsm? 

The econoW program of Com- 
munism tQolMijr start 'ftpm the 
old dream'of #$a% ~" ^ n ? d ? a 
roted In' the Western tra- 
dition. The philosophers of old 
had thought of mankind's golden 
age in which there were no dif- 
ferences of rank or wealth . , . In 
the fourteenth century the 
lish peasants sang of it, and in 
the nineteenth century, the Eng- 
chartist talked of It ... As 
a matter of fact there was a 
current of slrailar Ideas running 
through American democracy un- 
der Andrew Jackson at about 
that time, Karl Marx took up 
that basic idea and built a theory 
around It, which we economists 
know as the theory of surplus 
value. He granted that economic 
inequality had been historically 
necessary, but maintained that it 
had outlived its usefullness and 
therefore could be abolished. 

Economic equality was to be 
reached in two stages: first, all 
so-called profits, all that an in- 
dustrialist or a merchant,, or an 
investor receives by virtue of his 
ownership of capital should be 
abolished. Industrial and com- 
mercial property should be trans- 
ferred to society as a whole- 
meaning government. This is 
what we call nationalization to- 
day, and what the British did a 
few years ago with their coal 
mines and railroads. In the so- 
cialist phase, there would still be 
a difference in wages and sal- 
aries, although no profits. Then 
after an undefined period, this 
wage differential would be elim- 
inated ... or rather, each man 
would receive goods according to 
his needs, without the use of 
wage scales, even without the use 
of money. This organization of 
society which Marx did not ex- 
in any detail and which to 
our minds is quite fantastic, he 
called complete Communism. 



4— Have the Soviet Communists 
abolished profits in Russia? 

In name, yes. All the important 
enterprises are state owned— so 
the capitalist, as Marx defined 
him, has disappeared. But what 
does that mean in practice? Let's 
look, at it .this way; Where does 
the profit '6£'ari> enterprise go' 
Part of it is used to maintain a 
standard of living for the capital- 
ist, but another — often a much 
larger part is plowed right back 
into the economic system — to 
build new factories, new machin- 
ery and so forth. This second por- 
tion, of course, exists in the So- 
viet Union too. In fact, it is great- 
er there than in the West: the So- 
viet government insists on a wide 
margin between production cost 
and product prices to finance 
rapid construction of industry. 

Personal profit certainly has 
not disappeared either. II 
bears a different name now. It 
has been turned into high salary 
differentials. Managerial salaries 
are very high in the Soviet Union 
as compared with those of an or. 
dinary worker and social and eco- 
nomic Inequality is very great in 
all walks of life. According to the 
most reliable reports, the differ- 
ence between the standard of liv- 
ing of a factory manager and an 
unskilled worker ... or between 
that of a general and a private 
in the army ... or between an 
ambassador and a clerk of low 
rank ... is far greater in the 
USSR than in the USA And this 
is not even the whole story, for 
beneath the ordinary workers, 
the common soldiers, the low 
ranking and low paid government 
employes there is in the Soviet 
Union a class of millions of the 
most unfortunate people, the in- 
mates of the forced labor camps, 
who live a life far more down- 
trodden, far more miserable, far 
more exploited than that of me- 
dieval serfs. 

5— How true is the Communist 
claim that their political system 
exists only for the purpose of 
furthering the economic wel- 
fare of the people? 
Exactly the opposite is true, un- 
der the Soviet dictatorship, gov- 



ernment ownership of the instru- 
ments of production has become 
nothing more than a means to 
make political oppression more 
secure and unshakeable. Original- 
ly it was claimed that harsh polit- 
ical methods were only a means 

effect the transition to a bet- 
ter economkr, system.- Jt ,is, t still 
the official myth in Soviet Rus- 
sia and among Communists in 
general that some day the dic- 
tatorship will disappear and that 
even the state will "wither away" 
and mankind will live In complete 
equality with no government at 
all. Soviet reality, however, has 
not moved in the direction of this 
ideal. Quite to the contrary, it 
has constantly moved in the op- 
posite direction. So, the Soviet 
state of 1952 is far more op- 
pressive in every respect than it 
was in 1918 or in 1930, and in 

), if it continues Its direc- 
tion, it will be more oppressive 
than it is today. No, Communism 
as we see it today is not a tem- 
porary dictatorship to establish 
an economic paradise. Rather it 
is constantly deepening and per- 
petuating its dictatorship, 

FINAL REMARKS 

This is just the first indication 
that we cannot take what the 
Communists say at face value 
This is just one instance of them 
saying that they're doing one 
thing— thereby fooling many peo- 
pie— while actually they're mov- 
ing in exactly the opposite di- 
rection. That's why the ideas of 
Marx have been so useful to them. 
Viewing his Ideas with the experi- 
ence of the twentieth century, 
we find that many of Marx's con- 
cepts, especially that of the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat— 
which he never defined- 
conducive to the establishment of 
a new autocracy, conducive to the 
establishment of the politically 
oppressive state that we know 
as the Soviet Union. But along 
with this dictatorial tendency in 
Marx's thinking, there was also 
a very different one. He was, aft- 
all, a nineteenth century revo- 
lutionary, and that meant that 
he was a rebel against the autoc- 
racy of his times. In this sense 



we find in Marx a substantial ' 
element of the ideas of John 
Locke, of Thomas Paine, of Jet 
ferson and Lincoln. Modem Com- 
cunism consists essentially of 
what is left of Marxism when 
this whole spirit of freedom has 
been drained off. That is why I 
personally don't like.it when peo- 
pie useithe terms Marxism and 
Communism interchangeably. 

But while they have discarded 
in practice the element of the 
nineteenth century liberalism in 
Marx, they will still lay claim to 
it. That is particularly important 
abroad where the major part of 
the ideologicaj struggle against 
sm must be waged. I 
think we do not often enough re«' : 
alize how strongly the people of 
Europe and some of Asia have 
been impressed by the theories 
of Marx, It would be foolish to 
delude ourselves about this his- 
torlcal fact. So many of the peo- 
ple of Europe and Asia identify 
Marx with the struggle against 
autocracy. 

We must try to educate them 
against the totalitarian seeds that 
lie in Marx's thinking ... but 
we must also show them that 
the Communists have violated 
and reversed whatever ideas 
about freedom also lie in Marx'3 
thinking. We must show them 
the exact nature of Communism. 
Further, we must prove to them 
that we are the defenders of 
human liberty as against Moscow. 
We must not give them a chance 
to question the sincerity of our 
belief in liberty either by ex- 
cessively repressive measures at 
home — or by overbearing atti- 
tudes abroad. Do not mistake me 
I do not believe that ideologi- 
cal weapons alone can stop Soviet 
expansion. I believe personally in 
all-out armament. But physical 
weapons are carried by men, and 
the way to reduce the need for 
military effort is to conquer by . 
political means the minds of as 
many men as we possibly can . . . 
I think we can do much toward. 
that end but we first must under- 
stand more exactly and less 
vaguely, the specific doctor^ 
which is our enemy today. 
San Francisco Examiner— 3 
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The Basic Conflict Between Theories 
of Communism and Democracy 

By Dr. Harold Fisher 

Chairman of the Hoover Institute and Library, Stanford University 



i— How do Communists use the 
term "democracy"? 
The Communists themselves 

, have been inconsistent about 
their use of the terms democracy 
and Communism, When It was 

. founded, the party was known as 

. the Russian Social Democratic 
Labor Party. A.'ter five years of 

i not very prosperous existence, 
the party split into several fac- 
tions. The two most important 
groups became known as the 
Bolsheviks, which means major- 
ity—and the Mensheviks which 
means minority. The two groups 
kept these names in spite of the 
fact that the Bolsheviks became 
a minority and the Mensheviks 
became a majority. . Shortly after 
the Bolsheviks gained control of 
the Russian government, they 
changed their name to the Rus- 
sian Communist Party. They said 
very little about democracy for 
several years. They called their 
own political system a dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, but they 
didn't contrast it with the sys- 
tems of democracy such as were 
found in Great Britain and the 
United States. They denied that 
real democracy existed in these 
countries. The Communists 
claimed that what we really had 
was a dictatorship of the middle 
class— the bourgeoisie— and there- 
niore the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat was not the opposite of , 

' democracy,- but the' opposite of | 
the dictatorship of the bour- 
geoisie. 

2— How do the Communists jus- 
tify their use of the word 
, dictatorship? 

By their own reasoning, the 
Communists concluded that all 
dictatorships but their own were 
bad. THEIR dictatorship was a 
good one because it was the only 
one that was democratic. As a 
matter of fact, Lenin used the 
term "democratic dictatorship'" 
which to us is an impossible con 
tradictlon. What Lenin and a) 
the other Communists who talk 
the same language mean is that 
all democracies in history before 
the Soviet Union were really de- 
mocracies for only ONE class in 
that society . . . and the one 
class which enjoyed democracy 
exploited the other classes which 
did not. 

Let hie give you an example. 
The Soviet Encyclopedia explains 
that the democracy of classical 
Greece was a democracy of slave 
owners. In other words, according 
to the Soviet Encyclopedia, the 
slave owners had a democracy for 
themselves, but a dictatorship 
over all others in their society. 
... In a like manner, according 
to the Communists, a capitalist 
democracy means that the capi- 
talists enjoy democracy while dic- 
tating to and exploiting the rest 
of the population, 



3— Why do the Communists as- 
sume a dictatorship by all 
OTHER da.-, sea is undemo- 
cratic, while a dictatorship 
by the proletarian class — 
which they claimed to repre- 
sent—Is democratic? 
In the case of all the other 
dictatorships, said the Commu- 
nists, a majority was being sup- 
pressed and exploited by. a mi- 
nority. In THEIR case, nobody 
was being exploited and only the 
exploiters were being suppressed. 
Therefore, it was a real democ- 
racy. What it comes down to is 
that the Russian Communists 
justified their dictatorship by 
claiming that it represents the 
majority — and the majority 
should rule because it IS the 
majority. . . , Now, we in the 
West would agree that the ma- 
jority should rule— but we make 
two important qualifications that 
the Communists reject. First of 
all, we say that neither the Com- 
munist Party or any other party 
can speak for the majority un- 
less it receives a majority of 
votes in a free election. The Com- 
munists, of course, do not permit 
free elections. . . . Secondly, we 
say that although the majority 
should rule, the minority or 
minorities must be given the 
right to exist and be free to or- 
ganize and make political propa- 

pfifj^TTTinOTafiffo win enough 
vo'tes- to change Its status from 
minority to majority. They don't 
tolerate minorities in the Soviet 
Union, 

Ir-How does Communism and 
democracy differ In the tolera- 
tion of minority viewpoints? 

I'd like to emphasize first that 
the toleration of minorities is not 
just something extra that Is to 
be added to the principle of 
majority rule to make democ- 
racy valid. ... To us, the tolera- 
tion of minorities, of different 
opinions, Is every bit as impor- 
tant as the principle of majority 
rule. It is because of our belief 
in toleration that we insist on 
such fundamental liberties as 
freedom of worship, freedom of 
speech, and the press, freedom of 
association, freedom of occupa- 
tion and equality of opportunity. 

The Western democracies do 
not, of course, achieve 100 per 
cent toleration or realize all of 
these freedoms completely, but 
we try to. The Communists 
deny toleration entirely, The 
Communists claim that tolera- 
tion means lack of faith, If you 
know what is good and just, 
they ask, why should you toler- 
ate the opposition of some one 
who disagrees with you and is 
therefore obviously wrong? The 
Communists say that they have 
mastered what they call the sci- 
ence of Marxism-Leninism, and 



therefore know what is in the in- 
terests of the majority better 
than those who make up the ma- 
jority. This superior knowledge 
gives them the right and duty, 
so they claim, to dictate to the 
majority for its own good. 

According to this thinking, it 
would be foolish to allow the ig- 
norant to vote or to express op- 
position, , , . And iet me add that 
the Communists say that their 
superior knowledge extends to all 
branches of politics, economics, 
the arts and sciences. That's 
why we call their system a totali- 
tarian system. It has much in 
common with the absolute rule 
of kings, emperors and feudal no- 
bility. 

5— Does the Communist theory 
of government apply to ALL 
forms of totalitarianism? 
Yes, from our point of view, 
Communism, Fascism, Nazism, 
Falangism, Peronism and other 
types of dictatorship are just 
new models of ancient despotism, 
dressed up to fit conditions of a 
particular time and place. AH 
despots—ancient, medieval and 
modern, claim to know all the an- 
swers, to know what is best for 
everybody and to treat those 
who disagree with them as dis- 
loyal, subversive and dangerous 
persons who should be sup- 
pressed. An. Engliisij... PpllJtel 
philosopher once.wfotei 'Tower 
corrupts and absolute power cor 
rupts absolutely," So it follows 
that those who seize power with 
a view to serving the Interests of 
the majority AGAINST ITS OWN 
WISHES will be led sooner or 
later to substitute the Interests 
of the rulers for the interests of 
those for whon they pretend to 
speak. Inevitably there follows 
a reliance on force to deny all op- 
portunity of an individual or or- 
ganized protest, 

6— How did the Idea of demo- 
cratic government come Into 
being? 

This Western concept of de- 
mocracy is relatively new. Some 
300 years ago, the Radical Puri- 
tans of England were in revolt 
against the despotism of the 
time, which did its best to deny 
toleration to those who did not 
accept the Divine Right of Kings 
and the state religion. But the 
Puritans decided that It was pos- 
sible to have government and 
toleration at the same time. 
Others arrived at the some idea, 
but were not able to put it Into 
practice. The philosophy of the 
Puritan revolution was devel- 
oped by John Locke and taken 
over by the authors of our Dec- 
laration of Independence and our 
Constitution, This philosophy 
was based on the rights of the 
individual against the state and 
the state religion. The right of 



dissent is an essential part of 
this philosophy, 

In other words, the importance 
of the individual, .every individ- 
ual, and his inalienable rights AS 
an individual/are tho very heart 
of democracy. "When we speak 
of the rule of law, we mean the 
protection of- v the individual 
against the state. Under our sys- 
tem, we assume that ail rights 
belong to the people except those 
assigned to th$ government by 
the Constitution or legislative en- 
actment. The Communists act 
on the opposite assumption- 
that is, that the government, 
which they say acts for the 
jority, has all the powers except 
those specifically granted to the 
individual or group;; of individu- 
als. Mr. Justice Jackson has 
said that absolute rule in the 
name of the people can Ije just 
as tyrannical as the rule of an 
absolute monarch and the dicta- 
torship of the many may be as 
ruthless as the dictatorship ..of 
the one. He believes that one of 
the greatest problems of our 
time is "that of establishing 
limitations on the absolutisms of 
majorities which will protect the 
fundamental human rights of 
minorities." 

J— Have we completely solved 
the problemY of democratic 

In this regard? 

OF COURSE we haven't com- 
pletely solved the problem of pro- 
tecting the individual or minori- 
ties. We have regrettable inci- 
dents of discrimination and we 
have had some disturbing Inci- 
dents here in California. The 
people who were involved have 
failed in these instances to grasp 
the full meaning of democracy. 
. the right of Men individual 
be different whether in idea 
or worship or background. It's 
true that this kind of intolerance 
is drawn from the well of totali- 
tarian thinking-and that indi- 
vidual acts of intolerance can 
weaken the fibre of democracy 
—but we've got to keep this In 
mind: oppression and discrimina- 
tion and intolerance are NOT of- 
ficial policies of the government 
and they can not ever belofficial 
policies of the government with- 
out violating the Constitution, In 
that great document we have 
placed limitations on the meas- 
ure which any majority or any of- 
ficial of a state 'or .the federal 
government may take AGAINST 
ANY INDIVIDUAL OR MINOR- 
The Communists recog- 
nize no such limitation. This is 
one .of the basic differences be- 
tween the police garrisor. state 
and what has been called the 
"citizen State"— between gov- 
ernment by terror and govern- 
ment under law. 



&— What is meant by "govern- 
ment by terror"? 

The use of physical violence is 
an obvious means of maintaining 
government by terror. But there 
are other methods of terror at 
which the Communists are adept. 
Men can be intimidated and si- 
lenced by defamation— by the 
publication of unverified and un- 
proved charges of treason or dis- 
loyalty. . . Public vilification 
without according the accused 
the defense rights guaranteed to 
a pickpocket accused of plying 
his trade, is in violation of a 
basic principle of Western de- 
mocracy—due process of law. It 
is worth noting that the Soviet 
system has institutionalized gov- 
ernment by terror through vilifi- 
cation by the institution of 
purges when informers and every 
one else are encouraged to bring 
every kind of accusation against 
the person who is being sub- 
jected to terror. This procedure 
rests, of course, on the denial of 
tolerance of opposition and the 
disregard of individual rights. 
FINAL REMARKS 

We always come back to the 
same root difference — democ- 
racy's respect for the individual 
and the individual's right to dis- 
sent and be different, as com- 
pared to Communism's basic com- 
teippt:for the. Individual. That's 
fundamental, lilt there are con- 
comitant factors, of course. For 
one thing, Marxism-Leninism is 
built on several rigid dogmas 
such as the inevitability of the 
collapse of capitalism, etc. West- 
ern democracy denies the valid- 
ity of such rigid dogmas. Democ- 
racy recognizes that the great 
lesson of history Is CHANGE— 
and the only way to deal with 
change is by free trade in ideas. 

We believe that the Communist 
dogmas wilt never solve the 
great problem of our time be- 
cause as Edwin Canham of the 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONI- 
TOR has well said: "Communism 
or any other totalitarianism 19 
bound by chains of dogma and 
imprisoned by the closed mind." 
The basic issue of our generation 
is between two ways of life: 
"One aspires toward ever great- 
er freedom and equality, solving ■ 
its difficulties by struggles with- 
in the rules of the game which 
recognizes the legitimacy of op- 
position. The other has no place 
for opposition nor for freely giv- 
en consent, bui concentrates all 
power, political, economic and 
educational, in the hands of a mi- 
nority convinced that it is a bet- 
ter judge of the interests of the 
vast majority of men and women 
than they themselves. The issue, 
in short-and this transcends all 
other differences today— is be- 
tween democracy and totalitari- 
anism." 



IV 



The Tactics of Communism 

By Wilson C. Record 

Sociologist, University of California, Author t "The Negro and the Communist Party.'" 



'"'■\ 1— What is meant by "tactics?" 

Lets define it in a somewhat 

flexible and inclusive way. We 

1 mean by tactics simply those 
techniques used to attain certain 
i— San Francisco Examiner 



ends. Of course, every political 
group Is concerned with tactics. 
But participants in genuine dem- 
ocratic movements are also con- 
cerned with the necessity of their 



tactics being morally and logi- 
cally consistent with their final 
aims. They want to be sure that 
day to day actions do not compro- 
mise or destroy the goals they 



seek. On the other hand— as we i their methods. They are not 
. see —totalitarian move- basically concerned with the re- 
ments such as Communism are lationship of means to ends. They 
never seriously bothered with the assume that the last always justi- 
consistency of their goals andjfies the first. Neither morality or 






Party said: "The trade unions 
must perform (their) tasks not 
In the capacity of an Independent, 

separate organized force, but In 
the capacity of one of the prin- 
cipal branches of the Government 
machinery guided by the Com- 
munist Party." The union in the 
Soviet Union is not an indepen- 
dent arm of the workers, but an 
arm of the Government, an arm 
of the employer. Trud, the offi- 
cial organ of the USSR trade 
unions reported in its issue 
March 26, 1937: "In all unions 
from the central board to the 
craft committee, the appointive 
system Is in use. General meet- 
ings are practically non-existent. 
For years, there have been no 
elections to the Central Union." 
4— Is there such a thing as col- 
lective bargaining in the 
) Soviet Union? 
' From 1933 to 1947, even formal 
collective bargaining 
lawed In the Soviet Union. The 
official Soviet text on labor law 
said this: "detailed regulation of 
all sides of Uabor) relations by 
mandatory acts of governmental 
power does not leave any room 
for contractual agreement con- 
cerning one labor condition or an- 
other." Collective agreements are 
now allowed, but in name only. 
For instance, it is forbidden to 
include In the agreement any 
rates which are not first handed 
down by the Government, by the 
employer . . . Actually, each 
agreement is drafted by the Gov- 
ernment ministry and handed 
down to the workers . . . This, 
of course, is not collective bar 
gaining . , . The chief purpose 
of these agreements, and the 
chief purpose for the unions is to 
speed up the production of the 
workers . . , This is stated offi- 
cially in a number of places. 

In 1947 a manual of labor leg- 
islation was published in the 
Soviet Union which explained 
that unions and collective agree- 
ments had nothing to do with 
wages and other conditions of 
labor which were established by 
Government decree , . . their pur- 
pose is to make sure that produc- 
tion plans are filled, and that the 
workers are given a Communist 



education , , . According to Trud 
of July 8, 1933, the purpose of 
labor organizations Is "to direct 
the fight for completion and 
overfulfilment by every worker 
of his prescribed norm of work." 

There is no protection at all 
for the workers . . . and I could 
sit here all night and tell you 
of conditions that American 
workers wouldn't stand for 
I'm not just talking about the 
fact that the per capita income in 
the Soviet Union in 1949, accord- 
ing to the United Nations, was 
and that labor income 
was lower than this because of 
the tremendous salary differen- 
tials in the Soviet Union . , , I'm 
talking about the complete lack 
of freedom, and lack of dignity. 

. . The speed-up, which Ameri- 
can labor unions have fought 
against for years, is a matter of 
official policy in the Soviet 
Union, So is the matter of piece- 
work. According to a Soviet pub- 
lication, in 1938, 75 per cent of 
the workers were paid on a piece- 
work basis. 

3— Are there any strikes in Rus- 
sia? 

The unions aren't set up for it 
and the Government won't allow 
it. There hasn't been a strike in 
Russia since some sailors tried it, 
in 1921 and were cut down 
bloodily by the army . . . This 
is the model that the Communist 
Party wants to sell the Ami 
can workers , . . And we haven't 
even been talking about the slave 
labor which some people 
estimated as high as 20,000,000 
. . . The Soviet Union has admit- 
ted officially that ' the Baltic- 
White Sea canal and part of the 
Turk-Sib railway have been built 
forced labor battalions involv- 
ing about a million prisoners . , , 
6— How do the Communists jus- 
tify oppressive, labor legisla- 

■ tionjn the Sovte$13nfon? ; t :/ 
'' The rather absurd** argument 
that is offered by Soviet apolo- 
gists for the exploitation of labor 
in the Soviet Union, is that it is 
a workers' state, and therefore 
the workers shouldn't object. 
But, of course, it's not a workers' 
state at all, It's a Communist 
Party state. As one of the princi- 



pal leaders of the central body 
of the USSR trade unions an- 
nounced in Trud of July 8, 1933: 
"The workers have no right to 
defend themselves against the 
Government" Anyway, this apol- 
ogy would be like saying to a 
who's about to be beaten 
the head with a baseball 
bat: "This is your bat, so you 
shouldn't mind being hit with 
it . , ." 
7— What kind of record have the 

Communist had In Ameri- 
can labor unions? 

The Communist Party policy in 
the labor movement in this coun- 
try has always been geared to 
the preservation of power in the 
Kremlin. I'm not saying that this 
was the motivation of every rank- 
and-file Communist. But this is 
where they were all led by the 
Communist Party. In 
1940 when Stalin and Hitler were 
pals, Communists in the Ameri 
can labor movement tried to force 
crippling strikes in the American 
defense industries wherever they 
:ould. When Stalin and Hitler fell 
out, and Stalin needed America's 
strength, they tried to lead strik- 
ing unions back to work on com- 
pany terms. 

I know of two cases right here 
in California . . . This shows 
how little concern the Communist 
Party has for the needs of the 
workers , , . There have been 
proved cases of their prolonging 
strikes deliberately, at the cost 
of hungry families, in order to 
further what they call the class 
struggle ... one strike of 40,000 
workers in New York was called 
on Communist orders — although 
Governor Alfred E. Smith's spe- 
cial commission had already se- 
cured from management the 
major demands of the workers. 
But the Communist Party insist- 
ed on going ahead with the strike 
for Its own purpose .*, . svi 
workers suffered, as a result. 
8— What techniques have the 
Communists used within the 
unions? 

In the first place, they had an 
effective technique which was 
really very simple. They went 
into every union meeting with 
prearranged plans and a tightly 



disciplined group. In a union 
local of 1,000 members, there 
might be twenty, Communists. 
Out of the thousand workers 
maybe fifty would show up 
at a meeting. But twenty of these 
fifty would be Communists. They 
always showed up. Very often, 
they would apply the technique 
of coming early an4 staying late. 

They kept the meeting going 
with unimportant .-discussion of 
one kind or another — perhaps 
on parliamentary procedure 
and at a late hour, the meeting- 
would naturally start to thin out. 
When enough people had left so 
that the Communists had a ma- 
jority, then they'd.start the im- 
tant discussion''— whether it 
was the election of'an officer, or 
the passing of a resolution. Then, 
too, the Communists always vol- 
unteered for union jobs, worked 
hard, and naturally-worked them- 
selves up into positions of re: 
sponsibility. -,i.». 
9— How can we prevent Commu- 
nist Infiltration into labor 
unions? 

One of the antidotes to Com- 
munist infiltration is the more 
active participation in unioi 
fairs by all its members. This ap- 
plies to organizations other than 
labor unions, too. -Of. course, as 
you know, union people have be- 
come more alert to the Commu- 
nists. That's why, during the past 
years, you've seen such a brisk 
housocleaning in the labor move- 
ment of those relatively few Com- 
munists In key positions . . , 

Actually, the • Communists 
never did recruit muqh of a r 
bership from the working class. 
. . . Proportionately a much 
larger part of their, membership 
came from the middle class . . 
But the time that ttie^Commumst 

during the depression" . . '. This 
stands to reason and points up 
an important factor in the fight 
against Communism. Where eco- 
nomic well-being and social se- 
curity exist, Communism 
make no Inroads . . . But low 
wages, poor housing, racial or 
religious employment discrimina- 



tion,, bad working conditions — 
these things make us vulnerable . 
to Communism. 

Paraphrasing Joe Louis, I'd 
say that there may be plenty of 
things still wrong in our coun- 
try, but nothing that Stalin can 
cure . . . Nevertheless, the Com- 
munists are strongest wherever 
we're weak — and whenever we 
turn our backs on anything that 
needs improving in America, 
we're giving the Communists a 
boost upward ... In that connec- 
tion, those who cry "wolf" for 
their own purposes, and label a 
strike "Communist" when it's 
not, i are doing the Communists 
the greatest kind of service. So 
do the "fake" anti-Communists. 
In the confusion the real Commu- 
nists are able to escape detec- 
tion 

10— What is meant by "fake" 
anti-Communists? 

As a prime example I'd like to 
cite a recent American Legion 
report on anti-Communist frauds 
. . . those who jump on the pop- 
ular anti-Communist bandwagon 
for their own selfish purposes, 
but who really belong in the Com- 
munist camp because of their at- 
tempts to weaken civil rights or 
attack free labor or water down 
the Constitution, or raise hatred 
against men because of the color 
of their skin, or the church or 
synagogue they attend . . . This 
American Legion report (12) 
which I'd personally be glad to 
provide anyone, does a great serv- 
ice to the fight against Commu- 
nism by naming some of these 
fake anti-Communists . . , Only 
a man who is genuinely interest- 
ed in preserving democracy can 
make an effective fight against 
Communism . . , only such a man 
can make an effective fight for 
laboxte srlghts-.%- , -Communists ~ 
and other totalitarians cannot b*-r — 
tolerated in the labor unions be- 
cause their allegiance- is not to 
the cause of democracy or labor, 
. . . The Soviet Labor Laws which 
I quoted earlier merely point up 
the fact that Communism cannot 
— and will not — live alongside 
free, independent and strong 
labor unions. 



VI 



Communism and Civil Liberties 



By Right Reverend Karl Block 

Episcopal Bishop, California 



I would understand that the 
term "civil liberties" refers to 
those freedoms guaranteed in the 
first ten amendments to the Con- 
stitution. Freedom of speech, 
Which includes freedom of the 
press; freedom of religion; free- 
dom of assembly, which implies 
freedom of political action, and 
freedom of petition, which guar- 
antees the right of people to ap 
peal to officials of the Govern 
ment in representative capacities, 
with some reasonable hope that 
injustice to the individuals will be 
rectified. In addition to these 
specific freedoms we would in- 
clude in our long experience in 
the democratic tradition, such 
liberties as rights of habeas 
corpus; a right to fair trial and a 
guarantee against arrest without 
due process of law, freedom of 
movement; and the right to seek 
employment wherever one wishes 
to work and security from being 
impressed into service. 

; 2— -Is there freedom of expres- 
i sion (speech or press) in the 

'Soviet Union? 

6— San Frwcisco Examiner 



There is absolutely no freedom 
' speech that may be construed 
as being critical of the govern 
ment in power, a right which i: 
basic to any real freedom of 
speech. One is only free in Rus- 
sia to speak favorably and ap- 
provingly of the status quo. The 
proof here is in the pudding. 
There are two hundred million 
people in the Soviet Union, and 
in all the years of his dictatoi 
ship, not one of them has stood 
up publicly to criticize Stalin. 
Are we to assume that there's not 
even one crackpot among the two 
hundred million Russians who 
has a criticism of Stalin? Not 
even the Communists would have 
the audacity to say that. . . . 
There are ten thousand news- 
papers in. Soviet Russia, and 
a line of criticism of Stalin. 
The answer to that is right in the 
Soviet Constitution which says 
that freedom of press is guaran- 
teed by "Placing at the disposal 
of the working people and their 
organizations printing shops, sup- 
plies of papers." ... By their own 
words, nobody can go into the 
newspaper business, or stay in it, 



print leaflets, without re 
ceivuig permission and supplies 
from the government. ... So, 
even constitutionally, Stalin has 
guaranteed himself freedom from 
criticism. 

The Soviet jurist, Nikolai Kry 
lenko, has stated frankly: "Any 
person who might wish to bring 
back the capitalist system is not 
given either free speech or free 
press by our Constitution." No 
act is needed, but only a wish, 
for a Russian's freedom of ex- 
pression to be denied. And any 
one' criticizing high government 
policy is said to have "capitalist" 

ishes. 

3— Is there freedom of assem- 

ly or of the vote in the Soviet 
Union? 

The righjt guaranteed by fr> 
dom of assembly is the right of 
the people to gather together to 
study its institutions and particu- 
larly its political institutions, 
with the purpose of bringing 
these institutions into line with 
the thinking of the group. In 
Russia there is absolutely no 
ecord of any kind of people 
being permitted to assemble for 



such purpose. Politically, there 
is only one party. Only one name 
appears on the ballot. Let me 

gain quote from the Soviet Con- 
stitution itself. Article 114 of 
that Constitution states — "The 
right to nominate candidates is 
secured to public organizations 
and societies of the working 
people, Communist Party or- 
ganizations and trade unions, co- 
operatives, youth organizations 
and cultural societies." , . . These 
are the only bodies that can nomi- 
nate candidates, and we already 
learned how carefully controlled 
these bodies are by the Com- 
munist Party. So again, by their 
own words, the Communists have 
prohibited free elections. . . . 

4— Is there freedom of petition 
in the Soviet Union? 

The right to petition 
teed to us by the Constitution is 
the right of an individual citizen 
or a group of citizens to appeal 
to the Government for redress of 
wrongs. The reality of this free- 
dom is based on the assumpti 
that such appeals will receive 
sympathetic consideration from 
those duly elected to insure the 



well-being of the common man. 
There is no evidence whatever In 
contemporary Russia of the em- 
ployment of this petition. The 
right simply does not exist and 
therefore is not employed. The 
Communists don't see any reason 
for it to be employed, since it's a 
democratic process, and they 
don't believe in the democratic 
process . . . Joseph Stalin made 
this statement in a meeting of 
the Communist International in 
Moscow in May, 1929: "True Bol- 
shevik courage does not consist 
in placing one's individual will 
above the will of the Comintern. 
True courage consists in being 
strong enough to master and 
overcome oneself and subordinate 
one's will to the will of the col- 
lective, the will of the higher 
party body." A Soviet publica- 
tion, Novy Mir, explained in 1940: 
"In our country there is only one 
truth— State truth." There is, 
then, no possibility of dissent. 

5— Why does the Soviet Con- 
stitution mention Civil Liberties 
at all? 

I think it fits In with the de- 
scription of Communist tactics 



I that Wilson Record made earlier. 
1 It Is a tactic; and a propaganda 
I device. Obviously, It is not sin- 
1 cere. As I said, the Constitution 
I talks about free elections, and 
I then, in fine print, prohibits 
I them ... the same with a free 
I press, and so on down the line. 
I . „ Stalin himself made a further 
1 commentary on how seriously the 
I Communists take these constltu- 
I tlonal rights ... In one speech 
I he said that national minorities 
I —quote— "possess the inalienable 
i right to secede from Russia."— 
I unquoted. Then he immediately 
I warned that such secession would 
1 be— quote "profoundly counter- 
I revolutionary" unquote. We all 
I know what happens to "counter- 
I revolutionaries" in Russia, consti- 
1 tution or no constitution. 

That's like saying to a man: 
| you're free to protest any time 
I you want to, hut of course, you'll 
| be shot for it ... A strange per- 



version of the word freedom 

6-Does the right ol habeas 
corpus exist In the Soviet Union? 

This is one of the most precious 
and fundamental rights of our 
democratic freedom. Freedom of 
habeas corpus involves the fun- 
damental right of fair trial. It 
means also that a man cannot be 
arrested without a warrant un- 
less caught in the very act of law 
breaking. It involves the right 
to be heard even on the part of 
those suspected of treasonable 
action. There is just nothing to 
approach these rights of the in- 
dividual in the Soviet Republics. 

In the Soviet Corrective Labor 
Code of 1941, one article 11 states: 
Persons are directed to corrective 
labor who have been sentenced 
thereto by (a) sentence in a court 
of labor (b) by (decree of admin- 
istrative organ (i.e., — without 
trial). Under the Statutes of 
July 10, 1934, the Russian secret 



police, without trial may impose 
'the penalty of imprisonment In 
i convict labor camp up to five 
years." 

7— Is there Freedom of Move- 
ment In Soviet Union? 

In America, again it is one of 
our most precious privileges^ 
the right to move about from 
place to place freely. This privi- 
lege is permitted to but a very 
limited degree in Russia. The 
Soviet citizen needs a passport 
and administrative permission to 
travel inside his own country. He 
must also carry a "workbook" 
listing all his former jobs, disci- 
plinary punishments and dismis- 
sals—without which he cannot 
get a job. 



a—Is there "Equality of 
Rights" in the Soviet Union? 

The rights that we have been 
naming, in a democracy, belong 



economic background or religious h 

persuasion. . . .The Soviet Union \\ 

has had what they described as t] 

'deprived classes" who were not 

even officially allowed those J' 

rights. Wilson Record, In Section " 

IV documents the Communist at- " 

tltude toward "equal rights." 
fl— How can we maintain our ^ 

Civil Rights and stlU protect our- f 

selves against Communist hi- j. 

trigue? e 

First by protecting the essential b 

liberties of individuals in our ef- n 

fort to drive out Communists and 

fellow travelers from govern- d 

mental service. The road to as- 

sured liberty must be through f 

the liberation of a State secure » 

in its foundations. But even in t 

the hey-day of the nineteenth b 

century liberalism, there was al- p 

ways a limit to the exercise of a 

personal rights at the point where o 

™. B , ... „, „ they threatened the basic secu- n „ r -. 

to all the citizens— without re- rity of the Government. I believe erty and even death itself rather 
gard to ancestral background, or) profoundly that the Governmentlthan submit to their loss. 



has the right and duty to protect 
Itself from Communist Infiltra- 
tion. No Communist has a claim 
to a job in the Gova-nment as his 
inherent right. There is all the 
difference In the world between 
being accused of a penal offense 
and being excluded from public 
office. But as a safeguard to 
freedom, the examination of a 
large number of governmental 
employes demands that their 
basic, human and political rights 
must be rigidly preserved. 

Finally, we must preserve our 
democratic liberties for the sake 
>: the Government itself. One of 
the dangers of our age Is a grow- 
ing collectivism and ultimate to- 
totalitarianism, the usurpation 
by the Government of autocratic 
powers. Our ultimate security as 
a republic requires that we keep 
our liberties so vividly alive that 
men will be willing to suffer pov- 
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Communism and Religion 



By Reverend Harry Meserve 

. "•'i'jFirst Unitarian Church, San Francisco 



| 1— What is Communist Doctrine 
In Religion? 

The basic theory is perhaps 
I best expressed, in the often- 
I quoted statement of Marx:-— 
-"Religion Is the sight of the 
I hard-pressed creature; the heart 
I at a heartless world. It ia the 
I opiate of the people."— This 
I statement, wrote Lenin, "is the 
I cornerstone of the entire Marxist 
I world outlook concerning the 
I entire Marxist world outlook con- 
I cerning the problem of religion. 
I AH contemporary religions, 
I churches and all types of re- 
I ligious organizations. Marxism 
1 forever looks upon as organs of 
I bourgeois reaction serving to de- 
I fend the exploitation and stultify- 

1 ing of the working class One 

I must know how to battle against 
I religion."— This is the official 
I Communist position with regard 
1 to religion. So far as I know it 
I has never been repudiated, 
1 though it has been, in recent 
I years, somewhat modified in 
I cerllain respects. In our thinking 
1 on this matter we will do well 
I to keep this basic position in 
I mind. For Communism is an ab- 
I sohitist orthodoxy. Its funda- 
| mentat positions do not change, 
though its strategy and tactics 
I are often adjusted to meet par- 
I ticular situations. I always 
I thought that Stalin made one of 
I his most forthright statements 
I in 1927 when an American Jabor 
I delegation asked him outright 
I whether a good Communist could 
I be a member of a church or 
I synagogue. Stalin replied— I don't 
I know of any goad Communists 
I of the kind mentioned by the 
| delegation. The party cannot be 
I neutral toward religion and it 
es on anti-religious propa 
I ganda against any and all types 
I of (religion) because it stands 
I for science." 



tional sort were restricted to 
family groups of not more than 
five. Religious publications wi 
suppressed and more than 
thousand of the clergy were 
arrested and summarily 'gfeeuted 
as enemies of, the, stiy&^The 
Patriarch Tikhon was imprisoned 
and died in 1925. His successor, 
the acting Patriarch Bishop 
Peter was soon arrested and 
afterward banished . to Siberia. 
His successor, Bishop Sergius be- 
came acting Patriarch and 
adopted a policy of collaboration. 



I 2— How did Russian religion 
faro in the early days of 
Communism? 

When the Soviets came 
I power in Russia, they proclaimed 
I "freedom of religions" and dis- 
I associated the Russian Orthodox 
I Church from all connection with 
I and support from the state. The 
I church lands and many of the 
1 church buildings were appropri- 
I ated by the government. Re- 
I ligious activities of an eduea- 



3— Was any ONE religion sup- 
pressed by the Communists? 

Not at al!. Other churches 
fared even less well than the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church. When the 
Soviets seized power there were 
reported to be 3,300. Roman 
Catholic churches and 2,( 
chapels in Russia. Few of these 
escaped from persecution and 
suppression at the hands of the 
state. All of the Jewish religious 
schools such as the yeshlvah, be- 
came illegal and were driven into 
hiding. As a matter of fact, all 
religious instruction in . these 
early days was punishable by 
law. All priests, ministers and 
rabbis were deprived of the vote 
and all political rights. But the 
persecution varied in intensity 
and thoroughness. The Commu- 
nists discovered early that re- 
ligion was a far stronger-force 
than they had believed it to be. 
As in so many other situations 
where they could not prevail by 
violence, they were willing 
compromise— and since the first 
violent years of the revolution, 
religion has been regarded by the 
Communist with a kind of hostile 
toleration. Churches and clergy- 
men—whether Protestant, Jew- 
ish, Catholic or Mohammedan- 
have been subjected to forms of 
pressure and penalty. State- 
owned stores have often refused 
to sell necessary building mate- 
and equipment to churches. 
Clergymen have been forced tc 
pay excessive personal taxes Al 
the same time, the government 
fostered and supported the work 
of anti-religious groups, and 
aided in the spreading of athe- 
istic propaganda. 
4— Why are Communists opposed 
to religion in principle ? 
I can state just a few reasons: 



In the first place, the entire 
structure of Communist theory is 
built on the concept of economic 
determinism, which holds that 
political, moral and intellectual 
life is determined basically by 
economic forces. The concept of 
God of a guiding force stronger 
than economics, is destructive 
this theory, . . . Also, the 
Judaeo-Christian concept of a 
certain unchanging moral prin- 
ciples—such as the freedom and 
individual worth of every man- 
is alien not only to the theory of 
economic determinism, but to 
Communist practice, and to the 
Communist theory of "shifting 
morality". . . . There is also a 
practical consideration. Commu- 
nism, like any other totalitaria- 
nism, demands that the highest 
allegiance and devotion be 
rected to the state. This, 
course, precludes religion' as 
most of us know it. 



of the Orthodox Russian church 
met and reached an agreement. 
Sergius was named Patriarch of 
all Russians, and the Orthodox 
Church regained something of Its 
former preferred status aa the 
official Russian religion^ In';1948; 
the 500th anniversary*; of ' the 
founding of the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church, a great celebration 
was held in Moscow with the full 
co-operation of the Soviet govern- 
ment. 



-Were the Communists able to 
destroy religion in Russia' 

No. The membership of the 
Orthodox church remained large. 
About 1939, as the shadow of 
World War spread over Europe, 
the restrictive measures of the 
government against religion took 
on a new character. The Commu- 
nists were beginning to recognize 
the tremendous power of religi 
in the minds of many of the 
people. In an official report en- 
titled "On Anti-Religious Propa- 
ganda", published in 1939, Yaro- 
slavsky, the head of the Union o£ 
Militant Godless, stated that two 
thirds of the peasant population 
and one third of the city popula- 
tion remained attached to reli- 
gion. ... Religious people in 
Russia became subject to less 
-idicule and discrimination. 
Kalinin, President of the Frae- 
sidiumvof the Supreme Council 
of the Soviet Union said "Since 
religion still grips considerable 
sections of the population and 
people are deeply religious, 
innot combat it with" ridi- 
cule." The government ceased its 
outright propaganda against 
ligion and adopted the line that 
the teaching and glorification of 
the principles of "Soviet Science" 
would ultimately result in the 
abandonment of religion by the 
Russian people. The next step 
was taken in 1943 when Stalin 
and Sergius, the acting Patriarch 



6— -Is there the appearance of 
Religious freedom ' 
Soviet Union today? 

The Soviet Union permits no 
loyalty higher than loyalty to the 
state, and no criticism of basic 
policies of the state. Within these 
limits, churches and religious 
groups are now free to operate. 
Services may be held; books and 
periodicals may be published un- 
der the supervision of the state; 
candidates for the clergy may be 
trained in state schools, But the 
churches may not carry on educa- 
tion of a private nature in church 
schools and they may not deviate 
from the main directions of 
policy which are set down by " 
state. To put it bluntly, the 
Patriarch Sergius may speak as 
he pleases, so long as he does 
not wish to speak In any way 
which might be unacceptable to 
the Politbureau. 

Of course, the Russian Ortho- 
dox Church did not have freedom 
of expression under the Czarist 
government either, so it may feel 
the lack of this particular free- 
do mas strongly as we would in 
the Western democracies. Rev- 
erend Niemoller, who visited 
Moscow this year, expressed it 
this way: "The Russian Church 
is naturally not free in the sense 
that, fulfilling its prophetic func- 
tion, it could openly criticize the 
secular authority, as the churches 
of the West are free to do. 
Whether the Russian church feels 
this as an infrigement on Its free- 
doom is another question— one 
that I am Inclined to answer In 
the negative. After all the Rus- 
sian Church did not exercise this 
(unction under earlier systems." 

In other words, they are free 
to speak or teach anything that, 
the Communists allow them to 
. . , which is, of course, no free- 
dom at ail ... and another indica- 



tion of how the Communists mis- 
use the word "freedom" .... 
Nevertheless, It may sometimes 
present the appearance of free- 
dom, which probably explains 
the curiously „conflictlhg..reports . 
which 'sometimes reach us about • 
the' state of religion In Russia. 
The casual visitor apparently 
finds the churches crowded with 
people and what amounts to a 
real appearance of freedom of 
religion. But the fact remains 
that wherever this appearance of 
religious freedom has been exer- 
cised in ways unacceptable to the 
Soviets, even the appearance has 
been removed. Collaborationist 
clergy have been allowed to oper- 
ate openly. In several countries 
behind the Iron Curtain, the Com- 
munists have attempted to estab- 
lish their own national church, 
even to subsidize collabora- 
tionist churches. ... But behind 
this facade is a continuing war 
against those religious institu- 
tions and leaders who inist on full 
religious freedom. 

The Catholic Monitor of San 
Francisco recently published a 
list of the scores of non-Collabo- 
rationist Protestant clergy have 
been accorded the same treat- 
ment. ... The Chief Rabbi of 
Prague has just been forcibly 
removed by the Communists, 
Hebrew, the religious language 
of the Jews, has been outlawed 
in Communist Poland, and so on 
down the line. The Moslem spirit- 
ual leader in Morocco has said. 
'Communists have one final aim, 
that is to strike out against ail 
men who believe in God, regard- 
less of what their actual religion 
may be." So, the Communist war 
tgainst genuine religious free- 
dom continues. , , . 



7— What is the democratic con- 
cept of religious freedom as 
distinct from the Commu- 
nists? 

, In a true democracy, the church 
and state are separate in order 
that the church may be free to 
serve certain moral and spiritual 
values, and, if necessary, to call 
the state to account for its ac- 
tions in the light of these values. 
It is never a surprising thing and 
certainly not an illegal thing for 
a clergyman in America to criti- 
cize the basic polices of govern- 
ment severely and publicly. I 
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have been unable to find any in- 
stance in which a clergyman in 
a Communist-dominated country 
has done such a thing as this 
with impunity. , . , The test of 
religious freedom is the practice 
of religious freedom . . . and free- 
dom of conscience which is free- 
dom only to agree is hardly free- 
dom in our understanding of the 
word. The truth is" that the doc- 
trine of Communism is in itself 



a kind of religion of the most 
dogmatic and absolutist sort. 
Freedom of the individual belief 
is not one of its articles of 

faith 

Communists will grant this 
freedom only insofar as it results 
in activities which are helpful in 
the promotion of Communist pur- 
poses and values. They will com- 
prise with and even seem to sup- 
port religious ideas and institu- 



tions if this seems desirable and 
necessary in the light of their 
long-range objectives. This is 
what they have done in the past 
decade, But as a result of all of 
the evidence that I've been able 
to gather, I fear that this com- 
promise and limited support is 
for the purpose of enslavement, 
not the liberation of religious 
bodies and the ultimate goal is 
not the creation but the destruc- 



tion of religious attitudes. 

Against such religious persecu- 
tion, and against the Communist 
concept of a state-church, we of 
the democracies must stand firm 
with the words of George Wash- 
ington, who himself insisted on 
having a Catholic Priest, a Prot- 
estant Minister and a Jewish 
Rabbi at his first inaugural. 
Washington said: "We have 
abundant reason to rejoice that 



in this land, the light of teu 
and reason has triumphed o^ 
the power of bigotry and sup 
stition and that every pers 
may here worship God atcordl 
to the dictates of his own hea 
In this enlightened age, and 
this land of equal liberty, It 
our boast that a man's religio 
tenets will not forfeit the prot 
lion of the laws. . . ." 
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Communism and Peace 

By Professor Donald Castleberry 

San Francisco State College , 



1, What is meant by the 
"Soviet Peace Offensive?" 

Its inception is to be found in 
the organizational meeting of the 
Cominform, held in Poland in Sep- 
tember, 1947. On this occasion, 
Andrei Zhdanov, a member of the 
Politburo, keynoted Moscow's new 
global "peace" movement. He re- 
iterated the Communist concep- 
tion of a world divided into two 
opposing camps, with the United 
States as the leader of the "im- 
perialist aggressors," while the 
Soviet Union headed "the free- 
dom loving democracies." It is 
notable that he didn't call for 
compromise, or "give-and-take' 
on the part of the two opposing 
camps. He merely labeled one 
camp "good" and the other "bad." 
This is, of course, not the lan- 
guage of peace. This is the Ian- 

' guage of cold war. 

But it was with this language 
and with the direct blessing of 

v the Cominform, that there was 
launched a virtual chain' reaction 
of so-called peace conferences, be- 
ginning with the World Confer- 
ence of Intellectuals held in Wro- 
claw, Poland, in August, 1948. The 
tone of this congress was set by 
Fadeyev, a Soviet delegate, who 
attacked Western Culture, West- 
ern ideas, and the United States 
whose culture, he said, "gives off 
the stench of decay." With this 
"peaceful" language, this con- 
gress elected a Committee to De-" 
fend the Peace and undertook a 
program Whereby national 
branches were to be established 
to organize a series of national 
"peace" meetings. 

2. What purpose have these 
"Peace Offensives" served' 

They serve as propaganda 
Sounding boards for the heighten- 
ing of the cold war. The Scientific 
and Cultural Conference for 
World Peace held at the Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel in March, 1949— a 
direct outgrowth of the Wroclaw 
conference I just referred to— had 
as its theme the discrediting of 
the American foreign policy 
vis that of the Soviet Union. In 
April of 1949, the World Peace 
Congress met simultaneously in 
Paris and Prague and the phrase 
"partisans of peace" was first 
mentioned. With increasing vigor, 
this Peace Congress beat the 



drums for the Moscow line and 
hurled epithets at Washington. It 
established a permanent com- 
mittee to co-ordinate the "peace" 
drive. The following months wit- 
nessed the snowballing of the 
peace congress technique. . . . The 
next major maneuver was the so- 
called Stockholm conference in 
March, 1950. The outcome of this 
conference was a shrewd drive 
for signatures to a "World Peace 
Appeal." Here is where the fraud- 
ulence of the Communist-inspired 
peace drive was rather nakedly 
exposed. It Is significant that the 
so-called peace congresses have 
served as the forums, first to ac- 
cuse the United States of planting 
potato bugs in East Germany and 
then of using germ warfare in 
Korea. 

3. How sincere was the 
Stockholm Peace Petition? 

■ The insincerity of the Stockholm 
AppeaLwas clearly evidenced by 
the fact that It Ignored completely 
the refusal o* the Soviet Union to 
co-operate in setting up an effec- 
tive atom-control system. Its in- 
sincerity was further evidenced 
by the fact that it did not con- 
demn - aggression or war as such, 
but pinned the "war criminal" 
label only on the user of atomic 
weapons in which the United 
States had undoubted superiority 
at the time Its further insin- 
cerity was evidenced by the fact 
that before invading South Korea, 
the Communists circulated their 
appeal in North Korea and an- 
nounced on June 3, 1950, that over 
five million Koreans had signed 
it. Three weeks later, North 
Korean' trops moved across the 
Thirty-eighth Parallel. 

4. Hotv has this Peace Offensive 
operated in the United States 
itself? 

In the same month as the 
Stockholm Conference, William Z. 
Foster, chairman of the Commu- 
nist Party in the United States, 
called the peace movement the 
Communists "most decisive po- 
litical task." The party's general 
secretary, Gus Hall, seconded the 
call in an article urging "every 
organization, every club and every 
section to have a plan for peace." 
But what plan for peace? The 
so-called Peace Pilgrimage to 
Washington in March of last year 
outlined it very clearly: One: 



Withdrawal of United States 
troops from Korea; two: negotia- 
tion of a peace with China; three: 
United States initiative in seek- 
ing a fundamental American- 
Soviet agrement; four: the end of 
America's drive for military pre- 
paredness; five: no rearmament 
of Germany and Japan; six: no 
American troops to be sent to 
Europe. ... In short, the Peace 
Pilgrimage literally went down 
the line in behalf of Kremlin 
policy. Their proposals if ac- 
cepted, would have negated the 
entire United Nations defensive 
action in Korea, would have con- 
doned the Chinese Communists' 
the aggression, there, 
stripped the United States of its 
defenses and left Europe virtually 
defenseless . ,,. This is a plan for 
peace only in the sense that It's a 
plan for not contesting whatever 
Russia wants to do in Europe and 
Asia. ... As such, it is not 
practical or. sincere plan-ior 
peace,, it is just another arm^of 
the Soviet Union's cold war of- 
fensive. ... - 

In January, 1951, the American 
Peace Crusade, sponsor of the 
American People's Peace Con- 
gress, was established to foster 
the same kind of "peace" plan. 
... At the present time, the Amer- 
ican Peace Crusaders are organiz- 
ing "peace committees" in major 
American cities. . . . Some of these 
groups are called peace councils, 
some of them called peace cru- 
sades, some of them called peace 
societies. . . . This is not to say 
that there aren't groups of Ameri- 
cans around the country who are 
honestly gathered together in a 
concern to find paths to peace. , . . 
Again, as this series has indicated 
before, it's necessary for the 
American people to make the 
distinction between the real coin 
and the counterfeit. . . . 
5. Is Communism, as such, 

opposed to warfare? 

The idea that the Russian 
ers are for peace-at-any-cost, is of 
course, ridiculous. That is paci- 
fism, pure and simple, to which 
Russia doesn't subscribe to any 
more than we do as a Nation. 
Lenin frankly rejected the pro- 
gram of disarmament in 
when he wrote:— "to put 'dis- 
armament' in the program is 



tantamount to saying in gen- 
eral: 'We are opposed to the 
-,of arms.' There is a s little 
Marxism in this as there would be 
said; 'We are opposed to 
violence.' "... In 1950, Stalin pub- 
lished for the first time a letter 
he had written in 1930, in which 
he said: "We are not against 
every war. We are against an im- 
perialist war as a counter- 
revolutionary war. But we are for 
a liberating, anti-imperialist 
lutionary war, although such a 
war, as is known, not only is not 
free' from the horrors of blood- 
shed but abounds in them It 

seems to me that (the) intention 
to campaign against the 'horrors 
of war' does not differ much from 
the viewpoint of the borgois- 
pacifists." These are the words 
of Joseph Stalin. In 1938, in his 
book "The Short History of the 
Communist Party," Stalin re- 
peated this thesis, and asserted 
•Jhe Bolsheviks approve and 
afcti ;ABvea.< aggressive wars 
ig at "liberation," ; ' ' " " ' 
6. What Is the Communist 
definition of a "righteous 
war?" 

In the 'fall of 1939, as a result 
of a "mutual military pact with 
Hitler,, the ;Soviet army marched 
into a helpless Poland— in order 
to take its agreed share of the 
country,, and Molotov explained 
that the Soviet aim was to liber- 
ate the Ukrainians and Byelo- 
russians residing in Poland. In 
the process, eastern Poland was 
Incorporated into the Soviet 
Union. ... . Two months later, there 
was "another "war of liberation" 
wh^n Russian soldiers marched 
into Finland. The Soviet Union 
asserted that there had been an 
uprising in Finland, and that the 
Russians were merely "liberat- 
ing" the Finns from the yoke of 
their oppressive government. It 
is significant that when it had 
obtained certain military conces- 
sions, the Soviet Union aban- 
doned, the Finns to that same 
'oppressive government. 
This kind of action can only be 
defined as the kind of imperial- 
ism which the Communists pre- 
tend to abhor on principle. Im- 
perialism is the only word by 
which we can describe Russia's 
forcible acquisitions before and 



since -the last war . , . with 
captive population of eight h 
dred million, it is now the larg 
empire in history. . . , And let 
make no mistake . , , it is a 
tionalistic empire. . . . Just 
amine the preferential econoi 
agreements between Russia a 
her satellites. . . . But the o 
reason to bring this into the < 
cussion is to emphasize the i 
that no person and no organ: 
tion that sincerely desires to f 
a road to peace can do so w 
the blind and simple formula t 1 
"Russia equals peace." 

FINALE 
. A sincere attempt to fine 
peace plan must critically 
amine the foreign policies ; 
motivations in both the nit 
world camps to see whether 
area of adjustment can be foi 
and sincerely executed. . . . ' 
Soviet-inspired peace plans do 
make this attempt, » .which 
rather convincing evidence t 
theyare-jjot reali^iatoaded tc 
peace plans at all. .... .j -„, < 

All of the.origms,iftei*nttfues, 
and programs of the intemationa 
Communist peace drive are obvi 
proof that It is { not a con- 
structive or genuine peace move- 
ment; it takes no account: of the 
political realities underlying the 
present international tensions 
which have been created m large 
measure by Soviet mistrust and 
obstinacy; It breathes hatred and 
nationalism; it proposes.measures 
the Western governments could 
take only at the risk of their in- 
dependence; it seeks to becloud 
the public mind by oversimplify- 
ing the issues invoked; ^and it 
conceals the basic issue, the Com- 
munist quest for world domina- 
tion, behind an appeal whjjch has 
obvious humanitarian connota- 
tions. 

It is clearly, as Secretary of 
State Dean Acheson has said, an 
effort to "divide and concjuer, to 
infiltrate and confuse." It Is an 
effort to force the free world to 
drop its defenses. Thus far it has 
not achieved this objective, and 
it will' not do so asHfcng as the 
democratic people remain alert 
to the Kremlin's psychological of- 
fensive and continue to recognize 
Communist inspired propaganda 
for what it really is— an arm of 
Soviet political strategy. 
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Communism and Fascism 



By Professor Philip Selznick 

University of California 



1— Are Conununism, Fascism and 
democracy, three different 
political camps? 

I'd suggest that the Image of 
a world divided into three camps 
could, for all practical purposes, 
be replaced by the image of a 
world that's divided into two 
8 —San Francisco Examiner 



basic camps: Democracy in one. 
Communism and Fascism in the 
other, The experience of the past 
thirty years has shown us that 
Communism and Fascism are two 
forms of a single illness. Each 
preys upon the weakness of de- 
mocracy and produces its special 



special kind of tyranny. 

There are important differ- 
ences between these movements, 
of course. But they are, in a sense, 
technical differences and don't 
affect the man in the street. 
From the standpoint of the in- 
dividual citizen, and from the 



standpoint of the democratic so- 
ciety that both Communism and 
Fascism seek to destroy, they 
amount to the same thing. It is 
important to keep this basic 
truth in mind, because the Com- 
munists make a big show of their 
anti-Fascism, and the Fascists, 



for their part, appear to be vig- 
orous anti-Communists. 
2— What is the similarity in prin- 
ciple between Communism ami 
Fascism? 

Benito Mussolini expressed it 
in a nutshell in his book on 
Fascism in 1935. He said: "The 



I Pascfst conception of life stresses 
I the importance of the state and 
I accepts the individual only inso- 
I far as his interests coincide with 
I the state ... and the Fascist con- 
I ception of the state is all-embrac- 
ing; outside of it, no spiritual or 
I human values can exist ...."... 
This, as we've already learned in 
this series, is the exact premise 
that underlies the modern Com- 
munist state, In other words, 
Communism and Fascism are 
alike in their aims. When all the 
Ideological trimmings are cut 
away, this is what these men 
have in store for us; they want 
to take all the power that exists 
in society and concentrate it in 
the hands of a few self-appointed 
guardians of mankind. This in- 
cludes the power to decide where 
and how long and for whom a 
man works— economic power. It 
means control of all organiza- 
tions by the state. In a word it 
Is totalitarianism, . . . 
8— How does modem totalitar- 
ianism compare witii the ante- 
cratic monarchies of old? 
The totalitarian state is far 
worse than an old fashioned 
tyranny. The world has seen 
many oppressive governments 
but usually these rulers have not 
been competent to establish com- 
plete control over all phases of 
everyday life. They did not have 
the technical equipment to enable 
them to reach the entire popula- 
tion effectively. And they were 
usually restrained by other 
forces — sometimes religious, 
sometimes economic — which 
limited their power. But Hitler 
and Stalin have shown us that 
our time it. is possible to turn 
an entire society into a great 
prison-house. 

Robert Ley, Hitler's minister 
of labor said very frankly: "Since 
the Nazis came in power, the only 
' private life remaining Is at night 
when you are asleep. You are a 
soldier of Hitler as soon as you 
are awake." . . . Substitute Stalin 
for Hitler, and you have a pic- 
ture of modern Russia. ... The 
totalitarian state injects itself 
into every phase of life ... It is 
common knowledge how artists, 
novelists and musicians In Com- 
, munist Russia are castigated, 
worse' when their art does not 
seem to follow the current Com- 
munist Party line. . . . 

Even sports become part of the 
state apparatus. ... Let me quote 
from the Guide Book for German 
Athletics, published In 1936: 
"AH sport organizations must 
get Instructions in politics and 
party philosophy , . . non-political 



sport, so-called neutral sport, Is 
unthinkable in the Reich of Adolf 
Hitler. ..."... Now let me quote 
from the Soviet Sports Magazine 
of December, 1949:— "Sports Li 
the USSR are one of the most im- 
portant means for the Commu- 
nist education of the workers, a 
means for uniting them around 
party, Soviet and trade union 
organizations in the struggle for 
the cause of Lenin and Stalin." 
In other words, as fat as the 
citizen is concerned, the impact 
of Fascism and of Communism 
are identical: They both strip 
him equally of his individual 
freedom of security of person on 
every level of life. , , . 

Parenthetically, the economic 
inequality that was described 
earlier applies also to the Fascist 
states. . . . There's no choice to 
be made on these ' grounds, 
either..., 

i— What reasoning fs offered to 
promote the idea ,pf total- 
itarianism? 

These Ideologies sire often 
pretty complicated but they 
amount to this: The kind of free- 
dom we have today Is corrupt, it's 
bankrupt, not really worth any- 
thing. Let's give that -up, let's 
surrender ourselves to a power- 
ful leader, party and fetate. In 
that way, all the present mess 
can be cleaned up, and then we 
will somehow, be truly free. . . . 
The idea of a strong, unchecked 
and infallible "leader" is common 
to both Fascism and Commu- 
nism. 

A line in Das Schwarze Korps 
of April, 1939, reads: "I stand 
before your picture, my Fuehrer. 
It is father, mother, brother, all 
in one." ... In a book published 
by the Soviet Young Communist 
League in 1946, we can read: 
"Stalin! Always we \>m In our 
souls his dear name. isS'here 
in the Kremlin his" 
touches us at every step. We walk 
on stones which he may have trod 
quite recently. ... Let us fall on 
our knees and kiss those holy 
footprints" . . . that's a pretty 
typical example of how the dead- 
er" principal Is expressed, 

Another important Idea behind 
totalitarianism of every stripe Is 
that people can safely hand over 
unchecked power to the rulers be- 
cause this power will not be used 
against the ordinary citizen, but 
will be used only against various 
"Enemies of the people" > ■ . de- 
pending on circumstances, these 
"enemies of the people" may be 
designated as capitalists, as 
Jews, as Fascists, as Commu- 
nists. . . . But of course, as we've 
learned, once a state 



solute power, then all the people 
feel the weight of its tyranny. . . , 
5— Do Communism and Fascism 
have any techniques in com- 
mon? 

The "divide and conquer" 
technique is one that Commu- 
nism and Fascism have used 
jointly, that flows naturally out 
of their similarly amoral ap- 
proach to politics. . . . One of the 
favorite totalitarian techniques 
is the use of a scapegoat. . . . 
They direct the people's dissatis- 
faction and hate onto someone 
In modern Russia, when 
a production schedule is low, the 
Communists arrest a few man- 
agers and accuse them of sabo- 
tage. . . . This is scapegoating. . . . 
When Hitler wanted to get power 
in Germany, he used the Jews— 
and later, the Catholics, as scape- 
goats, and blamed all the trou- 
bles of Germany on them. . . . The 
minority group is used as a lever 
by which those who want power 
can divide the country and wrest 
freedom from everybody. 

In Eastern Europe today we 
see fundamentally the same 
technique being used by the 
Communists. . . . They blame the 
Catholics, or sections of the 
Protestant clergy as being spies 
and saboteurs who are responsi- 
ble for the ills of the country. . . . 
They blame the Jews and the 
Zionists, calling them agents of 
Western Imperialism, and-as in 
Hungary— deporting Jews by the 
thousands to forced labor camps, 
in Imitation of Hitler's best tech- 
nique. By this method, they har- 
ness the dissatisfaction and 
hatred of the people toward the 
Catholics or Jews, or some other 
group. . . . and keep this hatred 
from being directed against 
themselves. 

' _An enormous emphasis on con- 
spiracy Is another iridentifying 
element in the technique of these 
groups. They play upon fear by 
conjuring up a thousand plots, 
being hatched continuously and 
secretly In the dark of the moon, 
to take over the government, to 
corrupt our youth and so forth. 
This is an Important Idea that 
Fascist-minded groups have In 
common with the Communists. 
The Communists, too, look upon 
the world as full of plotters, spies 
and saboteurs. As the notorious 
Moscow trials demonstrated, this 
is very useful when what you are 
trying to do is justify the sup- 
pression of your political op- 
ponents. 

Of course, there are undoubt- 
edly plotters and spies abroad, 
but information about them be- 



in the hands of the law en- 
forcement officers, and judgment 
them in the hands of the 
legally established courts. Any- 
one who hints at plots he doesn't 
reveal Is trying to play the old 
shell game on a gullible audience 

■trying to sell something he 
hasn't got. 

Finally, I'd like to point out 
that both Communist and Fascist 
groups are engineers of decep- 
tion and hate . . . both spend most 
of their energy playing upon and 
stimulating the hatreds that 
exist in the community ... the 
fundamental Communist tactic of 
deception has already been 
traced. . . . They call themselves 
determined anti- Fascists, and 
when there was war or the threat 
of war between Germany and 
Russia, they were indeed that, 
but when Russia and Germany 
had an active military alliance, 
then Hitlerism became, in Molo- 
tov's words "a matter of taste' 
similarly the proto-Fascist 
groups in America are trying to 
put over the deception that they 
primarily interested in .anti- 
Communism, and many of their 
organizations now bear the title 
"antl-Communlst . . . ." This 
seriously confuses and hampers 
the effectiveness of the genuine 
struggle against Communism, 
6— Are there any genuinely 
Fascist movements in the 
United States? 

We cannot say that there exists 
in the United States today a well- 
organized Fascist movement. But 
we have some small groups that 
represent an early stage in the 
development or Fascism, that 
that have many features of the 
mature Fascism of Europe, We 
have the makings In the various 
"hate" groups that spread scur- 
rilous, and . irresponsible . papers 
and pamphlets. There-is a pat- 
tern in the work of these men and 
their fellow-travelers that every 
American citizen should become 
familiar with. . . . 

This early stage Fascist In 
America, for instance, like the 
Communist, tries to sell the idea 
that legitimate disagreement is 
not really possible. Those who 
believe In things he dislikes be- 
long outside the pale of the com- 
munity, . . , They are called aliens 
or subversives, or tools of some 
particular religious or economic 
. For example, partici- 
pation of the United States in the 
United Nations Is and will be a 
controversial subject for some 
time to come. Reasonable men 
can differ about that. But it Is 
something else again when the 



hate groups insist that anyone 
who supports the U. N. is subver- 
sive. Once that Is done, then 
there is no longer room for a 
peaceful argument among people 
who all want to serve the coun- 
try's welfare but disagree as to 
ways and means. The Commu- 
nists have a similar approach. 
People who disagree with them 
are somehow representing what 
they call the "Capitalist class." 
This makes them enemies, not to 
be argued with, but to be cast 
out and liquidated. 
7— Can Communism be fought 
with the use of totalitarian 
Ideas? 

Here is what one American 
Legion report has had to say 
about these hate groups: "We of 
the American Legion who fight 
against the Communist menace 
at home and abroad, must be- 
ware of fakers and frauds, who 
under the pretext of fighting 
Communism, attempt to divide 
our Nation by race and creed, 
doing so they weaken our 
foundations and by their divisive 
activities play Into Stalin's 
hands." ..." 

In other words, you can always 
tell one of these fake anti-Com- 
munist proto-Fascist organiza- 
tions by the fact that they try 
to use the Communo-Fasclst trick 
of scapegoating. , . . they try to 
put the blame on some single 
group like the Catholics or the 
Jews or the Methodists. . . . They 
reject the basic working principle 
of democracy: You cannot pre- 
judge groups or individuals with- 
in that group because of the color 
of their skin or the church or 
synagogue they attend; they re- 
ject the basic working principle 
of America: We are a unity of di- 
verse people. . . . If that unity is 
ever split, then we are left wide. 
open» to forces inimical to our 
democracy....' " 

Thehe are the fraudulent antl- 
Communists, the Fascists who 
cannot wage— and are not pri- 
marily Interested In waging a 
battle against Communism. . . . 
They belong in the same camp 
with the Communists, not In our 
camp. . . . There may be occasions 
when you can fight fire with fire 
... but there's no sense In setting 
fire to the parlor because the 
kitchen happens to be ablaze . . . 
not if you want to preserve your 
house . . . and it is the house of 
democracy that we want to pre- 
serve. We cannot effectively 
fight totalitarianism with totali- 
tiarism or with totalitarian ideas 
... we can fight it only with un- 
compromised and uncompromis- 
ing democratic ideas. 



Communist Propaganda Techniques 



By Professor Fred Stripp 
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1— What do we mean by "propa- 
ganda"? 

"Propaganda" Is a rather mis- 
understood word. We often hear 
people say: "Oh, that's just 
propaganda," and there's a tend- 
ency to equate propaganda with 
a distortion of the truth. But 
truth and propaganda are not 
mutually exclusive. Propaganda 
Is merely a deliberate effort to 
spread particular information for 
a particular purpose. The infor- 
mation is NOT necessarily false. 
If the Voice of America told the 
Russian people that in the United 
States a. worker doesn't need 
government, permission to 
from one city to another, as he 
does in Soviet Russia, that would 



be the truth. It would be propa- 
ganda only because of our moti- 
vation. We would be giving them 
such facts to counteract domestic 
agitation against us. But the 
facts themselves are true. 
2— How does Communist propa- 
ganda operate behind the Iron 
Curtain? 
Communist propaganda Is not 
the same from country to coun- 
try. With the exception of Yugo- 
slavia, however, it Is consistent ' 
the one respect that it originates 
in Moscow and is relayed down 
through the hierarchy of national 
parties. An American, then, with 
no access to the Kremlin pipeline 
is bound to have difficulty detect- 
ing Communist propaganda . , . 



A Latvian, on the other hand, has 
no such problem. In Latvia, all 
propaganda is Communist. No 
other press is printed. No other 
voice is broadcast. This obviates 
any need to consider TRUTH in 
disseminating information. 

Take this news from the SO- 
VIETSKAYA LATIVA, January 
7, 1951: Quote— "In Sweden un- 
employment and poverty rage. . . 
Rows of men stand at the doors 
of shops in the streets of Gothen- 
burg begging for bread . . . The 
Capitalist government is incap- 
able of providing the people with 
the most indispensable thing they 
require for existence— work" . . . 
Unquote . . . This quote will not 
be used by the party in Sweden, 



for the Swedes can see that rows 
of starving men are NOT stand- 
ing in the streets of Gothenburg 
begging for bread. But the Lat- 
vian who never gets to Gothen- 
burg knows only the Communist 
Party Line. . . . 

A month earlier, this gem ap- 
peared in the same Latvian paper: 
Quote: "Soviet sailors returning 
from foreign voyages relate that 
in England crowds of emaciated 
hungry people come to the Soviet 
ships every time and beg for 
bread. Having got their bread, 
the starving English whisper only 
cne word of thanks: 'Stalin'"— 
end of quote . . . This item has 
not been printed in the LONDON 
DAILY WORKER and will not be. 



Any Englishman could nail this 
lie. Its very appearance in print 
would weaken the party, for, 
while Britishers HAVE cinched 
up their belts in an austerity pro- 
gram, they are not begging bread 
from Soviet ships. 

In other words, Communist 
propaganda follows that pattern 
that's already been established. 
That is to say, tactics instead of 
principle. And when they have a 
monopoly on propaganda, as in 
Latvia, there is no semantic 
equivalent to the term, truth, as. 
we know it . . . the party line 
takes the place of truth and this 
is already apparent in newly con 
quered China. The size of the lie 
is no deterrent to party liners, tt* 
San Francisco Examiner— 5 



they now solemnly declare that 
RUSSIA, NOT AMERICA, won 
the war against Japan! Since 
millions of Chinese had fought be- 
side the Americans, and had 
shared the Allied victord on V-J 
Day, the idea was brushed off at 
first. But the big lie was repeated 
again and again until the Chinese 
began to wonder if perhaps the 
truth had been kept from them. 
Gradually it became common 
knowledge in China that the Rus- 
sian Armies defeated the Japa- 
nese In World War H. This line 
will not be issued by the Commu- 
nists in America. They know it 
would be laughed out of court. 
They know, as we know, that the 
distinguishing feature of the Rus- 
sian effort against Japan was not 
its magnitude but its paucity. 
3— How does Communist propa- 
ganda operate in the free 
world? 

It is Soviet self-interest which 
determines the party line, 
in the free countries. Now, this 
poses a tough propaganda prob- 
lem for Communists in countries 
where people have access to other 
sources of information. The party 
in Britain and America must try 
to win Britishers and Americans 
through persuasive propaganda. 
At the same time they must obey 
without question the changes in 
the party line dictated in Moscow. 
This has led to contradictions in 
propaganda which border on the 



fantastic. A classic illustration is 
the "on again, off again" attitude 
toward the late Franklin D. 
Roosevelt. In 1932 he was coupled 
with Hoover as a tool of the capi- 
talists. In 1934 he was branded 
a social Fascist. In 1936 he had 
become a Progressive, In 1940 he 
was attacked as an Imperialist 
war-monger. But in 1941 he had 
been transformed into a "leader 
of the oppressed people of the 
world," 

Such painful twists in the prop- 
aganda line were too much for 
thousands of British and Ameri- 
can Communists. They left the 
party in droves . . . From the 
propaganda point of view, this 
propaganda point o fview, this 
lecessity to go along with the 
decrees of the Mother Party ' 
Russia has been embarrassing to 
American Communists in many 

1— What form does Communist 
"anti-American" probanda 
take? 

In a country like India, for In- 
stance, the Communists can't use 
the big lie so easily, as they can 
in Latvia, because India has other 
channels of information. On the 
other hand, these channels of in- 
formation are incomplete. So the 
Communists distort the picture of 
America with the use of propa- 
ganda technique. To back up their 
propaganda in these countries, 



they use stories which in them- 
selves, Americans CANT DENY. 
In South San Francisco, a group 
of citizens tell a young Chinese 
man that they don't want him to 
live in their neighborhood. . . . 
In the East Bay a Negro family is 
stoned when it moves into its new 
house. . . . When these things 
happened during the past months, 
the Communists broadcast them 
gleefully all over the world as 
proof that America was an 
democratic country , . . 
United States couldn't deny that 
these things happened. 

Propaganda distortion based on 
some true incident is always ef- 
fective. But of course, they add 
to this propaganda made up out 
of whole cloth, such as the "germ 
warfare" charges. Here they were 
desirous, of raising "seeds of 
doubt" in many minds which were 
not familiar with America, and 
depended on sheer repetition 
doit, 

-Is all criticism of the United 

States Communist propaganda? 

Not at all. . . . There are many 
groups in America— and wejer- 
vently hope that there always 
will be— who publicize imperfec- 
tions in American life with the 
hope of curing them. They de- 
plore what happened In South 
San Francisco and in the East 
_ _ , -but they also point to the 
fact that the Supreme Court has 
said that racial housing covenants 



are not enforceable in the courts 

. ..they point to. the flood 
letters that came from all over the 
country in protest against these 
incidents . . . They point to the 
progress that Is slowly— too 
slowly, certainly— but slowly be- 
ing made ... and being made 
BECAUSE there are people in- 
terested. , 

The notorious Mayor Hague of 
New Jersey, once said: "When- 
ever I hear somebody talk about 
civil liberties, there I know I've 
got a Communist." . . , As a mat- 
ter of fact, just from a propa- 
ganda point of view, we strength- 
en the hands of the Communists 
by NOT talking about civil lib- 
erties, by hot concentrating on the 
targets of; their propaganda. 
When a Florida sheriff shoots two 
Negro prisoners entrusted to his 
custody^ it ia one thing to reply, 
as a^ great Negro-American did, 
that law enforcement agents in 
Russia commit murders like this 
every day. .. It is another and 
better .thing to eliminate such In- 
justices in America. 
6— What are some means of 

counteriny Soviet propaganda? 

As far as foreign propaganda 
ABOUT the United States is con- 
cerned, we could probably do with 
more activities like the Voice of 
America ,.and, the Crusade for 
Freedom. But, above all, we must 
concentrate on eliminating those 
weaknesses In America which pro- 



vide the Communists with their ^ 
more effective propaganda am- { 
munition. This will not prevent ] 
them from telling lies' about ua ■ 
where they have a monopoly on 
propaganda sources, nor will it. 
prevent them from making up lies 
out of whole cloth, such as the , 
charges against the United State3 \ 
of germ bombing which cannot be I 
checked by most people who heav 
the charges made. But it will pre- . 
vent them from using our own 
articles and pictures in our own 
newspapers and m a g a z i n e s to 
press home their point that 
America does not have "liberty- 
and justice for all." 

As we have already said, we 
should improve our country and ; 
eliminate discrimination and in- 1 
justice because it is the right and 
decent thing to do, because it is j 
in accord with the Declaration of ] 
Independence and the Bill of 
Rights, because it will strengthen ■ 
immeasurably the appeal of r 
American democracy to the rest . 
of the world, particularly to that < 
T5 per cent of the world which f 
does not happen to Caucasian, 
Travelers to other nations who 
have spoken in defense of Ameri- 
can democracy come home to tell : 
us that the question Is put to 
them continually, "But what 
about your treatment of Negroes, 
Orientals and other minorities?" 
We can help these champions of 
American principles here at home. 
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Communism and Education 



By Dr. Herbert Clisfck^ ^ 

Superintendent of Schools, San Franctsm , 



1. Ho»v concerned is the Soviet 
Union with public education? 

As a matter of fact, the Com- 
munists, who fully realize the 
power of education are spending 
a larger share of their national 
income upon it than we are. In 
1945, for instance, the Soviet Gov- 
ernment spent over 8 per cent of 
the national income on education 
—while the figure in this country 
for that school year — for all 
types and levels of education- 
was a little over 2 per cent, . . , 
No, the Communists have not 
overlooked the importance of 
strong educational system, any 
more than we can afford to 
look it . . . but our concepts of 
what an educational system 
should be are worlds apart . 
our purposes are worlds apart. 

2. How does the purpose of 
education differ in the United 
States and the Soviet Union' 

Let me give you the test-book 
words of an important Soviet 
educator, Albert Pinkevttch, presi- 
dent of the Second State Univer- 
sity of Moscow. . . . "The aim of 
all workers in the sphere of pub- 
lic education will be to instill into 
the growing generation commu- 
nistic Ideas and thereby increase 
the ranks of those who are fight- 
ing for the establishment of the 
communistic state. The aim is, 
so to speak, the indoctrination of 
the youth in the proletarian philo- 
sophy. . . ." There you have it: 
the aim of Communist— and all 
totalitarian education— is the in- 
doctrination of youth in a par- 
ticular philosophy. 

Now let me show you the dif- 
ference in the United States. The 
air of Communist education, 
cording to the Soviet educator I 
just quoted— or any other Soviet 
educator— is the establishment of 
the Communist State and the in- 
doctrination of youth to enhance 
that state. The chief responsibil- 
ity of the educational system, 
10— San Francisco Examiner 



then, is to subordinate the person- 
ality of the individual to state 
alms . . . and to produce a partic- 
ular kind of person. In other 
words, to fit the individual as a 
successful cog into the machine 

of which he is a part It is, of 

course, impossible to educate for 
democracy in this way, for when 
you destroy the meaning of the 
individual, you destroy the mean- 
ing of democracy, 

A democratic system of educa- 
tion is designed to keep alive the 
individuality of each person 
while at the same time producing 
group solidarity and interests. A 
system of education within a de- 
mocracy is charged with helping 
the individual to achieve not only 
economic efficiency, social compe- 
tence, and civic responsibility 
with the group, but also self-ral- 

ization The aim of education 

in a democracy must be not just 
to enhance the democratic state, 
but also to enhance the life of the 
individual himself, However, in 
doing this, we might remember, 
we're establishing one of the best 
guarantees for the continuance of 
the democratic state. 

ne who has developed fully 
individual would happily 
consent to living under the totali- 
tarian labor laws or the totalitar- 
ian civil laws that Mr. Gold- 
berger and Bishop Block de- 
scribed earlier. Further than 
that, I'd say that a chief differ- 
ence between democratic and to- 
talitarian education is not that 
one teaches democratic rules, and 
the other teaches totalitarian 
rules—tout— much more import- 
ant—that one teaches th|, indi- 
how to think for himself, 
while the other teaches the 
dividaul that it is dangerous for 
him to think for himself. 

How does the role of the 

teacher differ In the United States 

and the Soviet Union? 

In Communist countries, there 



is no such thing as academic 
freedom or any freedom on the 
part of the teacher to use his 
God-given intelligence and to 
think in terms of the farts avail- 
able. AH engaged in the teach- 
ing profession are merely trans- 
mitters of the party policy and 
directives. The style and con- 
tent of textbooks is rigidly pre- 
scribed. In May of 1934, for in- 
stance, Stalin called for the prep- 
aration of an entirely new set of 
history books. History was en- 
tirely rewritten, not in line with 
newly discovered facts, but in 
lhte with the political objectives 
of the Kremlin. For instance the 
names of certain historically im- 
portant early Bolshevik loaders 
were completely omitted from 
these textbooks because these 
were no longer in favor! As 
a matter of fact, all Soviet text- 
books are prescribed, produced 
and issued by the National 
Planning Authority, and there Is 
a constant elimination of all 
of information which 
lead to "harboring dangerous or 
subversive thougths." Unap- 
proved books are banned. 

In the United States— besides 
the fact that we have the healthy 
competition of private schools- 
there are auxiliary sources avail- 
able to everyone, with every con- 
ceivable divergent viewpoint ex- 
pressed. Book-burning and book- 
banning because of ideological 
differences is not an accepted 
American custom. Second of all- 
textbooks are prescribed by local 
governing authorities, not by 
over-all national authorities. 
This is true of curriculum con- 
tent too. In all aspects of our 
school system, we operate under 
the theory of the community- 
owned school, under parental 
control, exercised through lay 
boards and subject to a free flow 
of public criticism. . , . Local 
Parents ■ Teachers Associations 



have .no'.- influence in- Soviet 
Russia.*'*-'' 1 '' 

Of course It Is up to each com- 
munity to this country to main- 
tain th? principle of academic 
freedofe * . . allow each teacher 
his individuality of belief and ex- 
pression" . . .as longv of course, 
as tnat T individuality doesn't 
interfere to the classroom with 
the very principles of democratic 



4., "What floes "education for 
demoi«cy mean? 

Education in a democracy im- 
plies Several things. . . .First of 
all {^challenge to the 'individual 
to realize" his full capabilities, 
whatever they may be. The stu- 
dentanust become aware of and 
maintain his own integrity as an 
individual. He must achieve per- 

ina] competence in the field he 
chooses and hi making his own 
wayfjp life. He must learn the 
value of traditions, and loyalties 
to his community and national as 
wellSas appreciation for the per- 
sonal freedom of others. He must 
learri respect tot minorities, and 
opposition to all discrimination 
based on race, religion, family, 
sex i; ' education or wealth. And 
he must gain a personal compe- 
tency in analyzing controversial 
'-sites, .'i 

I,don't have to belabor you 
with all the obvious details as to 
how;thls differs from totalitarian 
systems . of , education, where 
training in controversial issues, 
or in the rights of minority view- 
points—just as examples— are 
forbidden.' ... Of course, this 
kind of education isn't as easy 
as out-and-out Indoctrination, 
but,- then, democracy isn't the 
"easy" way of life, and we don't 
try to sell it as the "easy way." 
One of the finest thoughts for 
youth in our Public Schools is 
that taken from a document pre- 
pared by the Civic Education 
Project in Cambridge, Massa- 



chusetts, entitled "The Isms and 
" >u" "A Final Word": 

'No one owes you a living:. And 
there is very little you can get for 
free in this world— not honestly. 
There ara people, on the other 
hand, who are taken in by hand- 
outs and the promises of power- 
seeking Ism leaders. You mus^ 
have what it takes to beat the 
Isms. You must have what it 
takes to make Democracy work 
It isn't easy to do these" things! 
And it Is always a great tempt* 
tion to let some one else put p!j 
on your plate and ideas In youj 
head. But the hand that feed! 
you can also push you aroutid 
And the voice that makes gli) 
tering promises can and.wili gW' 
brutal orders, backed up , ij 
force. So try to know these Ismi 
All about them. Next, give soni 
honest, unselfish thought to tl 
job of living together with othej 
in the , democratic way. At) 
finally, pkiy the game of matin 
Democracy work— right up to tl 
hilt. You have to live with you 
self and with other people; 
whether you like it or not. Y< 
have a choice. Will you pli 
your part, or do you enjoy beii 
pushed around?" ! 

5. Is our modern school S) 
tem equipped to educate i 
democracy? 

New and improved metho 
and understanding; that is wli 
modern American education ei 
sists of and what makes it 
more effective force for deii 
cracy. Some people who confv 
It with an indefinable thl 
called progressive education hi 
in mind some isolated expi 
ments which do not exist in < 
public schools; others are j 
misinformed; others have 
ulterior puropse, and a few & 
make a profession out of atta 
ing public school systt 
throughout the country, and,j 
Communists have their own i 
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FOREWORD 

I have been deeply impressed 
with the educational series on 
"Communism and Democracy." 

Every citizen, I believe, feels a 
sincere indebtedness to those who 
sponsored the objectives of this 
series. This list includes: 

San Francisco Junior Chamber 
of Commerce; San Francisco 
Council of Church Women; San 
Francisco Labor Council; San 
Francisco Chapter of the Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews, and 
the toterfratemal Council. 

The above radio station offered 
Its time and facilities. 



The distinguished citizens who 
spoke on this series freely gave 
their time and authoritative 
lmowledge. 

In order to carry the effective 
message of this series to 
even a wider audience, the San 
Francisco Examiner has gener- 
ously undertaken to publish this 
valuable series so that, in com- 
pact form, it can be used by pub- 
lic schools or by other groups and 

rganizations within the commu- 
nity. 

A congressional document on 
Communism recently emphasized 
again that the final responsibility 
for defeating Communism rests 



with each citizen. This stated, 
"The real antidote to Communism 
lies in a diffusion of knowledge 
and information as to how it 
operates." 

It wa9 never more true that we 
must know our enemy well, In 
order to defeat him. It was never 
; true that vje must know 
well the principles; that we cher- 
ish, in order to effectively combat 
the principles that we abhor, 

Therefore, all of us who detest 
Communism and see Its threat to 
our institutions, will applaud this 
project of the San Fraiwiaco 
Examiner, to make this radio 
series available in printed form. 



The California Department of 
the American Legion has recog- 
nized the high value of this radio 
series. In awarding it a citation of 
distinguished service and com- 
mending the series as a "splendid, 
educational and highly American 
project." 

The Board of Supervisors of 
the City and County of San Fran- 
cisco interrupted its business to 
pass a unanimous resolution ap- 
plauding this series as "perform- 
ing an outstanding service to 
Americanism" and as "a valuable 
public service in support of the 
American way of life and the free- 
doms which Communism seeks to 



destroy." In my judgment, this 
series on Communism is a heart- 
ening example of how citizen 
groups and public-minded institu- 
tions, working together, can ad- 
vance the cause of democracy and 
citizenship within a community. 
What remains now Is for each 
one of us to take the lessons of 
this series to heart. An Informed 
and determined citizen is, after 
all, the best protection for democ- 
racy. 

EDMUND G. BROWN, 
Attorney General of 
the State of Ca'JfornijL 
September 29, 1852 
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in the Soviet Union? 

9. How can we maintain our 
civil rights and still protect our- 
selves against Communist 
intrigue? 

—VII— 

COMMUNISM AND RELIGION, 

Revciend Harry Meserve, First 
Unitarian Church, San Francisco 

1. What is Communist doctrine 
in religion? 

2. How did Russian religions 
fare in the early days of Commu- 

Was any one religion sup- 
pressed by the Communists? 

4. Why are Communists op- 
posed to religion in principle " 

5. Were the Communists able 
to destroy religion in Russia? 

6. Is there the appearance of 



religious freedom in the Soviet 
Union today? 

7. What is the democratic con- 
cept of religious freedom as dis- 
tinct from the Communists'? 

—VIII— 

THE COMMUNISTS AND 
PEACE. 

Professor Donald Castleberry, 
Chairman, Social Science Depart- 
ment, San Francisco 
State College 

1. What is meant by the "So- 
viet Peace Offensive?" 

2. What purpose have these 
'Peace Offensives" served? 

3. How sincere was the Stock- 
holm Peace Petition? 

4. Haw has this Peace Offen- 
sive operated in the United States 
itself? 

5. Is Communism, as such, op- 
posed to warfare? 

What is the Communist defi- 
nition of a "righteous war?" 

r-IX- 

COMMUNISM AND FASCISM. 

Philip Setanlck, Professor of 

Sociology, University of 

California 

1. Are Communism, Fascism 
and \democracy three different 
political camps? 

2. What is the ; similarity in 
principle between; Communism 
andFaMJsmSt.-!o,ji • 

3. How does Modern Totalitar- 
ianism compare with the auto- 
cratic monarchies of old? ' > 

4. What reasoning is offered to 
promote the idea of totalitarian- 
ism? 

5. Do Communism and Fascism 
have any techniques in common? 

6. Are there any genuinely Fas- 
cist movements in the United 
States? '; 

7. Can Communism be fought 
with the use of totalitarian 
ideas? . ■ ■ 

-X— 

COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA 

TECHNIQUES. 

Fred Stripp, Speech Department, 

University of California 

1. What do we mean by "prop- 
aganda?" ' ! 

2, How does Communist prop- 
aganda operate fcehind the Iron 
Curtain? [~ 



3. How does, Communist prop- 
aganda operate in the free 
world? 

4. What form does Communist 
'anti-A m e r i c a n" propaganda , 

5. is all criticism of the United 
States Communist propaganda? - 

" What are some means for 
countering Soviet propaganda? 

—XI— 

COMMUNISM AND 

EDUCATION. 

Dr. Herbert Clish, Superintendent 

of Schools, San Francisco 

1. How concerned is the Soviet 
Union with public education? 

2. How does the purpose of 
education differ in the United 
States and the Soviet Union? <. 

3. How does the role of the 
teacher differ m the United 
States and the Soviet Union? 

4. What does "education for ; 
democracy" mean? 

5. Is our modern school system 
equipped to educate for democ- 
racy? 

—XII— 

THE GLOBAL OFFENSIVE 

AGAINST COMMUNISM. 

i, D. Zellerbach, President, World 

Affairs Council of Northern Call- 

fornia, Former Administrator, 

ECA In ttaly 
.1. What is involved in a. global 
offensive against Communism? 

2. What is the : role of the . 
United States in the global offen- 
sive against Communism? . 

3. What Is the role of the 
United Nations In the global of- 
fensive against Communism? 

4. Can we trace the relation be- 
tween a country's poverty and its . 



6. What part has American La- 
bor played in combatting Com- 

lunism abroad? 

,6. How can we intensify our 
global offensive against Commu- 
nism? 

—XIII— 

WHAT CAN WE DO AS 

INDIVIDUALS TO OPPOSE 

COMMUNISM? 

Dr. Harry Overstreet, Author and 

Lecturer, Former Professor Of 

Philosophy, University of 

California 



1 - Introduction! 


The Seven Periods of Communism 


By Judge Robert Mc Williams | 


Superior Court Judge, San Francisco > - ! 3 



A good way to begin the study 
of Communism would be to ex- 
amine some of the spectacular 
changes and apparent contra- 
dictions that have taken place in 
Communist Party policies over 
the years and thereby to get some 
definite idea of its complexity. 
. . . Let's consider the case of a 
Communist who joined the party 
in, say 1932, and follow him 
through the different changes of 
attitude that he's assumed since 
then. Here is what you would 
2r-San Francisco Examinee 



have heard him say at that time: 
"Hoover and Roosevelt are both 
tools of the capitalist class. 
The only political party which is 
not, by nature and intent, the 
enemy of the working class, is 
the Communist Party. . . . The 
United States Government, as 
constituted, now is and always 
will be dedicated to imperialist 
aggression." . . . Moreover, he 
would have said, "the only solu- 
tion of the problem of the work- 
ing class is a Soviet America. . . . 
The only way to accomplish this 
' is by revolution, not by social 



m. . . ." These would seem 
to have been deep-founded and 
unshakeable beliefs that were 
held by the Communists. But sud- 
denly, in the summer of 1935, 
three years later, we hear our 
Communist saying: "The Presi- 
dent of the Uaited States is a 
great man." He is referring to 
the same President whom they 
" vilified up to a short month 
before, although the President 
hadn't changed any of his policies 
during that month. "We've been 
misunderstood," our Communist 
now said. . , . "We're not for 



revolution. We're for reform. 
We're for.ipeaceful progress and 
a lawful ballot.' We want to join 
forces with the good people 
every party, whether they be 
Democrats -or Republicans," This 
second period lasted from 1935 



In August of 1939, all of these 
later beliefs were again changed 
overnight; Our Communist would 
now have told you that the Presi- 
dent of the United States— our 
same President— was once again 
an enemy of the people. Once 



again, the two major parties were 
"tools of the capitalist class," 
which had to be forcibly rooted 
out . , . In July of 1939, a short 
month before, he had said that it 
was Fascism which was the real 
enemy of the common people. In. 
August of 1939, this same Com- 
munist defended the name of Mo- 
lotov who had said, "Hitlerism is, 
after ail, a matter of taste." He 
opposed the draft • violently and 
sang, "The Yanks are not com- 
;. . . ." But this period lasted 

only two years In 1941, when 

Germany invaded Russia, came 
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I n for attacking the modern 
I bool system. It. Is significant 
I at they, too, call It "progres- 
I le education." Several months 
1 ;o In the Daily Worker, they 
I d this to say about it: "Why 
I a this theory and its corre- 



sponding practice exercised sujh 
great influence? The basic rik-' 
son, of course, la, that is Ja 
bourgpis. theory and practise 
which series the Interest of foe 
ruling class. The pragmatic 
theory of education was te- 



veloped by Dewey, the leading 
imperialist Ideologist. . . . Marx- 
ists criticize and expose Dewey's 
pragmatic theory for its ruling 
class character, for its unscien- 
tific basis and for its hypocrisy 
and deceit." 
Of course, there is a good rea- 



for some people to be un- 
happy about the modern Amer- 
ican school system. The final 
objective of our school system 
is that the individual must 
emerge from the schools with a 
"vehement passion for demo- 
cracy" and the understanding 



that It is a complex pattern for 
the meeting of one man with 
another on the common grounds 
they themselves willingly estab- 
lish. This is the kind of educa* 
tlon that no Communist and no 
totalitarian of any stripe can 
tolerate. 
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The Global Offensive Against 
Communism 



By JiD. Zellerbach, President 
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World Affairs Council of \Northern Cali fornia. Former Administrator, ECA in Italy 



-vVhat Is Involved in the global 
offensive against Commu- 
nism? 

I The offensive against Com- 
I mism would seem to cover a 
I stty broad field. I think we 
I ght narrow it to begin with, 
1 emphasizing that the subject 
J the offensive against Com- 
I mism ... not just the offensive 
I ainst Russia, which would in- 
I Ive our rearmament program, 
I Mary alliances and so forth. 
I litary considerations are rather 
I flously important in their own 
| ht, But as Professor Landauer 

J pointed out it takes men to 
| Ty arms. We have learned that 

< Communists have made their 
I jor advances throughout the 
I eld, not by military but by 
| ological conquest. It seems 'to 

; that the broad problem in 
I Qbatting the Communist way 
1 life has two main facets: 
I :jf, there Js the problem ol 
I j>lng"" people, ' of "other" ■nations 
I jaise their living standard's by 
I duclng more goods for 
I p^e; we've learned that empty 
I machs provide fertile soil for 
I nmunist exploitation. The 
I sr facet is the need to combat 
1 big lie of Communist propa- 

1 4 - ' 

I What is the role of the United 
I States In the global offenshi 
I »gainstr Communism? 
I d like to emphasize first of all 
I t It is not a matter of us sup- 
I tirjg other nations, or feeding 
1 ar Rations . . . keeping them 
I a .dots system, so to speak. 
I t Is an Impractical idea which 
I ;ne is suggesting. Bather, we 
I it;help : the people in under- 
1 sloped areas to produce as we 
I e Jearned to produce here. We 
I it remember that the Commu- 
I s offer a new heaven and a 

■ flarth; 1 without much regard 
| he difficulties of establishing 

n. The governments which are 
I d 'with America— as well as 
I eVe hope to have allied with 
1 -have 1 had to 1 face the un- 
I Dy realities of their economic 
| ations . . . and be content 

: promising what they 



able to cany out. The Commu- 
nists, whose promises are unre- 
strained, and irresponsible, *re 
able to make political capital out 
of poverty and social inequality. 

Agrarian reform is an imj>or- 
tant weapon in their fight, JBu't 
agrarian reform does not mean 
simply transferring owner&hij of 
land from th e rich and giving it 
to the pooi. Conditions must be 
created whereby peasants will 
be able to live off the land, and 
this often means development or 
reclamation of dry and barren 
earth that has gone uncultivated 
for hundreds of years." Swamps 
have to be drained; malaria, eradi- 
cated; houses, roads, aqueducts 
and bridges built; rivers hemmed 
into their beds to prevent floods, 
and peasants taught to make the 
land produce. This is a long-range 
program. 

It may be relatively slq,' 
then, what's faster? Hjstoi 
.prayed agate and lev^ik 
shertest distance to- theljoiution 
of a social problem, is a Vtraight 
line to its roots— no matter how 
long it may take . . . : Besides, a 
program of economic rehabilita- 
tion is not as slow as you might 
expect in countering Communist 
strength and propaganda. Just 
the existence of such a genuine 
program is a powerful factor. 
The western European govern- 
ments, for instance, have been 
moving slowly but clearly in the 
direction of social equality— and 
this has helped to spike Com- 
munist political guns in those 
countries. 

Much has been accomplished 
under our Productivity and Tech- 
nical Assistance program which 
has enabled several thousand 
Europeans and southeast Asians 
—supervisors, engineers, techni- 
cians, bench workers and farmers 
—to come to the United States 
to study at first hand American 
production and distribution tech- 
niques. Our "know-how" is an in- 
expensive but extremely valuable 
export. 

3— VVhat Is the role of the United 
Nations in the global offensive 
against Communism? 



As part of its program, the 
United Nations is involved in a 
number of technical assistance 
activities designed to help na- 
tions help themselves . . . 
UNESCO, for instance, has sent 
hundreds of expert teams out to 
teach modern, methods of farm- 
ing, to give advice on harnessing 
industrial power and so forth. 

This is only one department 
of UNESCO activity, but it would 
seem rather clear that it is one 
of the reasons for Communist 
opposition to UNESCO. At the 
meeting of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council, 
which considered the last annual 
UNESCO report, only three na- 
tions voted not to approve this 
UNESCO report. Those nations 
were Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
the Soviet Union. The Soviet dele- 
gate charged that UNESCO was 
merely an agency for advancing 
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of saying the UNESCO tended to 
retard the growth of Communism 
in the world. 

Of course, the Communists op 
pose UNESCO for a number of 
reasons, including the fact that 
it is trying to spread the message 
of freedom— but they are also 
unhappy about UNESCO's tech- 
nical assistance program, as lim- 
ited as it is. The more productive 
a country becomes, the more hope 
it has for a better economy, the 
less fertile it is as ground for 
Communist infiltration. 
4— Can we trace the relation be 
tween a country's poverty ami 
its weakness to Communism'" 
ECA has released estimates 
showing that as economic con- 
ditions in Europe improved dur- 
ing the past three years and free 
trade unions grew stronger, Com- 
munist control of trade union 
membership in Europe declined 
from 12,000,000 in 1947 to 6 """ 
000 in 1951. The estimates 
showed that the comparatively 
small core of avowed Communists 
designed to exercise control 
labor and other groups declined 
from 3,188,000 in 1947 to 2,660,000 



in 1951. Percentagewise, ECA 
said that Communist party mem- 
bership had been reduced in 
amounts ranging from 30 and 31 
per cent, respectively, in France 
and Italy to a high of 84 per cent 
in little Luxembourg. 

In no country did the Com- 
munists gain a parliamentary seat 
in 1950. They lost their two re- 
maining seats in the English 
April elections. They lost their 
eleven seats in the Norwegian 
Storting. In Italy, they hold 183 
ipared to 244 in 1946. 
In Germany, Communists elected 
only fifteen representatives to the 
tOSseat Budestag. 
S— What part has American 
labor played in combatting 
Communism abroad? 

Teams of labor specialists have 
been sent abroad to advise and 
consult with foreign worker or- 
ganizations, and various Ameri- 
can unions working m-harmony 

have spent . their ,o,wjt funds to 
send top leaders * abroad to" en- 
courage the development of free 
trade unions' as one of democ- 
racy's strongest weapons against 
the Stalinists. On the domestic 
scene American unionists have 
opened their meeting halls and 
their homes to thousands of Eu- 
ropeans who have visited Amer- 
ica as part of< ECA's technical 
assistance program. These visi- 
tors, brought to America to learn 
the secrets and "know-how" of 
American productivity, have 
studied also the structure and 
operation of American unions. 
They have learned how American 
unions have fought and bested 
Communists in their efforts to 
capture control of the member- 
ships. And, returning home, they 
have become apostles of the 
democratic principles they have 
seen in operation here. This has 
been a strong factor in European 
Communists' loss, not only of 
membership, but of political 
standing as well. 

In France, the CGT, the Com- 
munist dominated trade union or- 
ganization, which boasted a mem- 
bership of 6,000,000 shortly after 



the war, is believed to have but 
2,000,000 members today, while 
the Communist newspaper in 
Paris has dropped in circulation 
from 620,000 to fewer than 240,. 
000. In Italy the Communist party 
been torn with strife from 
top to bottom. When Communisms 
ttempted to sabotage ECA ship- 
ments, such ICFTU members as 
the International Transport 
Workers Federation cleared the 
Communists off the docks, often 
after vigorous hand-to-hand fight- 
ing, 

fi— How can we Intensify our 
global offensive against Com- 
munism? 

The challenge of our time is 
an equitable production and dis- 
tribution of goods and services. 
Today the challenge comes to us 
partly from Asia, where much 
the largest proportion of the 
population of the world 
lives in squalor _ difficult for 'a,s— 
twtnjatlrc: And thes*' people jfS-e ■■ 
our representatives arrange for 
a shipment of relief wheat or rice 
to a famine-ridden area—and- at 
the same time talk of non-inter- 
vention in their affairs. 

This they cannot understand. 
They ask: Why does America 
give us this relief? Is it because 
America is afraid we will or- 
ganize in our desperation to help 
take from America the over- 
whelming wealth it possesses? Is 
America trying to buy us off with 
a cupful of rice? And so they 
listen to the Commies who give 
nothing, not even a cup of rice, 
hut who are very adept at raising 
disturbing questions about 
American motives. 

We cannot merely give relief; 
we have got to insist that our 
relief is part of a well-developed 
plan for a better world. What we 
need in Asia as well as in Europe 
are stable, satisfied allies. We 
must convince them that what 
we are doing is In our own self- 
interest as well as In theirs; that 
it is good business for us to help 
them take their place in a free 
world so that we may benefit 
from the trade of friendly and 
economically strong neighbors. 
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What Can We Do As Individuals 
to Oppose Communism? 

By Dr. Harry Overstreet 

' Author and Lecturer, Former Pro fessor of Philosophy, University of California 



answer this question although armies are in the pic- 

J at can we do as individuals to ture. Armies are the kind of 
I ise Communism" we need to power that past imerialisms 
v the peculiar, uncanny pow- used. Russian imperialism goes 
I lat Communism exercises. It about it differently. Where it con- 
I it, in the main, that of armies quers, it conquers not only by 



military but also by pysehological 
power. It conquers chiefly by the 
propaganda of hope. We know by 
this time that the hope is mostly 
false; that the freedom Commu- 
nism promises— because they are 



based on absolute conformity to 
a dogma— become a binding slav- 
ery. Yet wherever Communism 
has conquered, Its strongest bat- 
talions have been the hopes it has 
seemed to bring. When, in 1917. 



Communism made its bid for su- 
premacy in an unhappy and frus- 
trated Russia, among an op- 
pressed and poverty stricken 
people, it won by a propaganda 
of promises. By a stroke of ths 
San Francisco Examiner— 1 1. 
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, pen, Lenta abolished not only, the 
'.: czardqni but'-, private' property, 
.' andi with a complete lack of psy- 
. choioglca] understanding, prom- 
, ised his fellow countrymen a new 
world ox collectivized happiness. 
Since then, wherever Communism 
has gone among unhappy and 
oppressed people, it has gone with 
the promise of overthrowing old 
tyrannies and of bringing new 
freedoms. 

How can we best oppose an 
enemy that fights with hopes? 
The answer must be: with strong 
and truer hopes. This is the basic 
answer. Of course, in this kind of 
world, each nation has been com- 
pelled to safeguard its own ex- 
istence by military strength. This 
is more than ever true today. 
There is no alternative for us but 
to refuse to be wiped off the 
earth. We have to make 
selves strong enough to halt this 
fanatical foe. But we cannot 
think of Russia as JUST a mill- 
. tary foe. After all, most of com- 
munistic Russia's conquests have 
not been purely military. Russia 
inarches with giant strides 
%mong unhappy and frustrated 
peoples because she comes In the 
guise of a savior. She conies with 
the deceptive promise of life more 
abundant. 

This should tell us one thing 
about what we of the democra- 
cies must do. We cannot success- 
. fully oppose Communism with 
military force alone. If we let un- 
happy and frustrated peoples in 
the world feel that we don't real- 
ly give a hang what happens to 
them, but that our chief concern 
is to build up our own safety 
and power, we shall hardly, win 
$Mtm to our side. The Commu- 
Mjrihsts will gather them in. If, on 
fee other hand, ■ we were to; let 
me frustrated peoples—inside as 
l ;ell, as* outsWe. ,om%jwn boun- 
aries-ffeel' that wer-as 'W'der 
^mocracy, do care . what .happens 
o them; we no longer intend 
live contentedly in sight of the 
the raw. deals .that, have been 
handed to them, we should 
• a hundred thousand battalion's to 
our power. 

Now, how is this translated 
Into responsibility for the individ- 
ual. What our government does 
can never be better or greater 
than what we as individuals are 
ready to do. This is what democ- 
racy means, In the long run, we 
Individuals make our Nation's 



policy. Even now .there is a sharp 
division among us between two' 
views: first,, the view that, our 
proper American' business , is . to 
mind our own business; and sec- 
ond, the view* that our proper 
American business is 
some attention to the business of 
mankind. The first view brings 
hope to the less fortunate 
of the world, Hence it has no 
pyschologieal weapons with 
which to fight. It has only mili- 
tary weapons. If it is true, how- 
ever, that we can win the war 
against Communism only by the 
psychological weapons of new 
hope, then, if we are tontent only 
to mind our own business, we 
prepare for our own defeat. Our 
job is to discover the hopes we 
can bring to the world. 

In other words, if we as individ-. 
uals fully realize what our 
Judeo ■ Christian religious tradi- 
tion tells us: that we ARE our 
brother's keeper, then we have 
taken a powerful step in the long- 
range battle against Commu- 
nism. 

MAINTAINING DEMOCRATIC 
IDEALS. 

There is a second thing. We 
must guard ourselves against 
letting Communism weaken the 
integrity of our democratic 
minds. The power that Commu- 
nism has to intimidate the minds 
of its opponents, is a wierd thing. 
It has worked so imperceptibly 
that many of us have not realized 
the magnitude of what has been 
happening.. But notice what has 
been taking place during recent 
years.- In the past, wherever an 
injustice was done, men of good 
will hurried to lend their support 
to those ■ unjustly treated.. It is 
different, now— and for a reason 
frightehingly simple. . , T 
, Nott^When'an injustice is dope; 
the Cbrdjpufti&U .MM*- also-t^to. 
'JoliBajfFunthe spot: >ls it a'lface" 
Hot? TheT'Cdmmuhists denounce 
the racial injustice. Is it a teacher 
unjustly dismissed? The Commu- 
nists are on hand to defend the 
teacher's rights. Wilson Record, 
has shown us that the Commu- 
nists are riot 'sincerely interested 
in racial justice or teachers' 
rights, insofar except as they can 
use them for their own purposes. 
But nevertheless, 
there's an Issue of this kind, 
they're on hand. Note the result. 
Today many a decent citizen 
feels he dare not "stick his neck 



out" In defense .of any one or. In; 
support of any just cause whatso- 
ever, because If he 'does,' hV'wili 
be denounced as, a .Communis^.-.. 

In short, fear of' being, cal^d 
a Communist has tended to nialce 
moral, cowards of us. Therij. is 
a tendency to be afraid to stand 
up boldly for some principles In 
which we believe, lest the Can>. 
munists, for their own purposes^ 
express themselves for : the same 
principles . . . then, by associa- 
tion, we may be tarred with ; the 
brush of Communism;" . ''" 
GUILT BY ASSOCIATION. 

In this fashion Communism 
could win Us victory among iis; 
for a nation made up of people 
who are too frightened to oppose 
injustice or to support just 
causes is no people Communists 
need fear. You've mentioned the 
weapon by which this fear has 
been injected among us. We call 
it "guilt by association." It is a 
weapon first used by the totali- 
tarian countries — Fascist Italy, 
Nazi Germany, Communist Rus'-. 
sia. It has been used to terrify 
people into conformity. That it' 
should now be used even uhof-. 
fieially among ourselves is 
of the tragic ways in which we 
have inadvertently let the Com- 
munists make inroads upon our 
minds. Guilt by association has 
no place in democratic America. 
One function of the individual 

to know this, so that he will 
not himself be taken in by it and 
will strongly oppose it when it is. 
used against others. 

Of course, the acceptance of the 
principle of guilt by association 
the rejection of , the basic 
American principle that a ' 
to , be t assumed innocent ' until 
legally 'proved guilty. Each indi- 
vidual, who accepts the un-Amer- 
,. , lean" principle .of '-'guilt by as*"- 

t s*ta*5gi^^ 

c rtonmin™ ism— is actually accepting aConi! ~ f -'- J 
munist principle of judgment,' 
and is weakening the dike's 
against Communism.' '•■ ' 

COMMUNISM A' 
REACTIONARY MOVEMENT. 

There is another thing that the 
individual needs to concern him- 
self about, We hear it said \.aa 
all sides that Communism' id a 
"radical" movement. Because 
Communism has come to be 
thought of as "radical," all move- 
ments critical of the status quo— 
all "liberal" movements, . in 



iort^~are labelled as Commtt- 

Stie',':Thls is a perilous thing; 

feidojea -aotilthe very> essence.qf 

impeiacy .consist In the wlH.to 
■fotiS: for a better society ? . If all 
k oris to change things for the 
j|tter— -as. in education, or busi- 
ii*>ss," or; world politics— are de- 
dpunpeeVas ''radical" and there- 
'.Ve/as' "Communistic" what be- 

Wes-eJjthe grand vitality of de- 
,|oeracy? One way to counter 
^particular peril is to expose 
^v: misconception. Communism 
i/lipt a radical but a reactionary 
ninvemorit. A right-wing mov 

" at; if you will. 

yJhisj'heeds to be said over an 
cfer again. Communism is a re- 
ajttonary throwback to tyranny, 
ifcis.' a, way of terrorizing the 
npdsof men into conformity. 
T.'as It is the sheer opposite of 

tit we call "liberal." Instead 
liberating men it puts their 
ninds:fin chains, What, then 
a'pongiourselves does most . 
' ' ibiei Communism? In a land 
jre'lmen have prided them- 
?es flri the democratic right to 
'er, v thought-control most 
se|iiWe3.' Communism. If we 
to'keepVour free way of life, 
mist keep our minds free. This 
iSjk joV that certainly concerns 
•a'ch of -us. ' ■ 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES iff THE FIGHT AGAINST 
COMMUNISM. 

The list of things the individ- 
ual, can[do is a long one.. Let me 
emphasize only a few of them. 
In a-w^rld where there are un- 
coiMedfvictims of this new tyr- 
anny; pur/individual obligation, 
I think/is to do what, singly and 
togetfdr, we can do to rescue the 
vietim^'of Communism. The trag- 
edy^gf .today's world ,is the 
*'""'" of. the : dispossessed; of 
ib fie? ^before the tyrant. 
toof^liyts;jBet|Qna^y 
_.- 5 ^ai.nation, to be; a haven 
of repS&e. ■ -' 

,. A second job is' to alert our. in- 
diyidual minds to demo'cratic vig- 
ilance. Each of us must maintain 
those attitudes which, in their 
sum, guarantee our freedom. 
Each man must school himself in 
that- most democratic attitude: 
respect 'for another man's differ- 
ence; whether ideological or an- 
cestral . . . Each mail must be 
judged as an Individual, judged 
on his own merits, not prejudged 
for. artificial reasons of race, re- 
ligion, ;or national origin. This i 



is ah "elementary American ppW 
ciple. :wh!ch each individual mu|; 
scrupulously; practice, as- a bill-* 
wark for,, freedom and agalast; 
Communism. . . \'< 

The third job, I take it, has & 
do with law. We must resolutely 
oppose all repressive measures-^ 
all measures disruptive of du^e 
process of law. A fourth job has] 
to do with religion. We must see; 
it that. the Communist war| 
against religion is countered bj] 
religious war against inhti- 
manity in all its forms. ,'S 

LONG RANGE GOALS. ■ ; ' 

The basic fact we need to tie, 
clear about is that we as a nation; 
are confronted with a new ln>| 
toric undertaking. In the ISth; 
century our history undertaking ' 
was to bring freedom into the J 
world. We did this on a certain 
4th of July in 1776. Now in. this, 
20th century, our historic under- ; 
taking is not only to defend this J 
freedom that we brought intol 
the world but to help extend, it" 
throughout the world, Lincoln de- \ 
clared that we could not remgun ' 

nation half slave and half fice. 
Now we are saying a further 
thing: that we cannot any longer 
remain a world one-third free and 
two-thirds enslaved by ignorance 
and poverty. Nor can we any 
longer remain a world enslaved 
by lawlessness and war. Henaj-a--- 

j 6 r , . undertaking is 
handed to us— of finding out how -' 
to help extend freedom through- , 
out the world. ' . „ ...!„ "^ 

Today the Voice of Americans ! 
the voice of Americans speaking; j 
for , what we individual Ameri- [ 
cans say— if .enough of us say it ' 
-^eventually 'gets said' by con-, 1 
gressrnen,' editors, chambers} of i; 
commerce, service clubs, rain-;' 
ist'efs" of/ religion'. -Today ifcfis J 
terribly- important that this t^m-,v< 
iirted^oice.'of^.AiMfiriaa^^i a£- 
voice .'that.speaks.fof :a new ":%ii- ■ 
ty among men. Communism is;a 
devastating insanity. It-; must 
not be permitted to take over the 
world, for, by its fanatic jUse of 
compulsion, it will wreck the^ 
world as surely as fascism and. 
nazism almost wrecked it. -Gurl 
job is to speak for the new san-. 
ity of a total world that Is to 
be helped toward freedom, This 
task to accomplish in a day. 
But this Is the high task tq which 
we Americans— and all men of 
good will throughout the w ; orld 
are now supremely called. .' 
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Harry A. Overstreet 

'4 6 HELEN'S LANE 
MILL VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 

July 17, 1,953. 
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Mr* Louis B. Nichols 
United States Department .of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (J ^W1 
Washington 25, D.C. • ■**;'<■' ',.■ -\Y:'i- 



Dear Mr. Nichols, 



., *m 



^•fty) 



This is an interim report. Just yesterday 
we had our interview with Mr* f Ne il in New. York— and we 
are more than ever grateful to you for suggesting that we 
see him. It was a thoroughly heartwarming experience. We 
went over our personal problem with him; and he, to our 
surprise, volunteered to channel through to the key Legion 
people in California, Arizona, and elsewhere if necessary 
both any statement we might prepare for him and his own 
recommendation that we not be treated as dangerous/ 1 We 
had not expected, or intended to ask of him, any such help 
as this. "After all, we recognize th$t, until, we have managed 
to account for some of those past signingsvand : belongings 
that are lis ted. against Mr. Overstreet* s name, we are more 
or less asking that people take us on faith. « and it is 
heartwarming when they do. Quite aside from pur personal 
problem, however, we were delighted to^vethe chance to 
talk with him about the very much larger problem of which we 
are so small a .part* 

We drove home, then, last evening, planning 
to write him at once such a statement as might seem best* When 
we got here, however, we we£e delighted to find in the mail the 
long awaited letter from Mr. Velde with the detailed information 
about the items that are in the file against Mr. Overstreet' s 
name. So now we can go to work on that and send Mr. O'Nell (and 
yourself) a copy of it when we have it done. It's going to be 
deplorably vague. Our records — aside from canceled checks — 
are practically non-existent. But we'll state our case as best 
we can; and we'll hope/to get a copy off to you soon. 

We have not been able to trace in any way the 
matter you yourself asked us about in particular: the visit that 
a Mr. Silvermaster is reported to have made to our apartment 
back in 1946. We have no membry of 'it whatever; ■-? but that does 
not mean a thing. After Mr. Overstreet 's 'retirement from the 
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Cpltege in 1939, his study at .home ^i^S^^\Bfi% f p\ 
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function of an office; and while people did not make appointments 
there quite as readily as at the College, a great many did come, 
naturally, asking to talk over one thing or another. Within 
the limits of time and energy, we have always tried to say Yes 
to people who have asked to see us for any cause that seemed 
at all reasonable « and that has covered quite a range of 
causes ♦ Mr. .Silvermaster, for example, might have come on any 
of a multitude of pretexts* He might have said simply that he 
had a problem he needed to talk over; or that he had read our 
books and would like to meet us; or that he was one of Harry's 
former students} or that we had mutual friends in California} 
or that he was trying to write something and would like to talk 
it over. One thing that rather surprises us is that the visit 
took place in 1946 — for we were in our own apartment so little 
that year. Not only were we away on various Spring lecturing 
engagements; but from June 1st until just before Christmas we 
were not there at all and the apartment was rented c to others. 
We spent the Summer here in Vermont, and the Fall teaching for 
sixteen ..weeks at the University of Michigan, in the Extension 
Division, We* re not trying to pass the buck — but could there 
be any check on the date of the visit, so that we'd know whether 
or not we ourselves were living in the apartment at the time? 
(I don't know that it would do us much good to know — for we 
couldn't account for the visit even if we were there. While we 
did comparatively little social entertaining in our apartment, 
because of our own heavy schedule of writing and lecturing and 
our many long absences from the City, we did have a good many 
people come and go- for wholly incidental reasons- on which we 
couldn't possibly check up now*) 

Now we come to a matter that we venture with some 
hesitation —'knowing how busy you are. (We often wonder 
at night whether you are still at your desk — and send off a 
hope that you're not pushing yourself too hard*) The only reason 
we venture is that you yourself offered to read articles if we 
wrote them. Trie matter of an article did not come up during 
this first meeting with Mr. O'Heilj and while we have ideas for 
two, we've been so busy trying to meet a book deadline in spite 
of Harry's several weeks in the hospital that the articles have 
not been written. What we do have, however, is a kind of long- 
range plan for a job of interpretation we'd like to do as our 
next psychological undertaking; and we very much want to talk 
it over with you before we do with anyone else. We may be coming 
to Washington for a hearing if the House Committee decides that 
way. But in any event, do you think there might be a time in '' 
early September — or even late August — when you could spare 
us an hour if we were to come down? It would mean a lot to us 
to get your slant on the job we're thinking of shaping up for 
ourselves for the next couple, of years. 



Sincerel 
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July 30, 2953. 
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Mrs* Barry A. Ouerstreet 

Rural Route 8 

Bennington, Yermnt 
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WS3 $ to mure jw f|# statewintj/aii eMl®m$Mll be 
bade a port of ouk /fits* 

fith beti*hh$$- and kind regards. 

Sincerely yours $ 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



TO 



/ 



FROM 



SUBJECT: 



Mr. Tolson 



L. B. Nichols 



date: July 21 s 1953 



DR. HARR. 
Early in 
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Harry A. and Bonaro Overstreet, 



\rather prolific writers on psychological subjects, endeavored to 
Isee the Director. I saw them. They were concerned over listingsp^ 
\in organisations deemed subversive. They were seeking to clear* '* 
\themselves. _ ! 

i 






I, of course, told them that the Bureau" KdU' J %ade no /^" <"> 
charges. We would be glad to receive any explanation they might 
care to make. I referred them to the initial sources of their ffi 
difficulties, namely, the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
and the American Legion. 

The Overstreets have been very commendatory of the Bureau, 
tyhile they were here, I did ask a few questions of them in passing. 
[Their attitude was excellent. Among other things, I inquired whether 
they were acquainted with Nathan Gregory Silvermaster and whether 
he had ever visited in their home. We had information that on the 
night of December 16, 1946, Silvermaster was a guest in the home of 
Harry A. Overstreet, 445 Riverside Drive. In the attached letter, 
\Mrs. Overstreet reports their progress and further brings up the 
{Silvermaster visit. They have no memory of it whatsoever, but say 
that that does not mean a thing, that a lot of people called at 
their home. They were in their apartment very little and they were 
not there at all from June 1 to Christmas, 1946. No one, of course, 
s made any charges against them on the Silvermaster visit and I 
ee no purpose to be served in going into any details although we 
know that Silvermaster did visit the home on December 16, 1946, 
and if the Overstreets were not there, then^somebody else must have 
been using the apartment. 

A note is attached to Mrs. Harry A^vverstreet. 
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Mr. Louis B. Nichols 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Mr. Nichols, 
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Here for your Information -- and your 
file — is a copy of the report on himself and his past 
affiliations that Mr. Overstreet sent in yesterday to 
Mr* Velde and the House Committee* 

We recognize its limitations. It could 
not fail to have many of them, since our records are 
so sketchy and few. We hope, however, that it. gives a 
sense of how, in general, we go at life. We hope also 
that It shows what we take to be almost self-evident: 
that the things we have worked for and cared for, all 
through the years, a±?e so deeply incompatible with 
Communism as it is preached or practiced that we could 
not knowingly lend ourselves to anything that would 
encourage the spread of Communism. g a r 

Will yqu, then, take a look at the report 
if you have a chance; or in any case, stow It away in the 
file for future reference. 



Sincerely 



^ 






?&* 



AH 



*■ 




street ~,r / 



Verstreet 



The radio series to which Mr. Overstreet 
refers toward the end of his report is the one already i n 
your file. We are attaching, however, the article from 
the Pi Lambda Theta Journal of which he speaks in the report , 
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SYCHOLOGICAL MATURITY: 
THEKEYJDEA 



HARRY A. OVERSTREET* 






Ivf 




Nl 




*Y father t6u/ght in a (SvTlwaF that almost^ tore our nation to pieces. I my- 
self have lived through two world wars that together almost wrecked ouf 
civilization. Now, with countless others of my fellows, I am anxiously wonder- 
ing whether a third world war will put an end to everything we care about. My 
father used to speak of the great financial panic of his day, when millions of men 
were out of work and soup kitchens tried feebly to keep them alive. I, mysdf, 
with others of my generation, have lived through an even greater economic crisis, 
when frightened and bewildered people found the economic world sheer tragedy. 
In Edwin Arlington Robinson's poem, Merlin, Vivian says to the old sage: 

Tell me a story now about the world, 
The men in it, and- what they do in it, 
And why it is they do it all so badly. 

This is the question that men have been wrestling with time out of mind: why 
is it that we human beings do so many of the basic things of life so badly? 

According to the ethics taught me in my childhood, the answer was that people 
do bad things — like killing one another in war, exploiting one another, discriminat- 
ing against one another, and so on — because they have badness in them. Today 
we begin to give a different answer: people do things that are bad because most 
of them are psychologically too immature to know, that what they do is bad. 

This is an insight that psychologists and psychiatrists, anthropologists, soci- 
ologists, and other social scientists are now helping us to understand. It is the 
truly revolutionary insight of our time. One of our distinguished psychiatrists, 
G. Brock Chisholm, has given us the authentic clue as to why "we do it all so 
badly." "So far in the history of the world," he writes, "there have never been 
enough mature people in the right places/' 

When we get the full force of this idea, we can take a deep breath. We know 
then our next great human task: it is to promote the psychological maturing of 
mankind. 

O HARRY A. OVERSTREET, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy, is a well-known author 
and lecturer. Increasingly interested in adult education; he wrote The Mature Mind 
which has been one of the leaders on the nonfiction best-seller lists. 
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Once we build mature people we can build mature institutions, for institutions 
are merely people "writ large." It is futile to expect to have great institutions — 
home, government, industry, school, church — when those who create and carry 
on these institutions are fixated in a kind of perpetual immaturity; immature 
fathers and mothers, immature politicians, immature businessmen, immature labor 
leaders, immature teachers and preachers. "Where there is no vision," it has been 
said, "the people perish." But where there o is no maturity of mind and spirit there 
can be no vision, ^since vision requires insight, and insight comes only with the 
unfolding of the human powers. It is the limited vision of the immature that has 
chiefly brought tragedy to the world. Obviously, we can build a great world — 
from the small areas of the home to the wide areas of the total planet — only as 
we build people of mature understanding and behavior. 

This idea is the unique contribution that our own age has made to human cul- 
ture. Significantly enough, it is not found with any comparable emphasis in the 
cultures of the past. Great ideas, to be sure, have come out of these past cultures 
that have been woven into the texture of our own: the idea, for example, of a 
single source of truth (one God); of human equality (the brotherhood of man); 
of social justice; of love as the essential way of life; of man as a rational creature; 
of codified law; of the scientific method; of creative self-expression; of civil liberty 
and self-government. All of these have contributed to the making of our culture. 
Now our own age, in a unique and documented fashion, contributes a further idea, 
namely, that the great ways of life called for by these historic ideas — like seeking 
the truth, loving our neighbor, establishing justice and equality, using reason, creat- 
ing workable laws among men, pursuing science with undeviating integrity, ex- 
pressing ourselves creatively, venerating the eternal in life, achieving liberty and 
-self-gevernment-^are -possible~oniy~where human~b~eings "grow" beyohcTTheirbifffi 7 



limitations of infancy, childhood, and adolescence, and enter into the mature 
realization of their inherent powers. 

The great idea that our age adds to all that former ages have contributed, is 
the idea of the need for a threefold maturing: intellectual, emotional, and social. 
Men may, indeed, as the Greeks believed, be in essence rational, but if they re- 
main all their lives infants in mind — ignorant, self-centered, willful, irresponsible 
— their inherent rationality will have small chance to express itself. Again, men 
may, as our democracy has proclaimed, have in them the inherent power of self- 
government, but if they remain fixated in childish attitudes and behaviors, the 
self-government they devise will fall far short of being wise and just. So our age 
brings a new insight that carries with it a new obligation: maturity of mind and 
spirit must be achieved if the great truths of life are to be fulfilled. 

We are able, then, to look upon nations and cultures with a new searching 
question in mind: Do they encourage the maturing of their people, or do they en- 
courage fixation in immaturity? Where nations and cultures promote the great in- 
sights we. have mentioned — like loving our f ellowmen, using reason instead of 
irrational force, seeking to know instead of willfully remaining in ignorance — 
they promote the maturing of their people. Where, on the other hand, cultures 
encourage antagonism and hate; where they build habits of irrational force and 
violence; where they deliberately preclude the freedoms of learning; they discour- 
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age the maturing of their people. It becomes clear, then, that the essential function 
of nations and cultures is to encourage the kinds of insight and activity which pro- 
mote the maturing of their people. 

When we realize this, we see how profoundly opposed to our basic values are 
the fascisms and communisms. These are systems of life that deliberately discourage 
psychological growth. They are aptly called "totalitarian" since they prescribe a 
total control of the individual's life. The "Finished Plan" is assumed to be there 
for the individual to accept and follow. He is not to question it. He is not to experi- 
ment with other possible plans of life. In fact, everything is arranged so that he 
shall remain in ignorance of other possible plans of life. He walks the prescribed 
line; reveres the ordained heroes; hates the prescribed heretics. In short, he does 
what is dictated. If he is obedient, he prospers; if he is skeptical or rebellious, he 
. is expunged. 

The fascisms and communisms, in short, are authoritarian systems of life. They 
turn individuals into obedient children, making no exception even for the creative 
artists or the scientific genius. Each of these takes orders and does what he is told 
to do. 

The story is somber and terrifying. How this reversion to psychological and 
political infantilism ever "hatched" in our modern age is a story too long to be re- 
counted here — although the knowledge of it is now a psychological "must." We 
begin to realize how sinister the thing is. Both the fascisms and communisms have 
bred robot-people by the millions: people who have been conditioned to take 
orders; people who dare do no basic thinking for themselves; people who fear 
and obey a secret police; people who are trained to a blind worship of their demi- 
gods, and who, in a fanatic frenzy, will go forth and' destroy the free world if 
their demi-god gives the nod. . *■■■--< ,- •-.■„.. 

Stripped to its essentials, the civil war of the world today is a war between the 
system of life that calls for the free growth of individuals and institutions into 
their psychological maturity, and the system, of life that calls for the stoppage 
of development. The one encourages the fullest possible maturing of men's powers 
through the free exercise of these powers. The other calls for the fixating of men's 
powers into prescribed attitudes and behaviors. 

Never has the freedom to think and plan and experiment — yes, even to make 
mistakes, to fumble and go wrong, to disagree and get mad at one another — 
seemed so precious. These are precious because we now see that without them no 
growth of mind and spirit is possible, and without the freedom to grow the human 
being ceases to-be truly human. The very things that are held against our type of 
democracy — that it is fumbling, has no unity of direction, makes grievous errors, 
is hindered by the conflicting voices of its citizens — all these should be said in 
its praise. For these are the absolutely essential conditions for the emotional and 
social maturing of its people. Without the power given us to- make mistakes, to 
back up and try again, to disagree — with mildness or with vehemence — we never 
grow in power to seek the truth and let the truth set us free. 

The concept of psychological maturing, then, is of no small moment in our 
time. It is of moment in the home, where it makes a world of difference whether 
parents are fixated infants — ignorant, opinionated, stubborn, unwilling to learn — 
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or grown-up men and women. It is of moment in the school, where it makes a pro- 
found difference to children and community whether teachers are mature in their 
feelings and judgments, or are egocentered, prejudiced, and narrow of vision. It 
is of moment in business and industry .where it makes all the difference between 
happy and productive relationships, and relationships of paralyzing rancor and 
bitterness. It is of moment in politics, where it makes the difference between the 
power-seeking politician and the welfare-seeking Statesman, between partisanship 
and citizenship. It is of moment in the church, where it makes the difference be- 
tween teachings and preachings that divide people into fanatic opponents, and 
teachings and preachings that unite them in a common brotherhood of concern. 

Today the concept goes far beyond the home, the school, business, local politics, 
and the church. It is decisive in the greatest world struggle that has ever taken place. 
Shall we be a world of people handed a "final truth" and bidden to accept on pain 
of liquidation, or a people free to seek the truth wherever truth can be found? Shall 
we be a world of individuals fixated in hate and isolation, or a, world of individuals 
growing in knowledge of one another and in a willing mutuality? 

The questiori about the world's tomorrow is whether men will have learned 
that their chief privilege in life is to grow toward fuller and fuller realization 
of their -intellectual and spiritual powers, or whether they will have fallen for the 
paralyzing view that the "final truth" has been found and authoritatively pro- 
claimed by a Hitler, a Mussolini, a Peron, a Marx, a Stalin, or anyone else. 

The voice of what is authentic in our own culture is today clear: only through 
the maturing of our minds can we set ourselves free, remain free, and become what 
we human beings have it in us to become. This holds not only for the most intimate 
relationships of our life, but for the widest relationships of our world. 
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COPY 
INFORMATION FOR THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

Date: 3\^ n, i^ O 

Submitted to: Honorable Harold H. Velde %^1,^1 

Submitted by: Harry A. Over^treet Mv< is liricuttSlNrJ 

}:. ytt/n y: - 

Before attempting to explain any of the specific _, , 

cerning my past affiliations, as these have been listed for me 

by your Committee, I would like to make certain initial statements 

that seem to me to be to the point* 

The first of these I want to make as definitively as I can: 
namely, that I am not now and never have been a Communist or a 
sympathizer with Communist tactics or philosophy in this country* 
I specify "in this country" only in the interests of complete 
accuracy; for at the t ime of the Russian Revolution, I, like many 
other citizens of the free world, had a brief hope, soon to be 
dispelled, that Russia might be fighting its way through revolution 
to democracy. So I suppose I had "sympathy" for Communism at that 
time, not as a movement in any measure relevant to our western needs 
but as a possible first step away from the older despotism in Russia 
itself. In any event, in the sense in which we now by common agree- 
ment make the statement, I have never been a Communist or a 
Communist sympathizer; nor have I everjicnowjjngl^ helped, a movement ._ 
or organtzatiron that~had Comim'M^B^alms • I would welcome a chance 
to make this statement under oath if your Committee, after con- 
sidering this report of mine, should feel that a hearing was in 
order. 

In the second place, I would like to explain why I have asked 
for a copy of the list, and for a hearing if such seems necessary, 
at this time and not before. Stupid as this may make me appear, 
I simply did not know until two days before I sent my letter of 
request to Mr Velde that I could make this type of request. For 
over a year now, because of the listing, my wife and I have both 
been subjected to attack by various individual citizens and un- 
official groups, and a number of efforts have been made to prevent 
our carrying through our speaking engagements. We have tried to 
the best of our ability to explain items on the list to the groups 
that have brought up the issue; but we did not know that the normal 
arid reasonable thing to do was to turn to your Committee for infor- 
mation and a possible hearing. So we fumbled along as best we could 
not too badly, since no engagement has been cancelled in spite of 
heavy pressure brought to bear, in a number of instances, on the 
sponsoring groups. In late May, however, because of painful ex- 
periences in California and of objections to future dates scheduled 
for us in Arizona, we decided to go to Washington on our way across 
country to try to talk over our problem with our California Senators 
and with the FBI. (We had already gone to the FBI in San Francisco 
and hadf elt much helped by our two interviews with them) ♦ On our 
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first day in Washington, Mr George Wilson, administrative assistant 
to' Senator Knowland, took us and our problem firmly and generously 
in hand and told us what I wish we had known long ago. As a result, 
we descended upon Mr Thomas Beale ~- and continued to get our tardy 
political education. Thanks to his patience and guidance, we saw 
at last what w e should be doing about the whole matter. Hence, our 
request to Mr.Velde, and through him to the Committee as a whole: 
to the effect that we be given as prompt a chance as possible to 
clear up this baffling situation. 

In the third place, may I say how I have come to feel about 
this experience of being "listed." When the whole method of lists 
based on past affiliations first entered the American scene, I felt 
that it represented a form of retroactive judgment that went profoundly 
counter to our traditions. Also, I felt that hearings — as I first 
read of them — were an unfair device for trying people in the court 
of public opinion and that they often flouted the elements of calm 
justice. I know, moreover, from the personal experience of my wife 
and myself during this past year that there ix still such a widespread 
misunderstanding of what a list signifies that great injustice can 
be done at the local level evem where none is intended at the official 
level. However, I must strongly saythat I have come to believe that 
the past affiliations of an individual — even myself I — are relevant 
in our efforts to deal with as insidious an enemy as Communism and that 
your Committee has every right to treat them as relevant. I 
cannot, therefore, feel abused or victii^e^Jby jthe reguixement, that 
I -sp-eak- up and— expl~aimrs— bursts I ^can why ~T~got myself tangled up, 
however innocently or tenuously, with dubious individuals or groups. 
1 say this only beeause I want you to know that I am not resenting 
the necessity I am under of trying to explain my past. I know that 
I have never intended to give aid Or comfort to Communism* I cannot, 
however, expect your Qommittee ~ or even, I suppose, local groups ~ 
automatically to know that fact. And I must say one thing further: 
knowing that I myself, on more than one occasion, have signed a 
petition or let my name be used on a letterhead only because I saw 
on thesponsoring list the name of someone I trusted — and whom I 
assumed to be better informed than myself — I also know, to my 
profound sorrow, that my own name thereafter may have become a reason 
why yet other unsuspecting people signed. It does not give me 
satisfaction, you may be sure, to feel that I have thus brought 
support to Communist causes or put innocent people on the spot. I 
think that all of us who have made mistakes in judgment and ^affili- 
ation in the past have something better to do than angrily to try 
to justify them and prove them unimportant — for we simply have 
no way of knowing how important they may have been. 

Now I must try to make certain covering statements about rfcy 
life and work. During the 1930s -- up to my retirement from the 
College of the City of New York, in 1939 — I was practically carrying 
two full-time jobs: my regular work at the College as teacher and 
Head of the Department of Philosophy and Pychology; and adult education 
work on the outside. This latter had become, almost without my intending 
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It, and largely because of heavy demands for such work during the 
depression years, a second major occupation. Then, too, of course, 
I was trying to get my own writing done. The result of this was that 
I attended very few meetings of any kind — almost none except those 
of my professional associations; that Iwas far less active in 
relation to citizen problems 7 than I felt I should be; that I rarely;, 
studied appeals that came to me with any detailed attention; and 
that I often looked for quick clues to help me decide when I should 
send donations or let my name be used. I was profoundly aware 
during those years of our own economic problems and was trying bdth 
to think them through as best I could and to give help where I could 
to those who had been caught in the disaster. I was also profoundly 
aware of the rising tide of fascism. But I was not in any equal 
measure aware of communist infiltration. For one thing, Communism ~ 
a form of revolutionstemming from a country that had never known 
western civilization ~ seemed to me like a movement that could 
never in the world get a toehold in this country. I knew there were 
Communists, of course. I had some„of them in my classes occasionally. 
But they seemed to me like "fringe" characters — noisy, unrealistic 
idealists or boringly dogmatic economic determinists — who could 
never carry weight in America. I did not fear their influence as 
I feared that of fascism. Hence, when appeals came to me that seemed 
in line with our tradition of humanitarianism, I had little or no 
suspicion that they might be tainted by Communism* 

I would make one exception here — lj EL^lxfi^oA&e^ofL^aa^ 
-not on -your^piresent— rrsting: namely7~The Teachers Union. I canndt 
recall even there that I really understood the tactics of communist 
infiltration. I did know, however, since I attended several meetings 
of that group, that there was an obstructionist minority at work. 
Hence, I withdrew my membership -- as did many others — and became 
one of the early members of the Teachers Guild. (My cancelled checks 
appear to show that I withdrew from the Union in 1935 and joined 
the Guild immediately thereafter, early in 1936). I offer this 
only as evidence that I did not go along with communist tactics « 
and that I disliked them, and repudiated them, even when I did not 
fully understand them. 

I am sure that another factor, also, played in upon my thinking 
at that time. As you know, of course, the student body at City College 
was overwhelmingly Jewish. Also, it was overwhelmingly made up Of 
students who came from homes where poverty was a day by day experience. 
1 knew something of jghat individual students suffered during the' 
depression, and I fet a strong loyalty to them for their efforts 
to ^et an education.* While I knew that there were a few Communists 
amorig them, I also knew that the vast majority were not Communists — 
and I grew terribly weary of hearing people call the College a place 
made up of Communist Jews. You know the blanket charges that were 
leveled against it: charges which, if they had been true, would have 
made a non-communist a rarity on the campus, and would have made 
a non-communist Jew anywhere something of a rarity. I resented all 
this — and I cannot say for sure to #iat extent my resentment against 
it delayed my becoming aware of the real menace of communism. 
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' That I was not myself favoring Communism, however, Is I think 
suggested by the fact that on pages 235-236 of my book, A DECLARATION 
OF INTERDEPENDENCE, which was published by the W.W. Norton Company 
in 1937, I wrote, "This ♦ ♦ .. would seem to be the direction that is 
most compatible with our American spirit and tradition. Neither 
communism nor fascism can be other than tragic In the American scene . 
Each is a form of organization that eliminates something that Is 
essential to our traditional wishes and ways of doing things • Each 
falls in more nearly with the traditions in which a high degree of 
autocracy and regimentation have been pretty continuously in evidence. 
The American is an incurable individualist. He can realize the need 
for governmental control, but he must also have a wide range for 
his ingenuity and initiative. Any form of social organization that 
proceeds to regiment him under an unlimited authority will be met 
by bitter and persistent opposition. 

"America, in short, must, in its economic development, go the 
American way." 

The years since my retirement from the College have been 
"nomadic." While we maintained our New York apartment until 1949, 
and spent some small part of each year there — sometimes only six 
or eight weeks of the year — our work increasingly took us over 
the country. During the war years we were on the road lecturing 
a large part of the time, or were engaged on short term adult education 
projects. Since 1946, we have spent an increasing amount of time 
on Extension work J'or various juniyersi ties ^Michigan, Ala bama . and 
— C^ttforirirar chief l~y. Even more empHa^Tcally, therefore, than when 
I was at the College I have been a non-joiner of organizations or 
a non-attender of meetings. Where I have tried to serve as a Board 
member «- as at Town Hall, New York, for many years — I have been 
almost a total loss, and have finally resigned, knowing my own 
uselessness. Except on a very few occasions in adult education 
groups I have not been in on policy making. This "nomadic" life — 
an exceedingly busy one, again, and conducted without secretarial 
help except for one or two brief periods — * has militated against 
accurate checking up on groups, or attending groups, or keeping 
respectable records. So again I have to admit that I have, in my 
joinings ~- at least until very recent years — - acted on cursory 
information. But also I have never been an active member, or a 
policy making member, of any one of the groups that appear to have 
been mistakes. 

My writings have been in three fields, all overlapping: philosophy, 
adult education, and personal psychology (the psychology of human 
relations). The last of these has increasingly absorbed my time. 
Such comment as I have made in writing about political matters 'has 
been incidental to analyses In social philosophy or psychology. Not 
until recent years have I made any frequent reference to the nature 
, and thret of Communism — for the reason noted earlier: that it 
was not on my mind as our chief enemy. Consistently, hwwever, I 
have stated and restated my confidence In our American way of life 
as a way of life conducive to sound individual growth and sound 
human relations. No totalitarian system could possibly provide for 
its citizens the conditions of sound growth that I have repetitively 
called for as essential. 
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My lecturing has also been in the philosophical and psycho- 
logical fields* Increasingly it has focussed on the psychology 
of human relations. I would say that the groups to which I have 
spoken most consistently in recent years -- and indeed all the years 
in which I have done public lecturing-- have been the various town 
halls of the country; Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences; 
Columbia Institute of Arts and Sciences; Town Hall, New York; 
church groups; public forums; PTA conventions and workshops; 
various business groups; and mental health associations ♦ In 
addition, my wife and I together have taught a number of six and 
eight week courses — chiefly in Detroit, under the sponsorship 
of the University of Michigan Extension Division. On four different 
occasions, for example, we have taught such courses for the top 
management group of the Detroit Edisdm Company — courses in human 
relations* Similar courses we have given twice for the Michigan 
Bell Telephone Company — also for the top management group. We 
have given one such course for the Detroit Institute of Banking 
and have on hand an invitation to give another ap soon as we can 
find room in our schedule for a six-week period. We have done 
a number of shorter jobs — single lectures and institutes for 
other business groups: this past Spring, for example, in California, 
we spoke to the Northern California Association of Training Directors 
and also to the supervisors of research and personnel people of 
the California Research Corporation (an affijjj^^f^ifiuxdard Oil)* 
-We^h-a^^-rfrstr^^ life institutes ~ usually 

sponsored by University extension divisions. This coming Pall we 
are scheduled again for the University of Michigan and the University 
of Alabama, dividing the t ime after October 1 between the two. 
Again I would emphatically say that the type of human development 
and human relationship that we try to clarify and emphasise in all 
our lectures is of the sort that could not exist in any 
totalitarian system: that Communism is incompatible with it seemf 
to me to go almost without saying. 

So far as my general accumulation of memberships and donations 
through the years is concerned, I think I would like to make such 
clarifying comment as I can — for I feel sure that your Committee 
is trying to shape up a proportioned picture of my activities as a 
whole. I am not in any sense trying to say that such mistakes as 
I have made have not been mistakes; but I cannot help feeling that 
they have been rather few, through the years, considering the range 
and character of my interests, the difficulty that any lay citizen 
is under in trying to appraise the nature of an appeal that comes 
to him and that seems legitimate, and my own frankly hurried and 
haphazard relationships to groups. Since I have always felt myself 
to be a rarely fortunate human being in many respects, I have, in 
a sort of habitual gratitude, tried to donate where I could and to 
lend my support to causes that have seemed to me to protect others 1 
rights or to extend their opportunities for growth. I won't inflict 
upon you any total list; but I do not think it irrelevant that 
since January 1950 my wife and I have belonged to or donated to 
more than eighty different organizations. (We ran through this list 
hurriedly with Mr Beale in his office — and as I recall, there were 
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two out of the eighty-odd about which he had doubts: The League for 
Industrial Democracy and Workers Defense League • The others all 
seemed to be all right.) The largest single group, of course, 
are standard help-giving organizations* Many are prof essional# If* 
however, we take the size of donations as a criterion of interest — 
and I stippose it is as good as any I can offer — and if we rule 
out donations to our own church building fund and to a couple of 
other church building funds in which we had a personal interest 
(one Episcopal; one Catholic) and a few other special appeals from 
church organizations and publications, it appears that the 
institutions to which we have donated the most during this period 
have been the following: 

C.A.R.E (far more than any other) 
Save-the-Children-Federation 
Iron Curtain Refugee Committee 
Foster Parents Plan for War Children 
New York Council for Adult Education 
Boston Center for Adult Education 
United Negro College Fund 
International Rescue Committee 
Hospitalized Veterans Music Service 
Wiltwyck School for Boys 
Menninger Psyhhiatric Foundation 

ALso on the list— fi^e^mericaix^CoTararrtee for" a UnitecT Europe, Christian 
Children's Fund, American Association for the United Nations, Free 
Chinese Literature Foundation, Near East Foundation, American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind, Aid for Refugee Chinese Intellectuals ♦ 

So much for background. Now I will try to give such explanations 
I can about the special groups and petitions on your list. I am 
sorry that I am going to have to be sketchy. I have virtually no 
relevant records except cancelled checks. Not having had an office 
except in my own home for more thai* a dozen years now, having my 
possessions haphazardly divided between the Vermont farm and the 
California house, not having secretarial help, and most of all, not 
having expected ever to need to know about my; own past, I simply have 
not kept any complete files — and worse yet, have periodically 
cleaned out my files by throwing away vast quantities of what seemed 
useless matter* The result is that, even with the best of intentions, 
I have not been able to dig up even a relevant letterhead-- so I 
am going to have torely on checks and memory, and hope that you 
will know that I am doing the best I can to be accurate. (Perhaps 
specific questions put to me at a hearing would enable me to speak 
more precisely to your own points, if you decide that such a hearing 
is advisable.) 

There are two definite statements I can make that would apply 
to all the organizations involved: first, that I did not know at the 
time of my affiliation that I was serving Communist ends by lending 
my name or becoming a member; and second, that I was never an 
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active or policy-making member. There is only one instance in 
which I can recall even attending a meeting — and I will speak 
of that later: Descendants of the American Revolution. 

American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom ; 

I can say nothing about the content of the materials ^sent me by T 
this organization; the specific nature or the request zo wniclf I 

responded with permission to use my name; or the purpose of the 
Citizens 1 Rally of April 13, 1940* At this- late date, I simply do 
not know what it was all about. I believe, however, that this was 
the Committee of which Professor Fvsjxz^BoglS was Chairman. If that 
is the case, then this was one of the instances where I lent my name 
because of other names. While I did not know Professor Boas well, 
we had served together, as I recall, on the faculty of an adult 
workshop at Mills College in 1927. (I am more sure of this 
date than I usually am, because that workshop was one of the first 
to be conducted after the forming of the American Association for 
Adult Education in 1926). My impression of Professor Boas at that 
time — though I cannot recall his specific contribution — was that 
of a man deeply devoted to democratic principles. Through the years 
after that I heard, of course, of his work and his activities — and 
they seemed always to command the highest respect on the part of 
those with whom I talked. I knew that some individuals and groups 
had attacked his studies of race; but almost all anthrpologists 
face some such attack if their science does not stress race differences 
and give comfort to those who believe in theories of_racial super- 
iority. Rene e7~frt-n^^ to "me to interpret these 
attacks as a reason for doubting Professor Boas f s scientific integrity 
or democratic conviction. As a fellow member of the teaching pro- 
fession, I held him in regard; and I would have responded almost 
automatically and w ith complete confidence to an appeal from him or 
a group of which he was chairman. I think there were also a number 
of other names on the list that I accepted as reason enough for lending 
my name: as a kind of guarantee that the cause was a good cause. 

I note that the earliest date given for my name on this lettrheac 
was September 22, 1959; and that the last date mentioned in connection 
with the group (the date of the Citizens* Rally) is April 13, 1940. 
That was the first year of my retirement from C.C.N.Y. I did my last 
teaching in the Spring term of 1939, and my retirement became official 
in September 1939. My wife and I took on for that first year a 
project as research associates for the American Association for Adult 
Education. As thisinvolved a study of community leadership over the 
country, (a study eventually published as: a small book called LEADERS 
FOR ADULT EDUCATION, 1941) we were in New York very little that year. 
So far as I can recall — and I think I can be quite certain of this -* 
I was never present at any meeting of the Committee, nor in any 
relationship to its work close enough to make me suspect communist 
influence upon its activities. I probably would not have suspected 
it anyway unless it was fairly obvious; for as I rioted earlier,. I was 
not on the lookout for such influence in those years, I was not preset 
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I can be sure, at the Citizens* Rally, We were not in New York in 
April of that year, I am certain; and in any event, a mass rally 
is one of the t hings I would be least likely to attend. 

I note that the Committee was cited as a Communist front organization 
in 1942— - two years after this* I do not know whether this means 
that it was such a "front" group from the beginning, or that it 
became so through infiltration. I only know I did not suspect any 
communist leanings. I wish I could be more specific about the matter, 
I find no cancelled checks to show a donation to the Committee's work, 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born ; So far as I know 
ray only contact with this group was as indicated on your list: I 
signed a statement against denaturalization. I would not have recall* 
the date of this, but your material gives it as 1950. So far as I 
know, this was a petition that simply came to me by mail and that 
seemed convincing in the light of my own concern at that time about 
what it might mean to initiate a policy of denaturalization, I do 
not pretend that I was well informed on the subject; but what I had 
read made me feel that there were grave risks involved — that the 
policy could lead to one, in time of political stress, in which 
naturalized citizens who happened to r epresent an unpopular point 
of view could be made to feel less secure than native born citizens 
with the same point of view. As I have understood the matter, a 
citizen is a citizen -• and the fact of his having coj ae to citizenshi] 
by the road -of natural :i z^aTfi^n^iri'k^teS^Tlif birth is not intended to 
leave him in any measure an "outsider" or a person who is only 
tentatively accepted* It seemed to me that a naturalized citizen — 
like one who was native born -- would be subject to all laws against 
treason, subversion, and conspiracy and that there was no need to 
undermine the general confidence of naturalized citizens by making 
special provision to take care of subversion in their ranks. I was 
not informed about the nature or other activities of the American 
Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born, so far as I know. Imay 
have received other appeals from it on other subjects. I do not 
recall having responded to them. (We do not have our second class 
mail forwarded to us from Vermont during the months - when we are in 
California, nor from California during the months when we are' in 
Vermont. The result is that twice a year -* once at each end — we 
encounter great stacks of it; go through it hurriedly; discard most 
of it; and become so swiftly absorbed in current materials that we 
never get back to the old ones. Scores of appeals, leaflets, mimeo- 
graphed sheets, etc., thus go into the discard unread — and I cannot 
tell, actually, whether or not materials from this Committee have 
been recurrent arrivals.) 

I note that it was listed as subversive a number of years before I 
signed the petition and that the fact of its subversive character 
was given to the press in 1948 -- two years before. I wish I could 
say whether or not I made note of this fact at the time — but I 
can't. In any event, the name would not have rung in my mind at 
the time the appeal came; for it was not an organization with which 
I had had any contact that would particularly make me notice its 
adverse listing. 
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American Committee to Save Refugees: This is another case of a 



statement that was sent to me that seemed, at least on the surface, 
authentic and convincing ♦ I think I was never in any sense a member 
of this organization and I cannot make any informed statement about 
its policies ♦ I know that I did not intentionally support a Communist 
group — even though this group appears to have been listed as far 
back as March 1944. My wife and I both, unless we see some good 
reason not to do so, tend to contribute to r efugee relief* I do not 
find the evidence of cancelled checks to show that we donated in 
this case; but it would not have surprised me to Siscofer ;such checks* 
Through the years -- as you can guess from the organizations to 
which we are currently contributing »- we have responded to a large 
number of appeals that had to do somehow with the relief of refugees; 
for it seems to us exceedingly hard for people with a roof over their 
heads not to respond to appeals for those who have none. We have 
not checked — have not been in a position to check — > the inner 
policies of all these groups* The overwhelming majority of them 
appear to have been all right* If we were to s et down all organ- 
izations of all kinds to which we have given support during the 
last fifteen years or so, I suppose the three types that would stand 
far at the top, numerically speaking, would be those designed to 
give relief to refugees, the physically handicapped (particularly the 
blind), and the orphaned (or otherwise underprivileged children). 
I regret any mistake through which I have however indirectly aided 
ia Communist cause; but I do not find that this particular mistake 
seems in my own mind a strange one for me to have made* 

American Friends of Spanish Democracy; Friends of Abraham Lincoln 
Brigade : I supported both of these groups in complete faith that 
they were anti-fascist and pro-democratic* Even at this distance, 
it seems to me that the sorts of materials through which they presented 
their case would have convinced anyone who was not more conscious 
than most of us were at that time of Communist infiltration. I was 
not an active member* I do not think I ever attended any meeting. 
Certainly I was never involved as a policy maker. But I must confess 
that I came to only a tardy and reluctant conviction that they wdre 
not what I and a great many other sincere Americans had believed them 
to be. 

Consumers Union : If anyone had asked me, before I saw your information, 
whether I had been a sponsor of this group, I would have said Bo; yet 
I am not particularly surprised to discover that I was set down as 
such at some past time (date unspecified)* My own vague memory is 
that I wrote an article for them once — something about the psychology 
of consumer education, I think — and that, since they did not pay 
any fee, they sent me the Consumers Report for a number of years in 
token payment. I feel fairly sure, however, that if they had asked me, 
on some special occasion, to let them use my name as sponsor, I said 
Yes* For I was completely astonished when I first heard that this 
group was considered to have Communitic leanings. I was never 
in on any of its policy making, of course: never present at any Board 
meeting or anything of that kind, where I might have become aware 
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that it had concealed purposes* I knew it only through the buyers 1 
guide. But at no time did I find in any issue of that guide that 
I read anything that would show it to have political purposes of 
any sort. I still find myself surprised th«t it is listed — for 
I see the Consumers Report as a .widely distributed magazine, and 
for sale on mewstands that would not have Communist customers 
in significant numbers, I should think. I have not myself been 
receiving the magazine for several years now; but I have picked up 
occasional copies. When I had to get a hearing aid, for example; 
I found the issue devoted to the Harvard research project on hearing 
aids exceedingly useful. 

Descendents of the American Revolution ; Thisis one organization 
about which I have specific memories »- though not detailed ones. 
I recall — and my wife confirms me in this memory -- that a committee 
called upon me at our apartment at the time when the Descendents 
were going to be formed. I do not remember the names of those oil 
this committee: they were strangers, and I never came to know them 
well enough for their names to stick. They presented the case for 
an organization of descendents of the American Revolution that would 
be more liberal in its policies than the Sons and Daughters usually 
have been. They indicated, as I recall — and indicated convincingly— 
certain liberal and humanitarian faiths characteristic of the founding 
fathers that were not finding adequate modern expression through 
the programs and policies of the Sons and Daughters_of t^e American 
Revolution. Althpjt^ interest in 

geneology or in groups based on the activities of ancestors, I have 
had a natural pride in the fact that I seem to have had Revolution- 
ary forebears; and as I have never belonged to any group that 
specifically honored this background and sought to continue its 
tradition, I responded with interest to the type of program this 
committee outlined — and said Yes, I would be a member. (I find a 
cancelled check for $2, dated May 6, 1938, as the only financial' 
evidence of membership.) I think I attended two meetings — possibly 
even three; and then withdrew. 1 cannot date the meetings nor say 
with any clearness what happened at them — except that I was deeply 
disappointed. I did not recognize any Communist taint. My memory, 
rather -* and my wife confirms this from the conversations we had 
when I came home -~ is of a deadly state of affairs in which nothing 
of significance got done. Par from having a clear cut liberal policy 
through which I could serve the American tradition, the group, so 
far as I could tell from those early meetings , simply had no policy 
at all. There seemed to be a tremendous amount of talk that did 
not add up — - and I simply withdrew. I do not know the flate of my 
withdrawal. I do not know, even, whether I made it specific at once 
or simply stopped going to meetings and withdrew later. But this is 
the essence of the story. 

The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties: As I recall, 
the January 1943 message to the Mouse of Representatives was in the 
nature of a protest against the proceedings of the Dies Committee. 
I think it proposed the discontinuance of that Committee. I still 
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feel that the House Committee hearings as they were being con - 
ducted at that time called for protest* With hindsight , however , 
I recognize that I made two mistakes when I signed that particular 
message. One was my failure to suspect that the Federation 
for Constitutional Liberties was not what I took it to be: an 
authentic American organization set up to defend civil liberties 
where these seemed threatened. All I knew about it was what I 
read in the materials sent me; and I doubt that these would 
have disclosed to any lay citizen not versed in Communist tactics 
the hidden character and motives of the group. {I see by your 
Committee's report to me that it was already listed as subversive 
six months before I signed its message. But I, absorbed during 
those war years with a heavy schedule over the country, wqs not 
keeping posted on listings — and I think very few of us were, or 
are even today, because of t he shortage of time and regular access 
to materials. In any event, I at that time knew the organization 
only as a channel through which I was given what seemed a legitimate 
chance to protest certain Committee methods that seemed to me unfair.) 
The second mistake I ma&e — and that I continued to make almost uj> 
to th* present •* was in underestimating the nature and extent of 
Communist infiltration. At thet ime that I suggested the abolition 
Of the House Committee I simply did not believe that there was enough 
undercover subversion in this country to justify any Committee 1 s 
being absorbed by it on a full-time basis. On this point t have' 
definitely changed my mind. For years, however, I continued to * 
disaj>£rove of: Comm\i%tam-yery^ strong% wher 6 y-I- knew or'its^exlstence 
which meant only wh6re ite appeared in fairly obvious form «-- and 
yet simultaneously to feel that the threat it presented $s a conspirator- 
ial movement in this country was being grossly exaggerated 

Schappes Defense Committee; I know exactly the private reason why 
I signed this group's petition; and I also know that I cannot make 
any statement of that reason that will sound even remotely sensible* 
But anyway, this is it. Schappes,as you know, was on the staff at 
C.C.N.Y. This meant, naturally, that I sat in faculty meetings 
with him and also, of course, thatwe sat in other ways connected 
with college work. I think I have rarely in my experience — and 
never, I would say, in any experience with a fellow faculty member— 
disliked a man so much. I am not given, as a rule, to strong 
dislikes directed at individuals over any continued period of time. 
I don't mean that I indiscriminately like all people equally - or 
that I never feel mild and moderate antagonisms. Usually, however, 
if I have to work with a person I will inevitably find in him 
characteristics with which to temper an intense dislike, This did not 
happen in the case of Scrhappes. I was not thinking of him as a 
Gomtnnlst — though certainly in retrospect I can see that his 
obstructionist tactics in faculty meeting fit the pattern. I con- 
tinually startled myself, however, with the intensity of my aversion 
to him ~ to everything he said and did, and to his manner of saying 
and doing it. This, on the face of it, does not sound like a sensible 
reason for signing a petition put out by his Defense Committee. Yet 
it is the reason. Prom the time he came under fire to the time 
that I signed the petition, I repeatedly tried to clarify my own 
responses to the charges against him and to make sure that I was 
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not making a conviction of his guilt out of the ^whole cloth of my 

personal dislike* In the end, still unsure of wether or not I 

was too prejudiced to give him a fair chance, I decided the legal 

authorities were in a better position than I to judge whether or 

not there were sufficient bases £ or r econsidering the case or grantin g 

a pardon , As they could simply ignore the petition if it made no 

sense to them, I saw no harm that would come of its bbeing sent. 

I recognize that there may beem to be a discrepancy between my 
prolonged self- searching in this case and my signing, In other cases, 
of petitions that I did not investigate at all. I can only say of 
that — as I was not yet suspicious of Communist Infiltration of 
humanitarian causes — there seemed no special reason to Investigate 
before giving help or standing up to be counted In behalf of civil 
rights , In the Sdii&ppes case, however, it was a matter of whether 
or not I was condemnffog a man unfairly -- not whether or not I was givinj 
help too casually. " 

Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign ; I cannot place this item at all, 
I note that it was cited on January 3, 1940 — so I presume that 
my sponsorship, whatever it was, dated from somewhat the same period 
as the AmeVfigte Friends of Spanish Democracy, If so, my reason for 
lending my name was prpbably again my complete confidence at that 
time in the democratic character of the Loyalist cause. But I have 
not been able to find any material with which to refresh my memory 
of this p^^cji^j^grmtp-. — tf^you ^ cJfcn--fitrn%sh^ 
atroh, I may be able to put this pieces together and give a more 
satisfactory report. There have been a few times through the years 
when my name has appeared without my permission; but as the incident 
seemed unimportant each time, I merely asked to have my name taken 
off and did not keep a record of the event. I am not aaying that 
this was one of those occasions. I think it far more likely that 
I took this on for the same reasons as I did other Spanish causes 
in that period. But it is possible that I did not even know about it. 

Again, I am sorry that I havfe not been able to document my answers 
and explanations more thoroughly. 



I would like to say, as I end this report, that I am no longer 
in doubt about the Communist threat. In a book that my wife and I 
have just completed (to be published by the W, W.Norton Company, in 
late Januray) we are devoting two chapters to an analysis of Communist 
tactics In their psychological implications and to a further analysis 
of what we can do to counter their influence, T he book is in the field 
of mental health — will be called THE MIND ALIVE — - and we have 
found that the strongest case, in a sense, that can be made against 
Communism must be made by the psychologists: in terms of its effects 
upon Individual minds and human relationships. 
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I would make note, alsoi of the fact that on May 28th I 
testified before the Senate Internal Security Committee, aa a 
"friendly witness," and made unmistakably clear my conviction 
that Communism Is a conspiratorial movement and that Communists 
cannot rightly serve as teachers in our fire e systems: that no matter 
what their particular subject-matter is, the attitudes that have made 
them become and remain Communists would "spill over" and corrupt 
the teaching relationship* 

I am venturing also to a ttach to this report two samples of 
my fairly recent writings ♦ The one — Psychological Maturity: The 
Key Idea -- Is an article that appeared in the Pi Lambda Theta 
Journal , Pall, 1952; and I have marked in the article, on the second 
and third pages, the matter that seemed to me relevant. The other item 
is a radio series in which I was privileged to take part in Sari 
Francisco* Mine was the final broadcast of the series, given 
on July 4, 1952, and It appears here as the last of the several scripts. 

May I thank the Committee for giving me this chance to try . 1 
to recall and explain my past and also to state my present convictions? i 
Again, if I have failed to cover matters that appear vit^il to the ^ 

as fully as my memory and limited records, would permit. 

Signed: H»A«Overstreet 
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. Mrsr. Harry A, • , Oversee* 
.«/t) Mr. "kvpxeti $wp 

Ann Arfeor/ Michigan 

©ear Urii* 0verstre«€: 



October 21, 1953 
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« .»_ »^- I *"* beett *** ° l &e offlce for a considerable period of t, 
«*»*• *****&?. I w»». ™*y.glad to receive your letter of October lift 
. ant. Dr. Overrtr.et'. irtttfrjrf September 22nd and to learn of the progres. 
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With, eyfljr igood wish, 
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Sincerely, 

L. B. Nichol* 
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Ann ArtHbr, Michigan" 
October 11, 1953 
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Mr. L.B. Nichols 

FBI 

9th and Pennsylvania 

Washington, D t C. 

Dear Mr. Nichols, 






I am enclosing a copy of the letter we have just 
received from Representative Velde, as we thought you would like 
to know that our effort to straighten out matters with the Committee 
seem to have led to a satisfactory conclusion. It remains to be 
seen, of course, whether local groups will accept as adequate the 
report on what we have donej but since our major concern has been 
that of clearing up any mistuaderstanding between ourselves and our 
government, local responses can now be taken in stride. 
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It seems likely that we will be in Washington for 
a couple of days toward the end of the month — at the beginning of 
our trek south by west — and in that event we will probably call 
you up, just on general principles. Meamrhile our thanks for a lot 
of things. 

O Cordially; 
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Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Committee on Un-American Activities 
Washington 



October 7 9 1953 
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Dr t Harrv A. Over street 
c/d 
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Ann Aroor, Michigan 

Dear Doctor Over street: 

It has recently been called to *ay attention that you have been 
in correspondence with members of the staff of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities and have taken the trouble to come personally to Washington 
regarding the matter of information contained in the Committee's Hies 
relative to you* 

I have requested the Committee to furnish me with a report of 
that information, which I am enclosing, as well as a photostatic copy 
of the sworn affidavit which you have furnished the Committee in 
clarification and explanation of the Committee's report. 

In the event that further inquiries are made of the Committee 
concerning information in its files relating to you, I am taking the 
liberty of placing your sworn affidavit in the files in order that it may 
be furnished with any material concerning you. 

I do not feel that it is necessary, at this time, to schedule 
an appearance for you before the Committee, believing that the sworn 
affidavit will serve to act as clarification and completion of the 
Committee's records. 

I appreciate your interest in taking the steps tbatyou have 
in making this information available to us. 

Sincerely yours, 



Harold H. Velde 
Chairman 
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f*>NARO W. OVERSTREET '. 

R. F. D. 2 



BENNINGTON, VERMONT 



September 22, 1953 
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Mr. Louis B. Nichols 5^)¥'' r *" ' 'O _^^.— 
FBI / ' ^ d ,•/?>?*■ ^ - - / ^V-^ > 

9th and Pennsylvania v ., 

Washington, d'.C. — ~— — ^ 

Dear Mr. Nichols — >s^_^^«^«^«^-^-^ JV ' ^ iE *^ w «*--'*^^ iHrt 

This isn't a letter that calls for any answer. 
It is simply a matter of our recording one of the many directions 
in which our thinking goes these days. 

Ever since our last talk with you, we have been 
haunted by a statement you made and the way you made it: a state- 
ment to the effect that liberals encourage a class society. At 
the time, we experienced your words chiefly as a jolt -- for our 
own feeling has always been that the essence of liberalism lay 
precisely in the wish to extend and guarantee the rights of all. 
Then, as we thought things over, and talked them over — on our 
drive home and since then --..we began to see that this is one 



more area^of the human situation about which we have further need 
to ponder and explore. The conclusion we have gradually moved 
toward doesn't dound impressive; but it is one that we will try 
to state, sooner or later, in some sort of article form. It might 
be summed up by saying simply, "There are liberals and "liberals." 
There are, in short, people for whom the liberal spirit is the 
animating force of life — as we feel it must be for our kind of 
society; and then there are people for whom liberalism Is a partisan 
dogma. It is not so much a challenge to outgrow one limited vision 
of life after another as it is a sense of being right and of being 
part of a company of people whose manners of speech and whose common 
background add up to a reassuring confirmation of this sense of 
ri fitness. This is the point, we feel, where liberalism becomes 
the maker of a class society: a mutually confirming association of 
people who have — generally without even knowing it, we would say -- 
slipped into the tragic error of confusing a certain intellectual 
sophistication with the liberal spirit. 

Our own concern is for that animating force in human 
affairs that Gilbert Murray wrote about in his LIBERALITY AND CIVIL- 
IZATION — and perhaps, since the word ' liberalism has been so vari ous 1 
used and misused, we would do better to, employ the word liberality. 
The reason your statement came as something of a shock is/t&kt'we 
ourselves have had, through all our adult years, a warm a!nd rewarding 
contact with people of all 






.1 sorts of backgrounds who have not been 
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"professional liberals" but who have been deeply concerned "to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly" with problems and 
possibility a of life that they recognize as greater than them- 
selves. We have called them liberals; and it has been the image-— *^~ 
of such as these that comes spontaneously to our minds when we use 
that term* We think it is they who have first right to the name 
and that for them it must be salvaged. 

We have known many of these people in the adult 
education movement with which we have been associatfida^-ever since 
the formation of the American Association for Adult Education in 
1926: librarians, teachers of Americanization classes, worle rs 
in agricultural extension and general university extension, leaders 
of human relations programs in industry, penologists, PTAers, and 
hosts of others. In more recent years we have known many of them 
within the fields of psychology and psychiatry, within the parent 
education movement, and within the various mental health societies: 
individuals who reach out to the human race through a newly emerging 
type of knowledge and who terribly want people to have the chances 
and the experiences that point toward mental and emotional well-being 
In the past year, in relation to our own problem, we have become 
warmly aware of another branch of the same "family:" men and women 
in Mill Valley, some of them professional people, most of them 
young business people, who may never have called themselves liberals 
at all but who found within themselves reason to seek facts before 
condemning us and then to stand by us even when it meant sticking 
their necks out* From the letters we have received this Summer, we 
know that many of these people have developed, though 'our "case, M ^~~ 
a social awareness and concern that are moving them to look : 
more deeply into the problems presented to our country by conspiracy 
and its emotional by-products. It is to them we will return in ,-. 
December and with whom we will not only talk over our experiences 
but explore more and more new materials and insights. 



What I f m trying to say, here - 
is that America, at the community level, is 
liberalism, or liberality. In this fact it 
some day, after we have thought more and le 
be able to do a job of relating this spirit 
present cultural problem; for while we reco 
we ever have before the spiritual dead-end 
liberals" have strayed, we still reach out 
love and our long-range intensions. 



- just thinking out loud 

a great seed bed of 
s strength lies* And 
arned more, we want to 

of liberalism to our 
gnize more clearly than 
into which "professional 
to the word with our 



Enough of that. And again, you aren't expected to 
have to answer this I We'll probably try out our ideas time and 
again by sending them in your direction. We are deep in materials 
sent us by Raphael Nixon of the House Committee — hearings as 
far back as the early Dies Committee; and we had a long constructive 
talk the other night with Victor Lasky. Learning is exciting business 



Cordially 3 





JBonaro W. Overstreet 




November 13, 1953 
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Mrs, Harry A, Over street 
c/o Extension Division 
Box 2787 

University of Alabama 
University, Alabama 

Dear Mrs. Over street: 



Thanks so much for your letter of October 27th. 
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Imam see where you folks have really been 
busy and your letter, as usual, was most interesting. 

I do hope that Dr. Over street and you do 
not extend yourselves too much and you can look forward 
to a good rest when you get back home in California. 

With eve ry good wish, 

Sincerely yours. 



L». B. Nichols 
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BONARO W. OVERSTREET 

R. F. D. 2 
BENNINGTON, VERMONT 

October 22, 1953 



CU. 






Mr. Louis Nichols 

FBI 

9th and Pennsylvania 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Nichols, 
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We find that schedules have become too - 
complicated for us to wedge in our hoped for visit to 
Washington late this month — so we won't be there again, 
probably, until April, The adult education conference for 
which we will be In New *ork the early part of next week, 
plus the necessity of reading proof on our new book and 
returning it to our publisher before we get lost In our 
Alabama work, will take all our time until lectures begin 
In the South, 



We will -keep 
to time, if we may, and will 
again in April . By that time 
experience at the community 1 
occasion in numerous places, 
to talk out the new slants we 
citizen relationships as we f 
if our country is to enjoy a 
and intention. 



in touch with you from time ----- 
look forward to seeing you 
we will have rounded out our 
evel and will also have had 
and with numerous audiences, 
f ve been getting on government- 
eel these must be understood 
sound solidarity of confidence 



As a matter of fact, we haVe already had 
three intensely interesting experiences in Michigan that we 
wish we might have had a chance to discuss with you. At the 
Merrill-Palmer School in Detroit we were invited to tell our 
experiences of the past year and a half to the faculty group; 
in Flint we had an opportunity to talk on "The Mind's Health in 
an Age of Conspiracy" to a public audience of some six or s even 
hundred; and at Western Michigan College, in Kalamazoo, we dis- 
cussed the same topic with five or six hundred students and 
faculty members* In each case, we tried quite simply — and 
from a psychological angle — to pass along what we've been 
learning ourselves this past year (this past five months really) 
about the problems and processes of an age like this; and in each 
case, I think, we left some feeling of reassurance v about the 
quality of governmental intentions and operations: not showing 
them as perfect, certainly, but at least speaking up for their 
necessity and for what we have come to believe Is their basic 
integrity in most instances. 



We think ybtt fapuljt have., enjoyed ^ 
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the honest frankness with which many individuals who have hitherto 
been almost automatically against all investigations admitted 
their bias after we had tried to present the compile actions of the 
situation and said that they could see that they had not been 
giving Congressional committees any fair judgment -- and that 
they therefore had not earned their right to pass upon methods. 
These are individuals whose great concern for civil liberties has 
made them overlook the threat of communism to those liberties '*»- 
and I think we've been close enough to their point of view at many 
times to speak to them a language they will receive and understand, 
Anyway we're on the job! 

Should you have any occasion to be writing us about 
anything, we can be reached until Nov, 20th through the Extension 
Division of the University of Alabama (Box 2787, University of 
Alabama, University, Alabama )> After that, we won ! t have any 
fixed address until mid-December when we reach our home in Mill 
Valley: 46 Helen's Lane, Mill Valley, California* 



us, 



Good luck to you, and warm greetings from both of 



Cordially 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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Director, FBI ATTSHTIOH : DATE . . 

ASSlSTAU? TO THB,~&IRBCT 0R NICHOLS 
SAC s Phoenix (100-0) \ ■ ->■' 



1Z/1M/5: 



SUBJECT.- dr. HARRy"0V5«S5JR3S^S" ; \ 

DR. BOHARQ WILKISSOST'OVBaSTRBSP, wa, . 

Mrs. Harry A.^Overstrost; \ 
SM - n * 

INFCHMAflON GONGERNIHG 

On Daoeraber 9, 3 953, 3r« and Mrs. HARft"ST A. OV.SRSTREBT 
voluntarily same to the Tucson Resident Agency, at which 
tire© they briefly explained the nattir® of 'eha^gss against 
them as alleged "by th9 MORGAN MO DERMOTT AMERICAN LEGION 
POST of Tucson, Arizona. 

"Or. and Mrs. OVERSTRE^T art* presently in luoson to attend 
a family life confa^enca which is being sponsored by the 
Pima County Association for Mental Health, tha Tucson Goiik 
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of Chupchas, and Tu&son Ministerial Association* The 0V£B- 

STRISflTS wore featured speakers of the coxifarene© which Sool"; 

placed en December 8 and 9* 1953* 



^he OVERSTREFTS advised that in May, 1953* thay ware in 
contact with aganta of the San Francisco Division, and 
in tha nam© month they wers afforded a cor.ferano© with 



et 



the SOG* iThay 



Assistanb to the Director Nichols „..« ~^ -..«.„ ™^ y 
expressed their great appreciation of fehe nan* ccuirfces 
ertsnded them by the FBlo ?hey also .famished Phoenix 

with brief resume of the!*? efforts to present the* 
before the American psiblie© 



can a 
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Transmittal herewith are clippings from tbs Tucson Dsilf 
Str.,r and Susson Daily Cstizsn, uhieli relate io hc0^ det/v'-. 

tho nature of the chb;a^ hurled at the Ol-'S^rHB^S by tl^ 
^meri^im Legion it? £usson* fiieas eha^jes wer^r* c^r.ie'd by .- 
the 07i5RnTHSETS both ix? q>@n discission ant-, en a ^peeial 
television T?;.'*n^ i aic.» ' #*|$** 



Canolom^s > : ;) 





■ SEt32/< 

RECOROeU - 24 

lH0EX t .0-24 



,^ r 







«W 4 TO 



J^ 



£* 




r 



An Open Letter 



* 



Tfte following letter is reproduced /> fuff for ffce Worm erf /on of ffte pi/fetfc. 
/fs publication at this time is prompted by the desire to inform the public of the 
position of the Morgan McDermott Post No. 7 of the American Legion relative to the 
employment of Harry Allen Overstreet as the principal speaker at the Family Life Con- 
ference sponsored by the Pima County Association for Menfaf Health scheduled for 
December 8th and 9th, 7953. 

July 14, 1953 
Mrs. Mary Jeffries 
Executive Secretary * 
Mental Health Board 
2825 E. 9th Street 
Tucson, Arizona 

Dear Mrs. Jeffries; 

In response to your requests that the Americanism Committee of Morgan McI)ermott 
Post No. 7 of the American legion again make a written statement of what you choose 
to call the "charges against Dr. Overstreet," the following statement, approved by the 
Executive Committee of this Post, is made. 

t 
In 1951 when you, as Director 1 ©! the Sunday Evening Forum, announced your 
intention of again bringing Harry Allen Overstreet to Tucson under the joint spon- 
„ sorship of the Sunday Evening Forum and the Council of Social Agencies, we pre- 
sented to you and to the members of the Sunday Evening Forum Board what infor- 
mation had been furnished us by various agencies engaged in research on Communist 
activity in the United States, relating to Overstreet's record of association with numer- 
ous Communist front organizations. This was presented to you and the members of 
the Forum Board in written form, as well as being summarized verbally at a meeting 
between your Forum Board and the representatives of the Americanism Committee, 
Mr. Joe Young, a' member of your Forum Board, was then the president of the Council 
of Social Agencies. He was present at the meeting above referred to, and through 
you received a copy of the material furnished you* We offered to send representatives 
to a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Council of Social Agencies, but that 
body did not avail themselves of the offer* Mr. Young notified us officially of the 
decision of that agency to sponsor Overstreet in spite of the information they had 
received. Vou, as Forum Director, apparently, reached the same decision since you 
caused Overstreet to appear on the Forum program. We were later informed that 
the Council of Social Agencies reversed their decision to join in the sponsorship. 

The Americanism Committee of this post was recently informed that the Mental 
Hygiene Board, of which Mr. Joe Young is president and you are Executive Secretary, 
has proposed to the Pima County FTA Council that the PTA sponsor Overstreet's 
appearance for what is termed a "Wor&shop" to be held in Tucson In December of 
this year, 

Upon receipt of this information, the Americanism Committee made available, 
to the PTA officials, the material, previously furnished you, believing that such an 
organization, closely connected with our public schools would not want to sponsor 
any individual who has had numerous associations with Communist front activities. 
We have no information as to whether the PTA has decided the question of the pro- 
posed sponsorship. 

Please bear In mind that the ; members of this post do not question Mr. Over* 
street's right to make public appearances or to speak on. any question or present any 
point of view. Our policy is only to make available to the sponsoring group, or to his 
audience . if the need arises, the background and the frame of reference from which 
he speaks. We reserve our right to show his associations and his printed statements, 
as part of that background and frame of reference. In the exercise of our right of 
t free speech, we are so criticizing him. If Overstreet was simply careless in the matter 
^ J of the organizations with which he has been connected, we then do not consider him 
a good choice as advisor or consultant to a "workshop 1 * concerned with mental hy- 
giene* Surely men as capable and learned and much more discriminating in their 
pU$ of affiliations can be found to channel the thinking and influence the ^iicjjes 
v^fe^groiiR jso closely related to the public school' system. 
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According to governmentaJ and private agencies, which are the sources of our 
information, Mr. Overstreet has been connected with, as either a member, sponsor, 
contributor, or supporter, the hereinafter listed organizations, which have been cited 
as communist fronts, or as communist inspired and dominated, by one or more of 
these official governmental agencies:/. The Attorney General of tjje United States, ^he 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, "the Special Committee on 'tin*' 
American Activities, the California Senate Committee on Un-American Activities, the 
Massachusetts Honse Committee on Un-American Activities, the Special Sub-Committee 
of the House Committee on Appropriations, the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Counsel, 
and the New York City Council Committee. 

"American Committee fotf Democracy and Intellectual Freedom" 
, "American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born." 

"American Committee to Save Refugees." 

"American Friends of Spanish Democracy." 

"Consumer's Union*" 

"Descendants of the American Revolution.*' 

"Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade." 

"National Federation for Constitutional Liberties." 

"Schappes Defense Committee*" 
. "Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign." . 

"Committee to Save Spain and China." 

"North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy." 

"Citizen* Committee for Better Education." 



copies to: 
Mr. Joe M. Young 
Dr. John Mclnnes 
Dr. O, A; Simley 
Rev. Clovis B. Snider 
Mr. Harry Holland 
Mrs. Margaret Robinson 
Mrs. Russell Hearn 



The foregoing letter was distributed as 
indicated thereon, the distributees being 
members of the Board of Pima County 
Association for Mental Health as named 
by the Executive Secretary of the Asso- 
ciation with the sole exception of Mrs, 
Hearn, who was the President of fhe 
P.7.A., which organization subsequently* 
did not join in sponsoring Mr, Overstreet 



Sincerely, 

Morgan McDermott Post No. 7 
The American Legion 
By: Richard B, Evans 
Post Commander 
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By Crowds After Hot Dispute 

*£>r. and Mrs. Harry, A. ters&reet, targets of the Morgan McDer- 
mott American Legion posTg advertisement Monday in Tucson's two 
daily newspapers, drew large crowds in their regularly scheduled 
appearances in a family life conference yesterday. 

A capacity crowd attended their first workshop session of the epn- ' 
ference a the YWCA yesterday - - -- ----"—^— j 

afternoom 



Another 300 people heard them 
in a session on what became an 
ironic subject "Creative Handling 
of Conflict" at the First Methodist 
church last night. 

At noon yesterday they met 
with three members of the Legion 
post in the Old Pueblo club. 
Meet With Legionnaires . 

They discussed the Legion 
post's charges that their alleged 
connections ■ with "Communist 
front organizations" made them 
unsuitable to lead the family life 
conference. 

. Then, again last night, they 
faced the Legion • leaders on the . 
Tucson Press club's "Press Con- 
ference" show on KVOA-TV. | 

In Monday's advertisement the 
Legion said, "If Overstreet was 
simply careless in the matter of 
the organizations with which he 
has been connected, we then do 
not consider him a good choice 
as advisor or consultant to a 
'workshop' concerned with mental 
hygiene." 

The Overstreets, in reply to the 
Legion's advertisement, said they 
were not, never had been and did 
not intend to become Communists. 

They said they had never know- 
ingly joined or donated to or lent 
their names to any Communist 
front groups^and that they had 
done "all they had been advised 
to do by the House un-American 
committee to clear their names 
of any Communist - connection 
charges. 

During the television show 
Thomas Chambers, Legion repre- : 
sentative, was asked what the 
Overstreets could do to clear their 
names In the eyes of the Legion ' 

pOSt, %,*7 *£,& 

Chambers said he did not know. ► 
The Overstreets will appear in ' 
a second workshop session at the 
YWCA again today at 2 p.m. and 
at an 8 p.m. public meeting at the 
First Methodist church tonight. 

Thfeir subject ton*ignt f is "Psy- 
chology and Our Spiritual Values." I 
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^Weiltf egts Deny Legion's Red Accusatien 



Denial of Communist sympa- 
thies and affiliation was made to- 
day by &•, , gnq, jaa&jjjgxA- 

Overstreet , noted authorities on 
human relations and principal 
speakers at the family life con- 
ference being held here today and 
tomorrow. 

The conference, meeting at the 
yWCA and First Methodist 
church, is sponsored by the. Pima 
County Association for Mental 
Health, the Tucson Council of 
Churches and the Tucson Minis- 
terial association. 

Charges of front organization 



Overstreets On TV 

Dr. arid Mrs. Overstreet will 
meet a spokesman for the Amer- 
ican Legion in a discussion on 
the "Press Conference" televi-. 
si on show at 10 p. m. today over 
KVOA-TV. The show is being de- 
layed two hours to permit the 
Overstreets to appear. 



step of asking the house com- 
mittee for an open hearing at 
which we might clarify any 
• residual doubts about our 
loyalty and have been told 
that no such bearing has been 
deemed necessary. 
"4 — It has been known to the local 
Legion post for the past sev- 
eral months that we were thus 
engaged in going through all 
necessary processes to clear 
our names in Washington." 
The Overstreets yesterday, 
through Mrs. Jeffries, executive 
secretary of the- mental health as- 
sociation, sought a meeting with 
Evans to clarify "the letter." 

Evans then said he was "too 
busy/' but would try to see them 
later and a luncheon meeting was 
arranged for noon today at the 



Old Pueblo club, 119 S. Stone ave. 

Attending the iuncheon Were 
the Overstreets, Mrs. Jeffries, , 
Evans, and Arthur Pack. \ 

DR. AND MRS. Overstreet |a1d 
they had permitted their names ip;; 
be used as sponsors of, made oo-j 
nations to, or accepted member-^ 
ships' in active, nonpolicymaking* 
capacities in all except thre&*^&* 
the groups cited by the Legitm^ 

"But we were unaware of any, 
Communist tendencies on the part 
of these organizations/* Overstreet 
said. "And we feel that in all our^ 
public/ work, both written «jui? 
spoken in behalf of ways of jfe# 
that are so deeply incompa™L& 
with communism that our .|S. 
tion with reference to AmerJ^fe 
principlei ^sjpjd, . r |(|e ; gls has t^itfe, 



stat'erf-fe 



affiliation were made against the 
Overstreets in an advertisement 
published m the Tucson newspa- 
pers yesterday by the Morgan 
McDermott American Legion post 
No, 7. 

IN REPLY to the "open letter" 
signed by Richard Evans, post 
commander and local attorney, 
the Overstreets said: 

"We want to go on record to . 
this effect: 

"1 — Neither oi us has ever been a 
Communist, a Communist 
sympathizer, or a fellow trav- 
eler; and we have never sup- 
ported or given comfort to an t 
organization that we knew to 
be promoting Communist 
ends. 
"2 — We have both made sworn 
statements to this effect— and 
have submitted these, to- 
t gether. with clarifying details 
about all our so-called 'affili- 
[ ations' with front organiza- 

* tions, to the house committee 

* on un-American activities in 
Washingtonr ■• "■' > 

"3— We have further takett the 
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rHic Region and* the Overstreets * 
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Dr. g 1 a ryx^..Q3£firstr r eet 1 and Dr. Boftaro Wilkinson 
.fiYJBtS fr*? 6 *- h* s w ^ e > are * n Tucson addressing the family 
life conference at the YWC A and the First Methodist 
Church. The conference is sponsored by the Pima Coun- 
ty Association for Mental Health, the Tucson Council 
of Churches and the Tucson Ministerial Association. The 
Overs treets are speaking on subjects in the field of hu- 
man relations, topics on which their background quali- 
fies them as expert. ^ ^ * A 

The Morgan McDermott Post, American Legion, pub- 
lished a letter in the Tucson newspapers in which the 
Legion attacks the background of the Overstreets on the 
basis of their past connections with 13 different organi- 
zations which the Legion lists as either Communist fronts 
or Communist inspired and dominated. 

In this instance the Star believes the Legion is wast- 
ing its ammunition on completely "dead" pigeons. 

The Overstreets make no secret of the fact that they, 
like many others 20 years ago, were asked for contri- 
butions, support and sometimes membership by the 
organizations listed. But their connection with these or- 
ganizations, as a letter from the current Un-American 
Activities committee testifies, was similar to that of many 
another patriotic American, the connections having been 
mainly in the thirties, and' never at a policy making level. 

In fact, the letter from Congressman Velde's com- 
mittee says that Dr. Harry Overstreet is not a Commu- 
nist, a pro-Communist or fellow traveler. In addition, 
there is no record of any connection of Dr. Bonaro Over- 
street with any of the organizations mentioned other 
than that she is Dr. Harry Overstreet's wife.^ 

The Overstreets, on the basis of their training and 
background, are particularly competent in the field in 
which they "are working and speaking. For that reason 
they were brought before the conference which is being 
held here. There is nothing in tjieir record which disquali- 
fies them for this task. 



WILLIAM R. MATHEWS, Editor 
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In addition, they have given sworn statements to the ; 
.Un^merican Activities committee that they afe^not 
Communists and have never been Communists. The Le- 
gion had access to this fact and it is a bit difficult to 
understand why, in the face of the record, it still used 
material which it had used in 1951 and which has since 
that time been refuted, according to the Velde commit- 
tee's own letter. 

The Star has a long record of opposition to Commu- 
nism and all it stands for. The Star has fought consist- 
ently to' make Communists -and fellow travelers appear 
. ! under their own colors and not be permitted to hide 
behind the label of "liberal." 

But we do not believe that the American people are 
so juvenile or the American way of life and government 
so weak, that we must be continually protected from our- 
selves. Certainly a conference set up by the sponsors of 
this Tucson meeting is one at which the audience is go- 
ing to be adult. Certainly adults, once they know the true 
background of a speaker, can be trusted to use their own 
judgment as to the weight they wish to give that speak- 
er's words. ^ ■ 

In the case of the Overstreets the Legion has used 
its very real prestige in a manner which seems a waste 
of that prestige. With so many real dangers abroad to- 
day it is important that organizational strength, such as 
that of the Legion, should not be wasted. ■ 

When the real Communist or fellow traveler seeks to 
appear under the banner of "liberal," then is the time 
for the Legion to perform the public service of stripping 
away false colors. But the American people and the 
American government can stand controversy. In fact, 
our nation has thrived on it. Whenever we must permit 
only intellectual soothing syrup to be dished out from 
our lecture platforms, then we have become too weak as 
a nation to survive. ~* ^ j- 
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ALL INFORMATION COMTAI^f) 



Santa Monica, California 
December 11th 



Mr. Louis B. Nichols 

FBI 

Ifftshington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Nichols, 
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We scarcely know whether to call this a progress 
report or a retrogression report; but it is probably one or the 
other. We will write you more of the details when we are back 
in Mill Valley -- as we will be by noon of the 15th --.but in 
the meanwhile we want you to know, in skimpy terms at least, 
what happened in Tucson; for, either for better or worse, it was 
quite an experience » 

Ever since last July we have been trying to 
straighten out the problem there of the Legion 1 s objections to 
us. To this end, we sent word in mid -July to two different 
members of the Americanism Committee of the Post about the steps 
we were taking to try to clear up our "listing" with the House 
Un-American Activities Committee and also put at the disposal 
of the Legion, through our local sponsor- (the Mental Health 
Association) v a report on" our testimony before the Seriate Internal 
Security Committee and a copy of our final letter from Mr. Velde. 
It was something of a shock', therefore, when we reached town on 
the 7th -- the day before our lecture — to discover that the 
Legion had reprinted in both local newspapers (as a paid advertise 
ment, since the papers would not voluntarily carry it) a copyLof 
the original letter of protest they had sent in July to Mrs, Mary 
Jeffries of the Mental Health Association — and had reprinted 
it with no indication whatever that, we , in the meantime, had done 
anything to try to straighten matters out. After that several 
things happened* We went ahead with our institute program, of /.% 
course, as though nothing had happened. But we also made our l ; 
own statement of the course we have followed through the news- 
papers; sat on a TV program on which four reporters directed 
questions to us and to the Legion Commander and the head of their 
Executive Committee; and finally, as an extra after our final 
evening lecture, told our whole audience as much as we could in 
the available time about the events of the past fifteen months — 
reading as much as time allowed from various letters written to 
the Legion as well as from our sworn testimony /to the House 
Committee, Mr. Johnson's letter to us , and Mr . Vel.de f s letter. 

Also, when we felt that .we needed to breathe 
for a while in an atmosphere of detached rationality and courtesy, 
we called on the local division of the* FBI — chiefly to tell tham 
what we had done and. that we intexlded to hold the extra "report 
to the public session" after our, evening lecture. As ai^ay-®^ 
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we found the atmosphere of the office exactly what we wanteds 
strangely reassuring in its calm impersonality that is yet somehow 
a warm rather than a cold impersonality. (You will , I suspect, 
receive a memo on our call, as they said they'd probably let you 
know we had dropped in, ) 

Frankly, we don't know any further reasonable approach}, 
that we can make to this particular group of "objectors* 11 When 
the question of what we could do to straighten out our problem with 
them was put to the Head of their Executive Committee, Mr, Thomas 
Chambers, by one of the reporters on the TV program, Mr, Chambers 
said he did not know — and under further questioning, practically 
said that nothing we could do would make any difference to their 
rating of us, Mr, Evans, the Commarider, tried to make suggestions 
of reports we might make to them, et cetera — but actually what 
it came to was that they would be more stringent in their demands 
than the federal committees are — and I*.a afraid we draw the line 
at even tacitly granting to any local voluntary group such high 
authority. 

The newspapers and, we feel, the community at- large 
were generous and understanding in their response to us — and 
the chances are that the Legion lost more than it gained by its 
recalcitrance ; but this doesn't help much toward our long range 
aim of resolving the problem in a manner satisfactory to everyone. 
Too bad I 

It was good to receive your last note, while we were 
in Alabama, Our Pall of work has been a wonderfully happy one; 
but now we are looking forward to a family Christmas and a few 
months of quiet. 

Cordially, as always, 
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BONARQ W. OVERSTREET 

AG HELEN'S LANE 

MILL VALLEY. CALIFORNIA 




December 19 » 1953 
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Dear Mr* Nichols, 



Here"-- just to keep the record straight 
and more or less complete- «- are copies of two letters that 
are going out today* Obviously' we don't expect you, to. do 



anything more with these items' we send than lool 
stow thegi away: they dpnjjt^call for* .answers* 



at them and 



We hope we weren't, stupid about the lecture 
at Dr. Pritchman's church* Victoij/^asky 1 s dismayed — and 
dismaying— statement, made v/lth firm conclusiveness, was 
that Dr* Pritchman is a !t notorIous Red agent» u Our own 
limited knowledge, our doubts, our course of action, and our 
reasons for it are all covered, I guess, in our answer to I'Ir» 



La sky* 



It's still hard for us to think of individuals who 



are known to be ' n notorious Red agents" as uninterruptedly at 
large; and In an atmosphere where the term Communist is as 
undiscriminatingly thrown at people as It is hereabouts, It 
is hard to know v/hat weight to give to random charges that 
one hears ♦ Mr. Las ley clearly feels from the shocked tone of 
his comment that we ought not to have permitted ourselves to 
appear as speakers on the Los Angeles Unitarian forum* Our 
own mixed feelings — and our sense of responsibility toward 
ideas and audiences -- we think you will understand. 



Sincerely 




Ikmaro Wr^Over street 
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li«Ielen*s Lane 

mHB. Valley, California 

December 19, 19 5' 3 



Editor of TIME 
Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your report, : in. your issue of December -21st, on 
the recent experiences of my wife and myself in Tucson, Arizona* We 
do feel we were able to carry through our work .there unsinged by the 
flames of the "burning deck 11 and reassuringly warmed by the support 
of press and public. 

For the sake of complete accuracy , however, .may I comment' on 
a couple of Items In your report? ■ 

Out of F - fairness to Mr* Veldts and his Committee, we are trying 
to- keep straight the fact that we were not, In any legal sense,. "cleared" 
by his letter to us. The Committee, as we understand it. from members 
of the staff j is not sot up with any authority to give anyone a 
technically definitive "clearance." What we had from^ Mr. Velde — and' 
put into the hands of the press in Tucson, and read aloud to our 
audience --was a letter to f;he effect that a sworn affidavit we had 
voluntarily provided, because we wanted to straighten" out once for all 
any ambiguities about certain tenuous ff af filiations " of years past, was 
acceptable to the Committee as a "clarification, and completion of the 
record." This, it appears, is as close to a clearance as the set-iip 
provides. 

Again, to say that we personally received a citation from the 
California American Legion for our anti-Communist activities rather 
overstates the casei The citation was given to a radio series, arranged 
by KHBC San Francisco, on which I contributed, on July II, 195>2, the 
final program. Ttius I was included within the citation — but it was 
not to me personally. 

And perhaps I ought to hang my head a little and make yet one 
more qualifying remark: some of my vague "affiliations" with groups, 
whose Communist tie-up or Communist leanings I- learned about later 
were scattered here and t>ere through the 19lj0sj not all were as long 
ago, as the 1930s. 

My y/ife, by the way -- as Mr. Velde has reported to us -- has 
never been listed by the Committee at all; and I do not think that any 
member of the Legion in Tucson claimed that she had been. Her "crime" 
is that of associating, with mei 



Sincerely, 
"^ # - : VW H.KDyersitreet 
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kqpRelen f s Lane 

Mil Valley,' California 

December 18, 1953 



Dear Victor Lasky, , -. ,■ • , 

Thank you very warmly for the promptness .of your 
letter -- and for the enclosures it contained, one of which is 
hereby returned* Good luck with' your '"book*. 

We wish we- could share your feeling that all that 
took place in Tucson was an attack upon us n by well-meaning people, 
who apparently didn't knot/ all the -facts •"' We both, ' I think, have 
been tenaciously willing throughout the past two years to put that 
interpretation upon most of the 'attacks leveled 1 against us*- In this 
case, however, we encountered an entirely different -sort of thing: 
the witholding of known facts from the public; or, where they could 
not be witheld, the deliberate branding of them as irrelevant. It' 
would be silly for any one of us to pretend that the ant i~ Communist 
cause is not burdened with its share of ''problem personalities" — 
and we ! d say that in Tucson we encountered, in positions of influence 
within the Legion, a prise example- or two*- Notice that we don't make 
this statement apply to all the Legion' members or even .to anything 
approximating a majority* We'd say with- -strong- conviction that most 
of the members were either uninformed or did not attach, early enough, 
enough importance to the situation, into which they were being 
negotiated — and within which they subsequently found themselves 
embarrassingly trapped, all of them having to take the brunt of public 
amusement, and a rough overhauling by the press > because -.of what a 
very few had contrived* ■ * 

The theory of well-meaning ignorance breaks down 
in this instance on the fact that Mr. Lewis Mills,' Chairman of the 
Americanism Committee, has been generously and patiently working on 
the problem ever since last July, cooperating warmly with Mrs. 
Jeffries and having access to all. facts: facts that he took time and 
trouble to make well known' in turn to other key figures \irithin the 
Post* He , unfortunately, was in the hospital when we were there and 
unable to make his sane influence felt. We have just learned that 
he has written a strong letter of protest about the whole thing to 
Commander Evans and has threatened to .resign his post on account of 
what took place. We hope he will not resign. He represents at a 
fine level the best that the Legion stands for and his influence 
is needed. As we said in our letter to Mr* Q'Neii, the vote in the 
Americanism Committee (even with 'Mr* Mills sib sent, and his influence 
therefore not brought to bear in a. moment of* trumped-up crisis) was 
ten for referring the case to the Executive -Committee, .'eight against, 
and six not voting. While an effort, was made on the JV show to leave 
the public with the impression that all the .key votes were unanimous, 
these figures tell a different story. 
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Another^Jart of the same story is-.jjpd In the fact that 
after our final institute session, ' on the second evening we were 
there, one distinguished member of the Legion -- distinguished within 
the community at large ---"sent up to Mrs. Jeffries, to be read to 
the audience, his personal apology to us for what had happened* 

We're not trying to prove anything about the righteousness 
of our own cause i That cause has to stand on its own merits — and 
we will, ehenever occasion requires, do what we did in Tucson; namely, 
go directly to press and public with our documents in hand, including 
our Sworn statement to the House Committee, and let them hear or read 
them. We have confidence enough in both press and public to stand 
by the judgment they then make upon us* '.What bothers us . deeply in 
Tucson is something else altogether • — and it is here, we believe, 
that Mr • ! Neil has a great work,' to do* The significant cleavage 
there is not between. us and the Legion. In a sense, that. is of little 
importance.. We may run into similar,, trouble, each time, we go to, speak 
there; but if we are invited by groups -we have learned' deeply to care 
about, we will go and handle t-he trouble as it comes along. The 
cleavages that are serious -- and that do not date from this incident - 
are between the Legion and the Tucson public-, because of ufar too many 
past instances in which free and independent organisations have felt 
that one element within the Legion was-, trying to exert a dictatorship 
over their programs -- while disclaiming andy such action; and within 
the Legion itself, deeply split along lines of both personality and 
policy. It is there that the work of healing is to be done --and 
it has to be done in depth. This task of healing is what Mr # 
O f Neil has cut out for him — and. we hopefully believe that he is 
well equal to iti 



Now for the- Frit chman. business. You speak of, him decisively 
as a. "Red agent. " We have/not had information on which to base any 
such judgment -- but we know that you must have or you would not thus • 
catagorize him. We have heard him called- a Communist "-- but as we 
have also heard ourselves called Communists, as well as well-nigh 
countless numbers of other people to whom the term does not apply, 
we would not have thought the attaching of this label a sufficient 
reason to cancel a lecture at his Church. We h&ve known that he 
advocated standing on the Fifth Amendment «^r ; that he. did advocate 
it several years ago, on the only occasion A we met him. before last 
Friday evening.- -We have ourselves strongly re jected any such policy* 
We -feel 'that the open answering of open questions is the way of the 
mind's integrity. Also, however, we know that many .fine people, 
several years ago, were sufficiently worried and confused by the 
methods of Congressional investigation to disagree with, us on this 
matter without, being Cornmunists. Again, therefore, when we found 
that our agent had, in the normal course of events, responded to 
a recmest from Dr. Fritcbman's church -- one among many churches 
and Jewish' temples at which we have spoken — we were mildly regretful, 
doubting that he and we would be talking the same- language of method, 
but we- were certainly in no position to denounce him and cancel the 
lecture ♦ - . : 
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Besides, there l s another value involved here . — ■ and one 
that is deeply important to us. We belong, for better or worse, but 
with strong conviction, to two different traditions -- our religious 
tradition and the tradition of teaching. Neither -af these /has ever 
held that the only people to whom one should speak, "the truth as he' 
sees it are the already "saved*". ' '.Dri Frit oilman is one individual* 
But what of the five or six hundred people in a '.position to be 
regularly influenced by him? Should we simply have said that, having 
cone under his influence, they should "be left to stew in their own 
juice ?" We were, frankly, aware enough of the fact- that he and we 
would, so far as investigations were concerned, be of different schools 
of thougb^Tto do a good deal of talking between, ourselves about the 
best way to handle the engagement. Some months ago., for example, we 
wrote to the forum chairman suggesting as our, topic, fox* the evening, 
-"The Mind 1 s Health in an Age of Conspiracy* " He wrote back perfectly 
reasonably that while he was. sure . that topic would.be interesting to 
the group they had already, by\uhanimotis decision of their forum 
committee, selected and publicised a strictly psychological topic from 
the list sent them by our agent: "Exploring the Motives of Men*" He 
felt that since there had been this wish to have us present a basic 
psychological lecture, a. change would leave their program for the 
season unsupplied xvith a lecture he felt the audience wanted* 

So \7e, knowing that- any psychological topic dealing with 
human personality and behavior leaves ample room for distinguishing 
between democratic and totalitarian values,' simply went ahead as we 
■would with any other lecture. We did not. expect to find ourselves 
in an altogether congenial atmosphere so far as the leadership was 
concerned -- although we would stress again the fact that we have not 
had at our disposal evidence of Dr ..' Fritchman's .being a "Red agent," 
but only of his disagreeing with us about investigations and the way 
to respond to them. We met an audience of, rioughly, six hundred 
people. We did, I think, a s.olid job 'In our own field of e:xpertness — 
and had a reasonably cordial response* _ 

Then, however, came the part of the evening when we began 
to realize how remote our thinking was from that of a considerable 
portion of the audience: namely, the question period* Of the questions 
■written out and handed up to us an overwhelming number sounded as 
though they had come from, residual exponents of ilate nineteenth century 
Socialism: the anti-capitalistic platitudes wore- beards as hoary as 
do the oak trees in the deep South. They differed from questions that 
would have been asked in my early' childhood only in the mild regard 
they paid to our psychological subject: that is to say, they took 
the' tone of doubting that sound personality or sound human relationships 
could develop under the capitalistic system. Well, these questions, 
needless to say, gave us an opportunity that our topic had scarcely 
given us — and I think you will be interested in the fact that the 
only outburst of spontaneous applause in the course ' of the evening 
came in response to Harry's strong defense of capitalism and his 
analysis of the difference between .-capitalism as it now operates in 
fact and the conception of it held., by, .many Europeans and encouraged 
.among those Europeans by Communists. At the end of the evening, moreover 
a whole drove of the younger . audience members gathered on the platform 
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and asked not b.o^pie but interested questioJL that let us probe *> * 
further this line~of thought* ^W 

Ihere does this sprt of experience leave us? Frankly, we 
don*t know* Robert Frost once profoundly observed that most of the 
conflicts in life are not between good and evil but betv/een. con- 
flicting goods -- and we would say that a lecture engagement of this 
sort well illustrates his point. One ■"good" might hafoe been served 
if we had had far more evidence than he did have about Dr* Fritchman's 
beliefs and if we had in consequence stated that we did not. care to 
spoak under such auspices* We did not have any evidence of a sort 
that would have justified our taking such a stand* And besides 
there is that other competing -"good" — the good of bringing to an 
audience of several hundred people points of view not those they 
customarily hear*^ As chronic teachers -- "missionaries, n if ' you will — 
this latter u good Tt is tremendously important to .us. 

I go into more detail than is r eally' necessary about this 
1 because v/e trust your sincere' concern for our reputations and we 

know that there may be a point beyond which we may prove to be difficult 
u sinnersi !t Our deepest impulse when we have a conviction is to spread - 
it abroad through the legitimate channels of our work — and that means 
to us, in a profound sense, that we must run certain risks where our 
reputations are concerned. There is not, we would guess, the slightest 
chance (or danger, if you will) of our e ver again being invited to 
the Pritchman church after the things we said there the . other night* 
That is to say, if he is indeed a "Red agent" or even strongly slanted 
toward Communism, we will never be invited agairi* But we cannot say 
that we will turn down chances to talk to audiences that we have 
reason to think have been unduly influenced by pro -Communists or 
even by confused liberals — if such chances come* One of the prices 
a person has to pay for having beliefs that, he wants to convert into 
widespread beliefs is that of being* seen sometimes in the company 
of "publicans and sinners." He cannot- merely enjoy the luxury of 
companioning with those who- already agree with him, who have never 
boon influenced toward. an opposite .view, and who therefore make him 
feel fine and comfortable about what, he says* It's our "missionary" 
heritage, darn it* J Having become convinced of a few elemental 
facts — that Communism is the prime danger to the human future; that 
congressional investigations are absolutely, HHgteEgasaagy essential; 
that any attacks upon them must be in the nature of reasonable efforts ^ 
to reform specific methods and not' in the nature- of blanket efforts 
to condemn them; that all our psychological ^insights into human nature 
and its needs stand as irrefutable .arguments for democracy — we will 
, be "preaching" our doctrine (as, alas, all missionaries insistently 

do) to all the audiences offered to. us.. Does. .not this course seem to . 
you yourself the only one that does justice, to^the democratic imperative Y 

.Thanks again for your letter* I'm sorry- to have had to in- 
flict so interminable -- and possibly confused — ; and answer. But it T s 
'• not intended as an^krgument Hgainst anything ydu said — .merely as an 
effort to think with you when three- 'thousand "miles Jagt ffi gg ra , intervene* 
Do have a good holiday season -- both, of you# 



( 



Bonaro'W* Overstreet 
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Mr. and Mrs* QVERSEtEET called at the San Francisco Office 
on 1/1^54.* to express their appreciation of the fine manner in which \l\A^&Sk 
they had been treated by representatives of the FBI, both in San Francisco ^ff\ 
and in Washington, D.C., when they talked to Mr. LOUIS B. NICHOLS. At 
this time the OVHtSTREETs indicated the possibility of their writing a 
book, at an indefinite future date, concerning their experiences in being 
labeled Communists, and their experience in rectifying such a wrong. It 
was indicated that the theme of their book would be "rediscovery of America*" 
The OVHISTREETs indicated that they would submit their book to Mr. NICHOLS 
at the Bureau for approval before publication in accordance with their dis- 
cussion with him. 

In connection with another investigation on 1/13/54* Mrs. STEPHEN 
KRAMER, 10 Stetson Road, Mill Valley, California, indicated that she had 
received an inquiry from the OVERSTREETs for quotations of statements made 
concerning them, accusing them of disloyalty, at an Episcopal Church gather- 
ing in the Spring of 1953* The OVHISTREETs indicated that they desired the 
information for a publication which they were preparing concerning accusa- 
tions against them in various parts of the United States, and their attempt 
to rectify the injustice. 

The San Francisco Office will take no action on this matter and / 
it is being furnished to the Bureau for information. 
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Dear Mr* Nichols, 

Our warm thanks again for your word to Mr* 
Pennington and your suggestion that we send him the book* 
It will be in his hands by now -- for whatever he may think 
of it* 

Scarcely a day passes, it se&ms, without 
something happening — within our own minds, or in the outside 
world of events — that we wish we could talk over with you* 
Trying to find out how. to invite our friends to, come with us 
into soma of the new areas of our "creative anxiety" is^exciting 
business — and delicate business, too — and tfee^ s^rfe^jf 
business that makes us keep at the job of lear^f"' L ^ 



At least, we do begin to know, by mind and 
heart, what the deep pe rplexities and sincere anxieties are 
that will have to be resolved before liberals, on the one toand^ 
and those concerned with Congressional investigations, on the 
other, can talk cordial and mutually supportive sense to each 
other* And to learn even this much is, perhaps, a good beginning « 

We plan to be in Vtfashington the week of April, 
twelfth — and perhaps also for an interval of a few days in 
late March© So once again we will be asking for a chance to 
come in and tell you whe re we think we are; heading in our next 
major work project — and, again, borrow your insight© We'll 
be leaving here early in March on a long cross-country lecture 
trip that will bring us to Hew York around March 20th, and keep 
us in the East for about a month* In terms of actual lectures 
it won't be a heavy tour this time; and we are expecting to 
combine it with other types of work that are, in fact, the 
real reason for the tour 



/'d-d ■-/'<<>■ 

Mp« Overstreet joins me in warm (/greetings « 



^ 



Sincerely 




$tT 




We dropped in at the San Francisco FBI one day 
recently and had- a chance k po bring Mr* Kelvin (with whom we talked 
last Spring) up to date; on some of our experiences since. then — and 
our consequent explorations and planningso 
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L. B. NICHOLS 1 




Director 
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As a result of a chance meeting with the 
OVERSTREETS on March 4, 1954, at Mill Valley, California, 
they advised they would be in Washington, D. C, for ten 
days following April 12, 1954, during which -period they 
desired to again see Mr* LOUIS Bo NICHOLS. The OVERSTREETS 
indicated they would be residing at the Dodge Hotel and 
that they would possibly phone for an appointment on April 
2, 1954* when they would pass through Washington, D. C. 

The OVERSTREETS indicated they desired to talk 
with Mr. NICHOLS concerning the new book which they are 
preparing in which they would use as a prologue their ex- 
periences in being labeled Communists and their attempts 
to rectify that injustice. 

The OVERSTREETS related that their book, "The 
Mind Alive," which was published by W* W. Norton Company, 
New York City, during the past few months, contains two 
chapters which deal in a small way with Communism* Accord- 
ing to the OVERSTREETS, the theme of the book concerns a 
person T s emotional well-being. The two chapters which re- 
late to Communism in this book are, "The Mind's Health in 
an Age of Conspiracy," in which they describe Communism as 
a major problem in the field of emotional health, and "Coping 
With Conspiracy," in which there is a discussion of the 
various attempts presently -being made to cope with the 
Communist problem. 

The San Francisco Office will take no action 
in this matter, and it is being furnished for the informa- 
tion of the Bureau. 
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HAHEt ALLSI 0¥SRSfBEEf 
Sin Francisco, Calif ornla 

SorarT$0¥ --— - , wlw „ 

Oeyserville, Calif ovta&^lgS^Bi 

t,™«.~ *. Ia r f »P°»f« to your request there are attached 
5??£? «° r# P°f t8 ™£l«**Bg «» investigation conducted 
iSdividualsT* U *** lto * .-Plaining to the captioned 

/*™«**. ^b" been reliably reported that the Bouse 

Conaaittee on Ifa-l»erican Activities has information in its 
il!! Pff^ining to the captioned individuals and a sworn 
affidavit by Dr. Harry A. Overstreet in clarification and 
explanation of this material in the Committee's files. 

■ The foregoing information is furnished to you as 
a result of your request for an FBI file check and is not 
to oe construed as a clearance or a nonclearance of the indi- 
vidual involved, fhis information is furnished for your use 
and should not be disseminated outside of your agency. 

Attachment 

Orig. to USIA 





11-9-^ 
A. Lamb : 



Winierrowd.. 



Note: Paul J. McNichol, Chief, Investi- 
gations Division, United States Information Agency, 
telephonically advised on November 9, 195>4, that he^ 
is in possession of information contained in the 
files of the House Committee on Un-American i } 
Activities pertaining to the .captioned individuals and. of the ^ 
material set out in the sworn aMidavit by Dr. Harry A # Overstreet, 
above mentioned. 

It is noted that on May 26, 1953* Dr« and Mrs* 
Overstreet were afforded an interview by Assistant to the Director 
-L. B. Nichols and that the Overstreet s haye corresponded with 
!Mr # Nichols intermittently from the dat^^-thy^terviej^ ^^he 
last letter from the Overstreets to MrC Ni^tttrr^^te ^k^ec¥e& in 
the file, is dated February 3, 195k^tn #' 

Rt9BP^ W W-NDVJ 19J954 
Informatftoi pertaining to the receipt of instant name 
check requests from uSlirmd this memo inTSBponse tt*e**$to were ~ 
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Dear Mr. Nichols J 
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HEREIN IS UNCLtamc: 





We drove down here today from 
Michigan, for lectures tomorrow, and found 
awaiting us the attached copy of the letter 
which came to our lecture agency from the Dallas 
lawyer* This copy was sent me by Miss Dillon, 
of Waldon Programs, for whom the Miss Tuohy to 
whom the lawyer addresses his letter acts as a 
regional agent. 

I am including, also, just for 
background, a copy of a June 20th letter from 
Mrs. Bell, whose office as program chairman of 
the Guild made her the correspondent. The contract 
is signed by a Mrs. Luther Jordan, Jr., President 
of the Guild. We had one later note from Mrs. 
Bell -- dated August 17th -- stating that she 
had made our hotel reservation, and giving us 
their choice of topic. This' letter ended with 
the sentence, "We are eagerly anticipating this 
splentffifi evening and have had much interest in 
your work expressed H® Between that August date 
and this past Monday afternoon, when Miss Dillon 
phoned us about the lawyer's letter, we had no 
word whatever -- nor did we suppose there was 
any need for additional word. Our schedule was 
set up in terms of our arriving in Dallas in time 
for the lecture — and that was that. So your 
guess is as good as ours about what has' taken 
place in the meantime. But since any normal 
reason for cancellation would immediately and 
courteously be conveyed by QlgLagigglization Itself,! 
we can fairly assume that whateverhas been said 
and done down there has not been calculated to 
us or our reputations 3Q&.good* The fact tha 



EX-125 



OvW 



% 



C*. w 






Ih 



Brown hold 

BROADWAY AT FOURTH AVE. 



Louisville 2, 



Ixentuck 



Y 




they waited so late to open up the question of 
our coming, or to voice an objection, would seem 
further to indicate, shall we say, less than 
amiable intentions. Even if we were inclined 
to fight the cancellation -- which we aren't, in 
legal terms »- we could not possibly do so now 
in time to straighten out the matter before the 
19th. For the days that remain are scheduled 
to the brim, and we could not divert dur energies 
from doing our job to the putting of pressure 
upon a reluctant sponsor. (We wouldn't anyway.) 

It's hard to know what to do in a 
case like this. It differs in two basic respects 
from the situation we met in Tucson. There, our 
sponsor stood valiantly by us — and never thought| 
of doing otherwise; and there we knew the source 
and nature of what was being said about us. Here,| 
since Mrs. Bell has not answered yet the letter 
we wrote after our talk with Miss Dillon on the 
phone, we do not know the sponsor's role in the 
whole thing. Nor do we know from what group the 
opposition to us stems. We could make some 
guesses that might be good guesses -- but they 
also might be wrong. 

As of now, the lecture is cancelled 
with no objection from us. But from here on in, 
we take over In our own way — which can be a 
leisurely way. There's nothing at stake that 
can't wait — so far as we know. Our present plan| 
is to go to Dallas on schedule, on the 19th, so 
that we at least are living up to the exact letter] 
of the contract we signed; and Mrs. Bell will be 
appraised of this fact. Once there, we'll do a 
bit of scouting -- which should be possible , since] 
Has is not an altogether strange city to us* 
* long range terms — next Spring, or next Pall- 
will plan to go there under the auspices of a 
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sponsor who understands the whole situation in 
advance and will stand by regardless of pressure. 
This, we suspect, will not be a too difficult 
arrangement to set up — and it should provide 
an occasion! for objections to be made in the 
open if they are going to be made at all* If 
they are made, it will also provide an occasion, 
like that in Tucson, where we could speak 
directly to the Dallas public; and as you know, 
we're strongly inclined to trust the public. 
The whole thing might be a lot more unpleasant 
than in Tucson, for we very diuch doubt, from what 
we know about them, that the newspapers would 
give us the warm support we had out there. But 
somehow we can't let this sort of anonymous, 
unexplained attack upon us and our work just 
slide into limbo. Or so it seems to us now. 
We wish we could sit down in our two chairs in 
your office and think about it aloud 1 

On Saturday, we head back to Chicago, 
with Ohio and other Illinois points on the way, 
and will reach the Allerton Hotel again on the 
16th. In Dallas on the 19th, and probably a 
couple of days thereafter, our address will be 
the Highlander Hotel. 

Again, apologies of sorts for -thrust in| 
this upon you; and again, please know we are not 
trying to. involve you in any action. But this 
sort of experience is at best a lonely sort of 
one, and disturbing,/ and it helps a lot just to 
know that you know what we're up to. We hope we 
don't do something stupid! 



Cordially, 




R.C. A. RADIO SPEAKER 
IN ^ACH, ROOM 
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Dr. ana MFsT71^yeTstreet^ are elderly people. They are 
probably the foremost authorities on adult education in the United States , 
and are authors of popular books dealing with personal psychology, etc/^j/ 
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Years ago, Dr/ JDverstreet got mixed up with some leftwing 
groups and the Overstreets camp to Washington approximately three years 
ago to do what they could to straighten out the record. The information 
pertaining to them was coming out of the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. They called at the Bureau and I saw them. I told them we 
would be glad to .make a matter of record anything they desired and 
suggested that since the data was corning from the House Committee, they 
go to the House Committee, which they did do and filed affidavits answering 
vafcious allegations. In addition, the Overstreets went to the Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee and Bob Morris used them on a couple of occasions 
as witnesses. They were very effective in testifying against the Communist ' 
aims in education. 

In two recent books they have devoted considerable space to the 
evils of Communism and have spent considerable time going around the 
country telling of their experiences with the investigative process and taking 
strong exception to those who are critical of the investigative process. There 
is no question in my mind but that they have done the Bureau considerable 
good among honest liberal groups. They write to me quite frequently to tell 
of their plans, etc. I, in turn, have been egging them on against the 
^Communists who seek the mantle of the liberal. 

i X \ \ They have had two bad experiences in the last year; one at 




fsbn, Arizona, where the local American Legion filed protests and a 
speaking engagement was cancelled. They subsequently met with the 
American Legion, gave their side of the case and the charges were withdrawn. 



cc: Mr. Boardman 

Mr. Belmont 
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The Over streets have recently been in touch with me 
when an engagement in Dallas, Texas, was cancelled on November 19th, 
without giving any explanation. They went on down to Texas to face 
the issue and I am attaching hereto various communications which I 
have received from them. It appears that some one member of the 
American Legion filed with the committee that was sponsoring their 
appearance the old House Committee charges. The House Committee on 
November 17th got up a memorandum on the United World Federalists 
which set forth the information in theirjiles. Page 24 through page 39 
contains the charges against the Over streets and the Over streets 1 
explanations and statements. 

There is no question in my mind but that if any one was 
ever duped through naievety, it is the Overstreets and I think they are 
doing their utmost in^ffying to redeem themselves. Certainly, in my 
opinion, such actions as that taken down in Dallas cannot help but hurt 
the anti- Communist fight among liberal -.minded people, particularly if 
the Overstreets were of the type (which they are not) of airing their 
treatment. 

In the letter which Mrs. Overstreet wrote yesterday, 
I received, today, she stated they were speaking in a church in Dal 
on Monday night, November 22nd, would go into the cancellation of: 
contract and state their position and then give the lecture they had] 
originally been booked to give. There is not much more they couW 
under thes4 circumstances. 

I am submitting this memorandum in order that therej 
be a record of the complete background of their explanations, tog 
with the correspondence which they have sent to me. 

I have made it clear to the Overstreets we, of course 
could do nothing about the difficulties in Dallas. 
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INFORMATION FROM THE FILES OF THE COMMITTEE OK UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES * 

U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 



DATE: 



November 17, 195U 



PQ£. Honorable^ Harold H . Vejde 



A 1 



SUBJECT: . . United. World. Federalists, .Inc. 



The subject organization has never been cited as subversive by any 
official government agency. The following information from the public records, 
files, and publications of this committee should not be construed as repre- 
senting the results of an investigation by, or findings of, the committee. It 
should be noted that individuals mentioned herein are not necessarily Communists, 
Communist sympathizers, or fellow travelers, unless otherwise indicated. 

The following is quoted from a leaflet ("UWF") published by United World 
Federalists, Inc.: 

"UNITED WORLD FEDERALISTS ... Is a national membership organization 
of 25,000 people. It is organized by State Branches and local Chapters, 
There are 27 State Branches) over 350 Chapters. 

"UWF is the result of the consolidation in 19k7 of five smaller organ*- 
izations. Recording to an article in the Washington Evening Star, April h, 
19U7, p. A-16, the organizations which merged to form UWF were the fol- 
lowing: Americans United for World Government, World Federalists, Student 
Federalists, Massachusetts Committee for World Federation, and World 
Citizens of Georgia^ It has worldwide contacts (except in Communist coun* 
tries) through the world movement for World Federal Government. 

"Membership in UWF is open to any American except persons Communist or 
Fascist oriented. 

"National Headquarters, in New York City, conducts the business of the 
organization; maintains liaison with the United Nations, and with other 
organizations] stimulates field activities; provides speakers; directs 
educational and publicity programs. 

"A national legislative office . . . maintains liaison with Congress, 
governmental agencies and the Washington offices of other organizations 
interested in the achievement of world order. 

"UWF is owned and run by its members. Its top administrative body is 
its National Assembly which meets annually and at which all members are 
represented. Between Assemblies the organization is run by the National 
Executive Council which is composed of members elected by the Assembly 
and of members designated by the Branches and Chapters. . . . 

"POLICY: The policy of United World Federalists, Inc. — a non-partisan, 
non-profit organization for support and development of the United Nations 
into a world federal government with limited powers adequate to assure 
peace. As adopted by UWF's National Assembly, Philadelphia, June 1952. • • • 

"MEMBERSHIP • « . UWF recognizes that a limited world government must 
bring people of various ideologies throughout the world together under a 
rule of law. However, as a United States organization • * . f UWF will 
not knowingly admit or permit as members persons who are Communist or 
Fascist or others who seek to overthrow the government of, or in the 
interest of a foreign power seek to weaken, the United States, or to 
change its form of government by other than constitutional means. ' By laws 
of th<| United World Federalists, Inc." ^ 
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It is noted that none of the organizations which merged to form UWF has 
ever been cited as subversive by any official government agency* 

The "Policy & Platform for *53-'5k v published by UWF says, in part: 

"Modern warfare imposes crushing economic burdens and threatens to 
destooy the rights, freedoms and lives of Americans and of all mankind. 

"As men in the past created national governments to provide the security 
local governments could not assure, so we must now create a limited world 
federal government to give all people the protection against war which is 
no longer within the power of national governments* 

"To this end, we call for the support and strengthening of the United 
Nations and for such amendments of its Charter as will enable it to achieve 
universal disarmament enforced under adequate safeguards, thus preventing 
aggression and making possible a world at peace under law. " 

In Newsweek magazine (October 18, 19U8, p. 36), United World Federalists, 
Inc., was described as "the nation 1 s biggest world-government group. ..." 

A recent letterhead of the organization shows that the office of National 
Headquarters is located at 125 Broad Street, New York U 9 N. Y. The Washington 
office is at 26l Constitution Avenue, N. W. The Washington representative has 
offered the full cooperation of his group to this committee at any time it 
should become necessary. 

A feature article in The Worker (Sunday edition of the Communist Daily 
Worker), March 19, 1950, p. 5, magazine section, is entitled "The World Govern- 
ment Plan" by Frieda F. Halpern. It saysj in part: 

"The slogan for 'world government, 1 whatever it may mean to many honest 
advocates of peace, is, in reality, but a reflection in the area of politi- 
cal ideology of the aspirations of American foreign policy to dominate the 
world. This slogan, with its promise of a peaceful world, represents, in 
reality, a movement toward American world empire. How can a slogan, which 
has rallied thousands who reject the concept of American imperialism, be at 
the same time for peace and for world empire? The key to this seeming 
riddle is to be found, not in the membership of the 'world government 1 
organizations but in their sponsorship. There, among the sponsors, one will 
find as fine a collection of the monopolists, military men and anti-Soviet 
careerists as can be found anywhere, together with university presidents, 
National Democratic and Republican Committeemen, and churchmen, the whole 
adding up to a sponsorship both very 'respectable* and most obviously non- 
radical. The * world government 1 movement in the United States is sponsored 
by a number of organizations, each with its own particular form of 'world 
government* and each having Russia on the brain." ^Among the organizations 
listed for condemnation in the article is United World Federalists. 7 

The Cominform organ, "For a Lasting Peace, For a People's Democracy," for 
April 7 9 1950, carries an article entitled "Struggle of Communist Parties 
Against Bourgeois Ideology," from which the following is quoted: 
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"American Imperialists, together with the bourgeoisie and the Right 
Socialists in the Marshallized countries are trampling ever more cyn- 
ically and openly upon the national sentiments of peoples, and oppose 
the idea of national sovereignty. They seek to poison the working class 
with the venom of cosmopolitanism ta make it submit to the rule of 
American monopolists." 

The following is quoted from an article which appeared in the July 19k9 
issue (p, 6b) of Political Affairs, theoretical organ of the Communist Party, 
USA, reprinted from the Moscow New Times of April 6, I9h9 (No, 15): 

"False chatter of a universal culture and science, of a * world govern- 
ment,* of a United States of Europe and even of the whole world, serves 
in practice as a screen for the dissemination and propagation of slavish 
crawling before the venal science of the dollar and decaying bourgeois 
culture, belief in the charlatan myths about the vaunted 'American way of 
life, f receptivity to any blackmail of piratical Wall Street diplomacy. " 

The Washington Post, November 23, 19h9 9 p* k> reported the following: 

"Dr. Harold C. Urey, atomic physicist and Nobel prize winner, today 
announced that he had resigned his position as a United World Federalist 
director because he cannot agree with the UWF stand on Russia* 

" * Democracy and tyranny cannot work together, ! the University of Chicago 
professor said. 'Not until the Russian dictatorship is gone can we accept 
Russia as a partner in world government* * " 

The following comment on Dr. Urey ! s resignation appeared in an article 
by Adam Lapin (Daily People f s World, December 21, I9h9$ p« 6): 

"Dr. Urey recently resigned as a member of the United World Federalists 
because that organization is not sufficiently anti-Soviet to suit him. For 
all the vagaries and loose-ends of the group's program, it apparently seeks 
a world government in which the Soviet Union will be a member. Dr* Urey 
says the Soviet Union should be excluded. . . •" 

A recent letterhead of United World Federalists, Inc. , lists the follow- 
ing officers: 



President 

Chairman Executive Council 

Vice Chairman Executive Council 

Vice Presidents 

Grenville Clark 
lion. William 0. Douglas 
Oscar Hammerstein II 
Mrs* J# Borden Harriman 

Secretaiy 

Treasurer 

Controller 

Counsel 

Executive Director 



Norman Cousins 
Pierce Butler, Jr. 
Mrs. Sally 0. Bray 

George H* Olmsted 
Walter P. Reuther 
Robert E. Sherwood 

J. A. Migel 
Duncan M. Spencer 
Randolph P* Corapton 
Abraham Wilson 
Helen A. Shuford. 
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Hon. Florence Allen 

Dr. Harrison Brown 

Arthur H. Bunker 

James B# Carey 

Dr. Rufus E. Clement 

Rev. Edward A. Conway 

Whitwell W. Caxe 

Dr. Albert Einstein 

John Farrar 

H. K. Guipzburg 

Robert Lee Humber 



National Advisory Board 

0. A. Knight 
Walter P. Miller, Jr. 
Bradshaw Mintener 
Rev. Philip S. Moore 
H. J. Muller 
Lewis Mumford 
Donald Nelson 
Harry A* Over street 
Grove Patterson 
James G. Patton 



Dr. John Wesley Raley 
Rt. Rev. Bernard J. Sheil 
Rt. Rev. Henry K. Sherrill 
Dr. Ralph Sockman 
Dr. Wesley Sturges 
F» R, von Windegger 
Hon. Robert N. Wilkin 
Hon. G. Mennen Williams 
Hon. Lather W. Youngdahl 
J. D* Zellerbach 



The public records, files, and publications of this committee contain 
the following information concerning individuals named in the foregoing list: 

Key: , , 

*P* -/Indicates page number of previous citation herein. 
•^Redesignated by the Attorney General April 27* 1953> pursuant to 

Executive Order lOljSO. 
^Included on consolidated list of organizations previously designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10l$0, compiled from memoranda of the 
Attorney General dated April 29, July 15, September 28, 1953| and 
January 22, 195ii* 

James B» Carey 

Mr. Carey was a featured speaker at the National Convention of the 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers Union, CIO, held in Cleveland, 
Ohio (Communist Daily Worker, September 3» 19U0, p. 1). He was reelected 
president of the union at that convention (Daily Worker, September U, 191*0, 
p. Ij September 5> 19h0 $ p. h; New Masses, September 17, 19I4O, p. 18) . He 
testified at hearings before a special subcommittee of the Committee on Edu~ 
cation and Labor during an investigation of Communist infiltration of the 
UEHMWA (hearings held during September and October 19^8), identifying himself 
as Secretary-Treasurer, Congress of Industrial Organizations, Washington* D. C. 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its report of March 
29> 19hh 9 pp« 18 and 19, listed the United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America among the twenty-one CIO unions in which the committee had 
found Communist leadership "strongly entrenched*" The 19li9 convention of the 
Congress of Industrial Organizations expelled the United Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers from the CIO on grounds of Communist domination (press 
release, 12th CIO Constitutional Convention, November 20-*2li, 1950) . 

After the expulsion of the UERMWA, the CIO set up a "new anti-Communist" 
electrical union, and at an organizational convention held in Philadelphia 
formally approved the name International Union of Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers, and the identifying initials IUE-CIO. "The convention inserted in 
the constitution of the new union clauses barring Communists or adherents of 
other totalitarian organizations from holding national or local office" (New 
York Times, December 1, 19^9, p* 3)« 
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A letterhead (dated January 12, 1950) in the files of this committee 
names Mr. Carey as Chairman of the International Union of Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers (IUE-CIO) . 

An article in the Washington Times Herald, April 16, 1953, p. 6, reported 
that "James B. Carey, president of the CIO Electrical Workers Union, told the 
House labor committee yesterday . • » he knew there were Communists trying to 
run the independent U.E. when he was president but that he stayed with the 
union in the hope he could get them out* He was unsuccessful, he said, and 
was defeated for the union presidency in 19lil* But he remained a member of the 
union until it was expelled by the CIO, he said." 

A report in the Daily People 1 s World (west coast organ of the Communist 
Party), October 13, 1952, p. 3, said that "under impetus from red-baiting 
union buster James B. Carey, a new f anti-Communist 1 organization was being 
projected today by the Los Angeles CIO Council." The organization was described 
as "a chapter of Carey *s latest brain child, the so-called Negro Labor Com- 
mittee, U.S.A." which "he said frankly, is being designed to counteract the 
influence nationally of the Negro Labor Council ..." /The Committee on Un- 
American Activities, in its Annual Report for 1952 (p# 11), stated: "The 
National Negro Labor Council is a Communist-front organization, designed to 
infiltrate communism into Negro life" and "by accusing established labor 
organizations of overlooking the needs of the Negroes, it hopes to capture more 
Negroes for communism.^/ 

Reference to Mr. Carey is found in this committee r s report "100 Things 
You Should Know About Communism," released May ll*, 1951, as follows; 

"96. What ! s a good program for an American union man against Communism? 

Here is pne given by James B. Carey, secretary- treasurer of the CIO: 

Full exposure of the Communists, plus a strong progressive policy 
*far in advance of the bogus progressivism of the Communists. ! 
. . ." (p. 86). 

Mr, Carey was chairman of a CIO delegation which visited the Soviet 
Union as guests of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions in return for 1 
a visit paid to the United States by a Soviet trade union delegation invited 
by the CIO. Mr* Carey 1 s impressions concerning this trip (made in October 
19i*5) were quoted in a Communist magazine, Masses and Mainstream, as follows 
(issue of November 1950, pp. 53 and 5Ii): 

"Mr. Carey, speaking foar the delegation, said they had ! been deeply 
moved by the personal warmth and friendship 1 shown to them by the Soviet 
workers*- He emphasised that m> American could himself see the Soviet Union 
and its peoples without being 'moved by the same feeling of deep human 
sympathy which we have felt and by the same desire to assist and cooperate 
in the great tasks in which the Soviet people are now engaged. The dele- 
gation, said Mr • Carsy, was especially impressed by the manner in which 
*the Soviet trade unions . V • promoted the interests of the workers 1 and 
by the ! many activities of a social welfare and cultural character and the 
comprehensive nature of the social security system which they operate. Iu 
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The Daily Worker o£ September 3* 19k0, p. h $ identified Mr, Carey as a 
member of the National Council of the Emergency Peace totalization at which 
the American Peace Mobilization was f ormedo Mr* Carey was a delegate to the 
American Congress for Peace and Democracy, according to the Daily Worker of 
January 6, 1939* P» 2» He was nominated for membership on the National Labor 
Committee of the American Beague for Peace and Democracy, which was formed at 
the Congress held in Washington/ D„ C, January 6-8, 1939 (pamphlet, "7f 
Million Speak for Peace"). He spoke on the subject "Labor and Democratic 
Rights" at a meeting held during the Congress (ibid*, p. 1*6); in this source, 
he was identified as President, UERMA, and Secretary, CIO. A letterhead of 
the American League dated February 8, 1939, named him as a* member of the 
National Labor Committee of the League. 

The Emergency Peace Mobilization was cited as a Communist front by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities (report of March 29, X9UU) and 
was also cited by the Attorney General of the United States (Congressional 
Record, September 2ii, 19i*2, p. 768it)« 

The American Congress for Peace and Democracy was cited as a Communist 
f ron^ in the March 29, 19Ui, report of the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, p. 100. The American League for Peace and Democracy, was cited 
by the Special Committee as the "largest of the Communist ' front 1 movements 
in the United States" (reports of January 3, 1939; January 3, 19U0; January 
3, 19U.5 June 25, 19U2; January 2, 191*3; March 29, 19Ui). The Attorney 
General cited the League as a Communist front and included it on lists of 
subversive and Communist organizations furnished the Loyalty Review Board 
(Congressional Record, September 2k, 191*2, pp* 7683 and 768ijj press releases 
of the U* S # Civil Service Commission, June 1 and September 21, 19^8, 
respectively). 3 - and 2 

The Call to a Conference on Civil Rights, April 20 and 21, 19h0, i>. 3> 
issued by the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, named James B. Carey 
as one of the speakers at the. conference. "When the American League for Peace 
and Democracy was dissolved in February 19h0 its successor in Washington was 
called the Washington Committee for Democratic Action" (Special Committee, 
reports of June 25, 19l*2, p. 22, and March 29, 19hh 9 "p« lltf) ♦ The Attorney 
General cited the Washington Committee for Democratic Action as an "affiliate" 
or "local chapter" of the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties 
(Congressional Record, September 2li, 19U2, pp. 7688 and 7689) and as subversive 
and Communist (press releases of December li, 191*7, and September 21, 19M5). and 

Mr. Carey was one of the sponsors of the Greater New York Emergency Con- 
ference on Inalienable Rights, according to the program of the conference, 
dated February 12, 19l40» That Conference was cited by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities as being among a "maze of organizations" which were 
"spawned for the alleged purpose of defending civil liberties in general but 
actually intended to protect Communist subversion from any penalties under the 
law" (Report 1115, September 2, 19l*7, p* 3)-. The organization was cited by 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities as a Communist front (report 
of March 29, 19Wi, pp* 96 and 129). 
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In the call to the New York Model Legislature of Youth, issued by the 
American Youth Congress for January 28-30, 1938$ James Carey is shown as one 
of those who signed the call? he was identified as President, UERMWA. In 
the proceedings of the American Youth Congress, July 1-5, 1939, p« U8, he was 
named as Vice-Chairman. "Youth Defends America," a report of the Sixth 
American Youth Congress, July 3-7, 19it0, reveals (p. U*) that he was elected 
vice-chairman of the group* 

The Special Committee on Un-American Activities reported that the Ameri- 
can Youth Congress was "one of the principal fronts of the Communist Party 1 ' 
(report of June 25, 19i£, p. l6j also cited in reports of January 3, 1939$ 
January 3, 19UL} March 29, 19W*}« It was cited by the U. S. Attorney General 
as being "controlled by Communists" (Congressional Record, September 2h 9 
19^2, p. 7685) and as subversive and Communist (press releases of December ii, 
19li7, and September 21, 1918). 1 and 2 

Mr* Carey was a member of the organizing committee of the World Youth 
Congress (Daily Worker, April U, 1938, p. 3) and a delegate from the United 
States to the Second World Youth Congress, August 16-23, 1938 (report of the 
Congress entitled "Youth Demands a Peaceful World" ). The World Youth Congress 
was cited as "a Communist conference held in the summer of 1938 at Vassar 
College" (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, report of March 29, 
19Ui, po 183; also cited in report of January 3, 1939, p* 82) . 

A mimeographed list of signers, attached to a letterhead of the Ameri~ 
can Committee ^ for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom (dated January 17, 19U0), 
named Mr. Carey as one who signed a petition circulated by that organisation 
urging that a legislative investigating committee be discontinued. The Ameri- 
can Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom was cited by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities as a Communist front which defended Com- 
munist teachers (reports of June 25, 19^2, p. 13, and Harch 29, 19W4, p». 87). 

The Daily Worker of November 11, 19^0, p. 1, reported that "over 100 
outstanding officials of CIO, AFL and Railroad Brotherhood unions" had "wired 
President Roosevelt urging him to intercede in behalf of four imprisoned 
officials of the International Pur and Leather Workers Union (CIO)." The 
International Pur and Leather Workers Union (CIO) was first cited by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of January 3, 191*0, 
p. 13. Its report of March 29, 19Mi, p» 18, stated that the union was among 
those in which the committee had found "Communist leadership" was "strongly 
entrenched." The union was expelled from CIO (effective June 15, 1950) on 
grounds of Communist domination, by vote of the executive board (press 
release of the 12th CIO convention). The Daily Worker article referred to 
above stated, that the telegram's signatures were obtained under the auspices 
of the Joint Committee for Trade Union Rights* That organization has-been 
cited as a Communist front which, jointly with the International Labor 
Defense, supported and defended Communist Party leaders of the International 
Fur and Leather Workers Union when they were serving prison terms (Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, report of March 29, 19UU, pp. 125 and 
166). 
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Activities of Mr. Carey in connection with the World Federation of Trade 
Unions were described in "Free Trade Union News" for July 19hB (pp. 3, h 9 5> 
and 7). The Daily Worker of September 19/ 19i*7, p. 5, reported that he had 
praised the Soviet trade unions, and the Daily People's World of October 11, 
191*8, p. 6, quoted him in a statement of cooperation with Soviet trade unions* 
The World Federation of Trade Unions was cited by the Committee on Un-American 
Activities in its Report on the Congress of American Women, October 23* 19h9 9 
p. 1, describing it as "part of a solar system of international Communist- 
front organizations which have been established in recent years." 

During its investigation of Communist activities in the Albany, N. Y., 
area, the Committee on Un-American Activities heard Mr. Patrick Walsh, on 
July 13, 1953. The following appeared in his testimony (p. 2396 of the 
printed hearing) : 

"Mr, Tavenner. What reason was assigned, if you know, by the CIO 
for leaving the World Federation of Trade Unions? 

"Mr. Walsh. Well, the CIO learned the hard way, and after a 

while it became so obvious that the secretariat of 
the World Federation of Trade Unions was more inter- 
ested in carrying on the work of the foreign policy 
of the Soviet Union than in real bona fide trade 
unionism, so James B. Carey, of the CIO, announced 
that they were leaving the World Federation of Trade 
Unions because it was dominated by the Communists and 
that they were continually trying to implement the 
Communist Party line instead of looking after honest 
trade-union principles. " 

The Congress of Industrial Organizations published in pamphlet form an 
address by James B. Carey which was delivered at Charter Day exercises at 
Howard University, Washington, D. C, March 2, 19f>3# The following is quoted 
from the address, entitled "Time to Get Angry — A Counter-Offensive to the 
Attack on American Education"; 

«# # # For many years we have been fighting the Communists tooth and 
nail. « # # 

"Yet in terms of the attack on American educational institutions, we 
again find ourselves in agreement with President Conant when he declares; 

in There are no known adherents to the Communist Party on our staff 
and 1 do not beli«ve there are any disguised Communists either. But even 
if there were, the damage that would be done to the spirit of this 
academic community by any investigation ... aimed at finding a crypto- 
Copnunist would be far greater than any conceivable harm such a person 
might do.' ^The foregoing was a reference to the annual report of the 
then President James Bryant Conant of Harvard University to the Board of 
Overseers^ 

"The crux of our fight against academic probes and investigations 
lies primarily in the character of the men who conduct them, and their 
motives. 

"First of all, as we of organized labor know from our own experience, 
virtually all investigations of alleged Communism are conducted by men 
who are not simply anti-Communist. They are anti-liberal, anti-labor 
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and pro-reaction* 

"Second, virtually all investigations of alleged Communism are conducted 
by men who cannot understand and refuse to understand the nature of Com- 
munism* For them -* and there are many prominent examples — anti-Communism 
is purely and obsessively a stepping-stone to prestige, a short-cut to pub- 
lic notice and higher position. 

"Third, virtually all such men, who have made careers out of anti-Comr- 
munism, would — either wittingly or unwittingly ~ strait jacket the American 
mind in a fashion not far different from the way totalitarianism strait- 
jackets the thinking of its victims* While imagining that they are fighting 
1 regimentation 1 of the f left* they are actually seeking a mental regimenta- 
tion of the 'right. *" (pp. 8 and 9) 

Dr. Rufus E. Clement 

The name of Rufus E. Clement appears in the list of signers of a petition 
issued by the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom,*HP # u as 
shown on a mimeographed sheet attached to a letterhead of that organization dated 
January 17, 1940. 

The following sources name Dr. Clement as a sponsor of the American Com- 
mittee for Protection of Foreign Born: Daily Worker, October 28, 1940, p. 3; 
program, Fifth National Conference, Atlantic City, New Jersey, March 29 and 30, 
1941; leaflet, "Sixth National Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, May 9 and 10, 1942," 
p. 4; an undated letterhead summarizing the 1946 work of the organization; the 
program and call for a conference, Cleveland, Ohio, October 25 and 26, 1947 • 
The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born was cited as subversive 
and Communist by the United States Attorney General, in letters to the Loyalty 
Review Board, released June 1, 1948, and September 21, 1948. and 2 The Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities called it "one of the oldest auxiliaries of 
the Coimnunist Party in the United States" (report of March 29* 1944* P» 155; also 
cited in report of June 25, 1942, p. 13). 

Both the bulletin, "Spot News, 11 p. 1, and an undated folder issued by the 
American Committee to Save Refugees name Rufus E. Clement as a sponsor of the 
organization. The Special Committee on Un-American Activities cited the Ameri- 
can Committee to Save Refugees as a Communist front (House Report 1311, March 
29, 1944, pp. 49, 112, 129, 133, 138, 167, 180). 

Rufus E. Clement was listed "among the 363 outstanding Americans who 
signed the open letter to the President of the United States sponsored originally 
by the American Council on Soviet Relations, urging a declaration of war on the 
Finnish government in the interests of speedy victory by the United Nations over 
Nazi Germany and its Fascist allies" in an official folder of that organization. 
The American Council on Soviet Relations was described as "subversive and Com- 
munist successor to the Friends of the Soviet Union" by the United States Attorney 
General (letters to Loyalty Review Board, released June 1, 1948, and September 
21, 1948) .* and 2 

The Civil Rights Congress was the subject of a report by the Committee on 
Un-American Activities, dated September 2, 1947, which listed Dr. Rufus E. 
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Clement, President, Atlanta University, as one of the sponsors of the group* 
In this report the Civil Rights Congress was designated as "an organization 
dedicated not to the broader issues of civil liberties, but specifically to 
the defense of individual Communists and the Communist Party* * * * controlled 
by individuals who are either members of the Communist Party or openly loyal 
to it * * *♦" The organization was cited by the United States Attorney Gen^ 
eral as subversive and Communist^ in letters to the Loyalty Review Board, 
released December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948* 1 ^ 2 

The Daily Worker of March 18 # 1945, p* 2, reported that the National 
Federation for Constitutional Liberties had released a statement hailing the 
War Department order on Commissions for Communists and listed among the signers 
of that statement Dr. Rufus E# Clement, President, Atlanta University* Attorneys 
General cited the Federation as subversive and Communist, and as "part of what 
Lenin called the solar system of organizations, ostensibly having no connection 
with the Communist Party, by which Communists attempt to create sympathisers 
and supporters of their program * # #" (Congressional Record, September 24, 
1942, p. 7687; letters to the Loyalty Review Board, released December 4, 1947, 
and September 21, 1948) • and 2 The Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
cited it as "one of the viciously subversive organizations of the Communist 
Party" (report of March 29, 1944, p# 50); and the Committee on Un-American 
Activities cited it as among a "maze of organizations * * * spawned for the 
alleged purpose of defending civil liberties in general but actually intended 
to protect Communist subversion from any penalties under the law" (report of 
September 2, 1947, p. 3)* 

The National Conference on American Policy in China and the Far East (a 
conference called by the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy) was 
cited as Communist by the Attqpney General, in a letter to the Loyalty Review 
Board, released July 21, 1949** nd 2 The conference call, January 23-25, 1948, 
New York City, named Dr. Clement as a sponsor* 

The conference call and program (p* 12) of the Scientific and Cultural 
Conference for World Peace named Dr« Clement as a sponsor. The Committee on 
Un-American Activities prepared and released a Review of the Scientific and 
Cultural Conference for World Peace which reported that the conference, 
arranged and conducted by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and 
Professions, and held in New York City, March 25~27, 1949, was "actually a 
supermobilization of the inveterate wheelhorses and supporters of the Communist 
Party and its auxiliary organizations * * * pyramiding into one inflated front 
the names which had time and again been used by the Communists as decoys for 
the entrapment of innocents*" 

The Southern Conference for Human Welfare was made the subject of a 
report by the Committee on Un-American Activities, June 16^ 1947, in which 
Rufus E. Clement was listed as a member of the Executive Board. He was also 
identified as a member of the Executive Board, a Consultant, and a Member at 
Large, on an official report of the organization* This Committee* s report 
described the group as one "which seeks to attract southern liberals on the 
basis of its seeming interest in the problems of the South" although its 
"professed interest in southern welfare is simply an expedient for larger aims 
serving the Soviet Union and its subservient Communist Party in the United 
States" (House Report No. 592, June 12, 1947)* The Special Committee on Un- 
American Activities cited the Conference as a Communist front which received 
money from the Robert Marshall Foundation, one of the principal sources of funds 
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by tyhich many Communist fronts operate (report of March 29, 1944* p« 147) • 

Dr. Clement was a member of the Advisory Board of the Southern Negro 
Youth Congress, as shown in a leaflet published by the organization; a 
letterhead dated June 12, 1947 J a letterhead dated August U, 1947 • The 
Southern Negro Youth Congress was cited as "subversive and among the affili- 
ates and committees of the Communist Party, U.S.A." by the United States 
Attorney General, in lists furnished the Loyalty Review Board (pre&s release 
dated December 4, 1947) •* and 2 It was also cited as a Communist "front" by 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities (report of January 3, 1940, 
p. 9) and as being "surreptitiously controlled" by the Young Communist League 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, Report No. 271, April 17, 1947, p» 14) • 

The files of this committee contain a "copy of original statement read 
by Doctor Rufu? E. Clement" on a radio broadcast, April 28, 1953, from which 
the following is quoted: 

"In the time which was allotted for the newscast over this station, WBGE, 

beginning at 9*45 on Monday morning, April 27, 1953 - yesterday -, Mr* m 

Patrick, regular newscaster, raised the question of my fitness for member- 
ship on the Board of Education of the City of Atlanta. This is Dr. Rufus 
E. Clement speaking, candidate from the Third Ward in the city-wide May 13, 
1953, primary election. At my request, Station WBGE has granted me the 
time in which to offer my side of the story. 

"Mr. Patrick 1 s statement said that an official report of the Un-American 
Activities Committee of the House of Representatives of the United States 
listed me as one whose name appeared on the stationery or letterhead of 
seven or eight organizations which at one time or another had been listed 
by that committee, or some state committee such as California, as being 
communist or communist-front. As far as Mr. Patrick's statement of the 
listing went, it was correct. What Mr. Patrick failed to do was to check 
with me before he went on the air with this newscast . I can further state 
that he failed to check with responsible Government agencies aB to whether 
the listing which he so laboriously mentioned would stand up as proof that 
I ever was or am now a communist, a fellow-traveler, or a subversive. 

,f Before I begin to consider Mr. Patrick's broadcast in specific detail, 
I should like categorically to state that I have never been a communist or 
a fellow-traveler, and that I am not now a communist, a fellow-traveler, 
or a subversive. Further, I challenge any one to state under oath that I 
am now or ever have been a communist or a fellow-traveler. 

"Now as to the specific questions raised in Mr. Patrick's broadcast of 
April 27. 

"I have never denied membership in the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare, in the Southern Negro Youth Congress, or in the American Committee 
for the Protection of the Foreign Born. I would, however, call attention 
to the fact that I was in these organizations at a time and during a period 
when many well-known, thoroughly loyal Americans, Negro and white, northern 
and southern, held memberships therein. # * # . 

"In the early days of the Southern Negro Youth Congress I was joined by 
* * * many other very fine and loyal persons. I at no time held member- 
ship in the Congress; I was simply a member of the advisory committee, 
which was composed almost entirely of Negro educators interested in encour- 
aging the intellectual and spiritual development of young Southern Negroes. 
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"When It was first organized, I accepted membership on the national 
committee of the American Committee for the Protection of the Foreign 
Born* I did this out of my feeling that the place of a man*s birth 
should have nothing to do with his eligibility for establishing American 
citizenship. 

fl I withdrew or resigned from each of the above-mentioned organizations 
as soon as I had the slightest indication that they were steering to the 
left or that they were being infiltrated by communists. Any examination 
of their literature or stationery after 1947, six years ago will show that 
my name was not carried by these organizations thereafter. 

"Mr. Patrick 1 s broadcast statement with respect to other organizations 
in connection with which my name had appeared lists some organizations 
with which I am not at all familiar, not even having heard of them. I am 
strongly of the opinion that there has been considerable unauthorized use 
of nor name both in connection with the groups he has mentioned and possibly 
by others. 

"I would respectfully call Mr. Patrick* s and your attention to the fact 
that all Federal investigating authorities are quite aware that numerous 
organizations which began as thoroughly loyal, conscientious, constructive 
groups were infiltrated by communists and their complexions later changed. 
This is certainly true of some of the organizations with which my name has 
been connected. The FBI might also assure Mr. Patrick and you that the 
time that a person held membership and relinquished membership in one of 
these organizations is a most important factor in even suggesting whether 
that person might or might not be a communist or a fellow^traveler. * * * 

"In February, 1952, I had been invited to Washington by the Mutual 
Security Agency where I served, with other prominent American educators, 
working on a program of education for combating communism among the 
colored peoples in the Far East. * * * 

"A little more than a month after this meeting, I was called on the 
telephone by a representative of the Mutual Security Agency, and subse- 
quently I was offered the position of Education Officer in the Mutual 
Security Agency 1 s special technical and economic mission to Indonesia. 
Meanwhile, I was thoroughly investigated by the FBI. You will remember 
that this was in 1952. You will also recall that Mr. Patrick's dates of 
so-called listings which he mentioned in his April 27 broadcast in no 
instance were any later than 1949 1 an<* in some instances went back as 
early as 1940. So that my FBI investigations and clearances all came after 
the period with which Mr. Patrick's listings dealt. 

"I finally did not go to Indonesia because the Trustees of Atlanta 
University felt that I should not be away from the University for as long 
a period as the appointment agency desired. * * * I was. then asked to 
recommend someone else for the education mission, one of whose chief 
functions would be to combat communism in the Far East. 

?l My record would also show that as late as March 22, 1953* in a speech 
at Sarah Lawrence College * * * I warned the United States about the 
steps it would have to take to keep the uncommitted colored people of Asia 
and Africa from falling into the communist camp. * *"* ,f 
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Dr. Albert Einstein 

A letterhead of the National Council of American-Soviet Friendship, dated 
October 27, 1942, named Prof, Einstein as a patron of the Congress of American- 
Soviet Friendship. He was a sponsor of the Council, as shown in a "Call to the 
Congress of American-Soviet Friendship, November 6-8, 1943," P* 4; a memo- 
randum issued by the Council on March 18, 1946; and a letterhead of March 13, 
1946. He signed an open letter sponsored by the Council, according to the New 
York Times, May 18, 1943, p# 17c, and Soviet Russia Today, June 1943, P» 21. 

The National Council of American-Soviet Friendship was cited as subversive 
and Communist by the United States Attorney General, in letters to the Loyalty 
Review Board, released December 4, 1947, and September 21, 1948. 1 and 2 In its 
report of March 29, 1944, P* 156, the Special Conanittee on Un-American Activities 
said: n In recent months, the Communist Party's principal front for all things 
Russian has been known as the National Council for American-Soviet Friendship." 

The Daily Worker of February 26, 1942, p. 4, and a leaflet, "Sixth 
National Conference," Cleveland, Ohio, May 9 and 10, 1942, p. 4, named Albert 
Einstein as one of the sponsors of the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born. ^P # 9) 

According to the Daily Worker of April 16, 1937, p» 2, Prof. Einstein 
endorsed the North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy. He was named 
as sponsor of the organization in New Masses of May 18, 1937, p* 25 • The 
United States Attorney General cited the North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy as Communist, in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board, released 
April 27, 1949 •* and 2 The organization was also cited as a Communist front by 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities (reports of January 3, 1940, 
p. 9} March 29, 1944, p. 146). 

A letterhead of the Medical Bureau and North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy, dated July 6, 1938, and a letterhead of the Michigan Chapter 
of the same organization, dated February 2, 1939, both name Prof. Einstein as 
a sponsor of the group. "In 1937-38, the Communist Party threw itself whole- 
heartedly into the campaign for the support of the Spanish Loyalist cause, 
recruiting men and organizing multifarious so-called relief organizations" 
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, report of March 29, 1944, p# 82). 
Among these was the Medical Bureau and North American Committee to Aid Spanish 
Democracy. 

Albert Einstein was a national sponsor of the Spanish Refugee Appeal of 
the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, according to letterheads of that 
group dated Februaiy 26, 1946, February 3, 1948, April 28, 1949, and January 5, 
1953. He signed a petition in defense of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Com* 
mittee, as shown in the Daily Worker of April 28, 1948, p. 4; and was co- 
chairman of the National Reception Committee for Madame Irene Jollot-Curie, 
whose speaking tour was sponsored by the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee 
(invitation to the dinner, New York City, March 31, 1948). The Joint Anti- 
Fascist Refugee Committee was cited as subversive and Communist by the United 
States Attorney General in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board in 1947, and 
again in 1948.1 an d 2 The Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its 
report of March 29, 1944, p» 174, called it a "Communist-front organization 
headed by Edward K. Barsky." 
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Dr. Einstein was a sponsor of the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign, as 
shown on a letterhead of that group, dated at New Haven, Connecticut, Novem- 
ber 16, 1939, and a pamphlet, "Children in Concentration Camps." The Spanish 
Refugee Relief Campaign was cited as a Communist front by the Special Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities (report, January 3, 19^0, p» 9)» 

According to the Daily Worker, February 18, ,1939, p# 7, Prof* Einstein 
contributed a manuscript to the League of American Writers, for Spanish aid. 
The League was cited as subversive and Communist by the Attorney General 
(letters to the Loyalty Review Board in 19l*8j Congressional Record, September 
2U, 19U2, pp. 7685 and 7686) . 1 and 2 The organization was also cited by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities (reports of January 3, 19^0, p. . 9j 
June 25, 191*2, p. 19; March 29, 19kk, p. 18). 

A petition of the American Council for a Democratic Greece was spon- 
sored by Albert Einstein, as shown in the Daily People* s World (official 
organ of the Communist Party on the west coast), August 23, 19i*8, p. 2. He 
signed a statement of the Council Condemning the Greek Government, according 
to the Daily Worker of September 2, 19i*8, p. 7* The Council was cited as a 
subversive and Communist organization by the Attorney General. It was for- 
merly known as the Greek-American Council (letters to the Loyalty Review 
Board in 19ii8) • 

A letter of the American Friends of Chinese People, pledging support 
to China, was signed by Prof. Einstein, as shown in the Daily Worker of July 
16, 19l40,p. U- This organization was cited as a Communist front by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its report of March 29 > 19hh, 
pp. J4O and lii7. 

Prof. Einstein endorsed the Committee for Peace through World Coopera- 
tion, according to the Daily Worker of April 2, 1938, p. h* This organiza- 
tion was cited by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities as a 
Communist front (report of Mar en 29, 19hh 9 p. 105) . 

The Daily Worker of December 15, 19i*8, p. .2, and December 31, 19W, 
p. 3, reported that Albert Einstein was one of the sponsors of the Freedom 
Crusade of the Civil Rights Congress. *<P* 10 > 

A Declaration of the Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Committee, 
honoring Georgi Dimitrov, head of the Communist International, was signed by 
Albert Einstein, according to the December 22, 19^3, issue of The New York 
Times (p» I4O), in which the Declaration was printed as an advertisement. The 
Reichstag Fire Trial Anniversary Committee was cited as a Communist front by 
the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, in its report of March 29, 

19Wi, pp. 112 and 156. 

Albert Einstein was a signer of a message addressed to the House of 
Representatives by the National Federation for Constitutional Libert ies*VP* 10) in 
I9l43j as shown on a printed copy of the message. 

The Daily Worker of April 22, 19i*7, p* h 9 reported that Prof. Einstein 
spoke before a meeting of the Council on African Affairs, which was cited as 
subversive and Communist by the United States Attorney General (letters to 
the Loyalty Review Board, released in 19i*7 and 19I18). 1 and 2 

Prof. Einstein has contributed to Soviet Russia Today, as shown in the 
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issues of June 19*i2, p# 6, and August 1936, p. 18. He was a sponsor of the 
Soviet Russia Today Dinner Celebrating the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of the Red 
Army (Soviet Russia Today, February 19h3, p» 3U)« This publication was cited 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities as a Communist-front (House Report 
No. 1953, April 26, 1950, p. 108) and by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities (report, March 29, 19hh, p* l6j). 

The Daily Worker of December 2U, 19U*, p« lii, reported that Albert Einstein 
was an initiating sponsor of the Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, 
Sciences, and Professions, A letterhead of the group contains his name in a 
list of members of the Board of Directors (letterhead dated November 26, 19^6) • 
The Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions was 
cited as a Communist front by the Committee on Un-American Activities (House 
Report No. 19$h $ April 26, 1950/ p. 2). 

Albert Einstein was named as a member~at~large of the National Council of 
the Arts, Sciences, and Professions, on an undated letterhead of the organisation 
(received January 191*9) • He wrote a letter to the Council, praising its efforts 
to aid Willie McGee, according to the Worker of April 22, 19$l f p. iw He was one 
of the sponsors of the Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace, held 
in New York City, March 25-27, 19h9 9 under auspices of the Council 5 as shown in 
the printed program of the conference, p. lii, and the Daily Worker of February 
21, 19^9, p« 2. The Council was cited as a Communist front by the Committee on 
Un-American Activities (House Report I9$h, April 26, 1950, p# 2). 

The Daily Worker of May 12, 1950, p. 3, named Prof. Einstein as one of 
those who petitioned the Supreme Court for a rehearing of prison sentences 
imposed on John Howard Lawson, Dalton Trumbo, and eight others for contempt of 
Congress. He signed the "Petition to the Supreme Court for a leconsideration 
of its Refusal to Hear the Appeal of the Hollywood Ten" in an advertisement 
which appeared in the Washington Post of May 2li, 1950, p. lit* John Howard Lawson 
and Dalton Trumbo were cited for contempt of Congress by the House of Repre- 
sentatives on November 2I4, 19U?> for refusal to answer questions of a Con- 
gressional Coiranittee. They were subsequently indicted by a Federal grand jury 
on contempt charges and after conviction, sentenced to one year in jail and 
fined $1,000 each (report of the Committee on Un-American Activities to the 
House of Representatives, Eightieth Congress, pages 10-12) . 

Albert Einstein was listed as a signer of a petition to the United States 
Attorney General in behalf of Harms Eisler, according to the Daily Worker of 
December 17, 19h7 9 p* ?• In February 19li8> the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service ordered the deportation of Hanns Eisler, the deportation order coming 
after an immigration hearing in New York into a charge that Eisler was a member 
in Germany of a group advocating the violent overthrow of this Government 
(Washington Star, February 13, 19W3, p* B£). 

The Daily Worker of February 1, 1950, p. 3> reported that Albert Einstein 
was one of those who "denounced the trend toward disciplinary action against 
lawyers who defend *political minorities, racial minorities and labor organisa- 
tions, ,f! in defending the five lawyers who, were counsel for the eleven Com-* 
munist leaders recently convicted* n 0n July 20, 19l*8, twelve leaders of the 
Conmianist Party of the United States were indicted by a Federal grand jury in 
New York on charges of conspiring to 'teach and advocate the overthrow or 
destruction of the Government of the United States by force and violence. 1 
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Eleven of them were convicted on those charges in Federal court on October lit, 
19h9 n (Annual Report of the Coiranittee on Un-American Activities for the Year 
19i*9, March 15, 1950, p. 16) . 

On Januaxy 13 $ 1953> the press reported that Prof. Einstein had appealed 
to the President for clemency for Julius and Ethel Rosenberg (convicted and 
executed for conspiracy to transmit secrets of the atomic bomb to Russia) . The 
New York Times of that date, p. L-15, saidj 

"Prof. Albert Einstein, the venerable mathematician who lives in Prince- 
ton, N. J., announced that he had written the President Monday asking for 
mercy* His note said: 

!,| Dear Mr* President: 

" r Fy conscience compels me to urge you to commute the death 
sentence of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg. 

"'This appeal to you is prompted by the same reasons which were 
set forth so convincingly by my distinguished colleague, Harold C. 
Urey, in his letter of Jan. 5, 1953, to The New York Times, 

" •Respectfully yours, 
" « Albert Einstein." 1 

The Daily Worker of January ll*, 1953 (pp» 1 and 5)> contained an 
editorial headed "Einstein, the Rosenbergs, and U. S. Labor's Duty." On 
page 7 of the same issue, Prof. Einstein 1 s name appears in a list of "notables 
who have raised their voices against the death penalty for the innocent pair." 

On June 15, 1953* the Daily Worker printed a letter from Dr. Einstein 
to a high school teacher facing dismissal for refusing to answer questions of 
a Congressional committee. The letter (as quoted on page 3 of the newspaper) 
said, in part: 

"The problem with which the intellectuals of this country are con- 
fronted is very serious. The reactionary politicians have managed to 
instil suspicion of all intellectual efforts into the public by dangling 
before their eyes a danger from without. Having succeeded to suppress 
the freedom of teaching and to deprive of their positions all those who 
do not prove submissive, i. e., to starve them. 

'What ought the minority of intellectuals to do against this evil? 
Frankly, I can see only the revolutionary way of non-cooperation in the 
sense of Gandhi's. Every intellectual who is called before one of the 
committees ought to refuse to testify, i. e., he must be prepared for 
jail and economic ruin, in short, for the sacrifice of his personal wel- 
fare in the interest of the cultural welfare of his country. 

"This refusal to testify must be based on the assertion that it is 
shameful for a blameless citizen to submit to such an inquisition and 
that this kind of inquisition violates the spirit of the Constitution. 

"If enough people are ready to take this grave step they will be 
successful. If not, %hm the intellectuals of this country deserve 
nothing, better than the slavery which is intended for them. " 
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The Mew York Times, reporting the letter, said that Br* Sinstein con- 
firmed, by telephone, that he had written the letter and told the newspaper 
that he, himself, would refuse to testify if called before a congressional 
committee (as reported in the Washington Evening Star, June 12, 19!?3j P» A- 
10) * 

The Washington Post of January 22, 1953, p* 3j said: 

"Scientist Albert Einstein today condemned the wave of anti-Semitic 
purges behind the Iron Curtain* 

"Einstein said: ■It goes without saying that the perversion of justice 
which manifests itself in all official trials staged by the Russian 
government, not only that in Prague, but also the earlier ones since the 
second half of the thirties, deserves unconditional condemnation* • H 

Oscar Hammerstein, II 

An advertisement appearing in Variety (December 1, 19ii8, p* 21) named 
Oscar Hammerstein, II, as a signer of a "Call Upon the Film Industry to 
Revoke the Blacklist," released by the Theatre Division of the National 
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions. *(p» 15) 

Mr* Hammerstein was one of the Initiating Sponsors of the Independent 
Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences, and Professions**?* 15; according 
to the Daily Worker of December 24, 1944* p* 14, and a letterhead of the 
organization dated November 26, 1946 • 

As shown in the Daily People* s World, October 13* 1943, p» 5, Oscar 
Hammerstein, II, was one of those who endorsed the Writers* Congress held 
October 1, 2, 3, 1943* under the joint auspices of the University of Cali- 
fornia and the Hollywood Writers* Mobilization. As shown in the program of 
the Writers 1 Congress, he was a member of the Seminar on "Soi*g Writing in 
War." The Hollywood Writers Mobilization was cited as subversive and Com- 
munist by the United States Attorney General (press releases of December 4, 
1947* and September 21, 1948) • and 2 

A letterhead (dated February 28, 1946) of the Win-the-Peace Conference 
which was held in Washington, D. C, April 5-7, 1946, named Oscar Hammerstein, 
II, as one of the sponsors of that Conference. The same information appeared 
in the "Call" to the Conference. The National Committee to Win the Peace was 
formed at the Win-^the-Peace Conference. The Committee was cited as subversive 
and Communist by the Attorney General (press releases of December 4, 1947 1 
and September 21, 1948). x m * 2 

One Oscar Hammerstein (II not shown) was a sponsor of the United Nations 
in America Dinner held under the auspices of the American Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born ^P* ?' at the Hotel Biltmore, New York City, April 17, 
1943* as shown on the invitation to the dinner. 

In the Daily People's World of October 2, 1944, p. 5* Oscar Hananerstein 
(II not shown) was named as an honorary member of the Association of Young 
Writers and Artists, an organization affiliated with the Southerh Negro Youth 
Congress, which was cited as a Communi$t^front organization by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities in a report dated January 3, 1940. The 
organization was cited as being subversive and "among the affiliates and 
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committees of the Communist Party, U.S.A., which seek to alter the form of 
government of the United States by unconstitutional means" (Attorney General, 
press release of December k$ 19l*7)* The group was cited as being 
"surreptitiously controlled" by the Young Communist League (Committee on Un- 
American Activities, Report 271, April 17, 19U7) • 

On January 13, 195k, the Committee on Un-American Activities received 
testimony from Mr* Allan E. Sloane, a writer, who stated that he had been a 
member of the Communist Party from about March of 19k3 until the summer of 
I9I4U. He referred to Mr. Hammer stein as follows: "During the middle period 
of the war, I would say in 19i*l*, there was organized an outfit called the 
Music War Committee — and I bring this up to show how it ties in with the 
cultural aspects of communism. * * # The Music War Committee was a group of 
very responsible and very well-known musicians •— a group consisting of many 
very well-known and some unknown musicians. One, for instance, was Oscar 
Hammerstein, who was chairman of the MWC. * * # Incidentally, I do not believe 
that Mr. Hammerstein could possibly have been aware that the activities of 
this little organization, which I think is a comparatively unknown front 
group, were being mostly carried on by members of the Communist Party.* * *" 
(Communist Methods of Infiltration •Entertainment, Part 1, p. 3662). 

Mrs. J. Borden Harriman 

A letterhead, dated August 6, 19W, of the American Committee for Yugo- 
slav Relief named Mrs. J* Borden Harriman as a sponsor of the organization. 
The Attorney General named the American Committee for Yugoslav Relief as a 
subversive and Communist organization, in letters to the Loyalty Review Board, 
released June 1, 19kB 9 and September 21, 19U8-. 1 BXid 2 The Committee on Un- 
American Activities cited it as a Communist front which "was actively sup- 
ported by the Daily Worker, official organ of the Coircftunist Party, U.S.A." 
(Report on the American Slav Congress and associated organizations, April 
26, 1950, p. 78). 

Mrs. Harriman was listed as a sponsor in the Call to the Congress of 
American-Soviet Friendship, held November 6-*8, 19ii3, tinder auspices of the 
National Council of American-Soviet Friendship.*^? • 1 3) a letterhead of the 
Council (dated March 13, 19hS) named Mrs. Harriman as a sponsor; also a 
memorandum issued by the Council March 18, 19 1*6. 

According to a dinner invitation entitled "The Century of the Common 
Man" (dated October 27, 19^3), Mrs. Harriman was a sponsor of the dinner, 
which was arranged under auspices of the Joint Antifascist Refugee Com- 
mittee .*(?• 13) 

Mrs. Harriman was a sponsor of United States participation in the 
World Youth Festival, neld in Prague July 20-August 17, 19k7, according to 
a "Fact Sheet" of the United States Committee. The World Youth Festival 
was arranged by the World Federation of Democratic Youth. The Committee on 
Un-American Activities, in Report No. 271, April 17* 19ii7, pp. 12 and 13, 
said: "From the outset the World Federation of Democratic Youth demonstrated 
that it was far more interested in serving as a pressure group in behalf of 
Soviet foreign policy than it was in the specif ic problems of international 
youth. '* * * So strong was the Communist domination at the London conference 
that it aroused the deepest concern of the English bishops." 
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The Report on the Southern Conference for toman Welfare*' ?• 10 ' issued 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, June 12, 19ll7> listed Mrs. J. 
Borden Harriman as a supporter of this conference (p. 111). 

A letterhead of the African Committee for Spanish Freedom, dated 
January 21, 1916, n^med Mrs. Harriman as a sponsor. The American Committee for 
Spanish Freedom was cited as Communist by the United States Attorney General 
in a letter to the Loyalty Review Board, released April 27, 19ii9. x and 2 

0. A. Knight 

0. A. Knight was listed on a letterhead of October 27, 19i*2, as a patron 
of the Congress of American-Soviet Friendship. The Call to the Congress 
(November 6-8, 19l*3) named him as a sponsor (p. ii). He was also shown to be a 
sponsor in Soviet Russia Today, December 19lt2, p. 1|2; and the Daily Worker, 
October 30, 19^3, p. $♦ The Congress of American-Soviet Friendship was cited 
as a Communist front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in 
Report 1311 of March 29, 19U*i, P* 91*. 

Mr. Knight was listed as a signer of an open letter sponsored by the 
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties*'P # 10 > tfiich denounced 
United States Attorney General Biddle's charges against Harry Bridges and the 
Communist Party (also shown in a booklet, f, 600 Prominent Americans")* 

Letterheads dated June 8, 19U3, auad January 10, 19Ui, named Mr. Knight 
as a committee member or sponsor of the Citizens 1 Victory Committee for Harry 
Bridges. In its report of March 29, I9kh 9 the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities cited that organization as a Communist front (p. 97) • 

0, A. Knight was listed as a sponsor of a dinner arranged by Soviet 
Russia Today*'P* 15) celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Red Army (Soviet 
Russia Today, April 1913, p. 31) • 

H. J. Muller 

The following is reprinted from Science, October 22, 19U8, Vol. 108, No. 
2808, p. U36: 

"The following letter, dated September 2k 9 191*8, was sent by H. J. Muller, 
of Indiana University, Nobel Prize winner and past president of the Genetics 
Society of America, to the President, the Secretary, and the Membership of 
the Academy of Sciences of the USSR: 

rt, In February 1933 the Academy of Sciences of the USSR sent me a diploma, 
signed by its venerable President, Karpinsky, and its Secretary, Volgin, 
stating that I had been elected a Corresponding Member." In accepting 
this election, I realized that it was a signal honor, inasmuch as your 
Acadenjy had a long and most distinguished tradition of scientific achieve- 
ment and integrity, and was stiU maintaining its high standards and, in 
fact, greatly expanding its valuable work. Although for nearly a decade 
I have not been sent your publications, I must presume that I am still on 
your rolls, since I have received no information to the contrary. 

" f The deep esteem in x*hich I have held your organisation in the past 
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makes it the more painful to me to inform you that I now find it neces- 
sary to sever completely iqy connection with you. The occasion for my 
doing so is the recently reported series of actions of your Presidium in 
dropping, presumably for their adherence to genetics, such notable 
scientists as your most eminent physiologist, Orbeli, and your most 
eminent student of morphogenesis, Schmalhausen, in abolishing the Labora- 
tory of Cytogenetics of your most eminent remaining geneticist, Dubinin, 
in announcing your support of the charlatan, Lysenko, whom some years ago 
you had stooped to take into your membership, and in repudiating, at his 
insistence, the principles of genetics* These disgraceful actions show 
clearly that the leaders of your Academy are no longer conducting them- 
selves as scientists, but are misusing their positions to destroy science 
for narrow political purposes, even as did many of those who posed as 
scientists in Germany under the domination of the Nazis. In both cases 
the attempt was made to set up a politically directed "science," separated 
from that of the world in general in contravention of the fact that true 
science can know no national boundaries but, as emphasized at the recent 
meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, is 
built up by the combined efforts of conscientiously and objectively 
working investigators the world over* # # *• 

» 'Under the circumstances above set forth, no self-respecting scientist, 
and more especially no geneticist, if he still retains his freedom of 
choice, can consent to have his name appear on your list. For this reason 
I hereby renounce my membership in your Academy. I do so, however, with 
the ardent hope that I may yet live to see the day when your Academy can 
begin to resume its place among truly scientific bodies* 

"'The importance of the matters here at issue — including that of the 
authoritarian control of science by politicians — is in my opinion so 
profound that I am making this letter public* ' " 

Dr. Muller appeared before the Committee on Un-American Activities in 
executive session on March 12, 1953 • Portions of his testimony were released 
to the press on March 15, 1953, and the following is quoted from the press 
release issued in that connection: 



"Dr. Muller, who has been Professor of Zoology at the University of 
Indiana since June of 19i*5. was in the Soviet Union from 1933 until 193?, 
and was associated there in the Russian Institute of Genetics* Dr. Muller 
explained that he had gone to Russia initially upon the invitation of 
Nikolai Vavilov, a Russian geneticist. Dr. Muller stated that he departed 
from Russia in March of 1937 and, in order to protect Vavilov, who might 
come under suspicion because of Muller 1 s request to depart, he obtained a 
temporary position doing research on blood transfusions in Spain. From 
there, he secured a position in the University of Edinburgh in Scotland, 

"From his experiences and association with the Russians through his 
work in Moscow, Dr. Muller stated that he considered Soviet methods 
abhorrent and said they represent an even greater danger to civilization 
than the prospects of an atomic war. He felt that although atomic war 
might mean the end of civilization and should be avoided, if possible, 
appeasement of Russia which would result in the United States being 
'dragged 1 into the Soviet system 'would be still worse than an atomic 
war, so that I think that every effort is necessary to keep up our 
defenses for that reason. 1 
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"In response to whether the Communist Party should be outlawed, Dr. Mullesr 
stated, That is a very difficult question. It seems to me that it probably 
would ma£e it harder for them. They would certainly go ahead with their 
work. They are pretty much underground anyway. I think a very good case 
could be made to justify the conspiratorial nature and the violent nature 
of their policies and when outlawed, they would have to act with much 
greater care. It might put hindrances in their way. 1 

"Dr. Muller was questioned at length by the Committee as to the advisa- 
bility of Communists teaching in American institutions. He was asked 
specifically if he considered that a Communist could teach free science. 
He stated, «... If I were a Communist and teaching genetics, it would be 
disastrous for science and the same would be time of psychiatry and psy- 
chology, for instance. That would be true of many fields; that would be 
true of the law of social sciences and the law of literature. That is 
quite true, yes. I believe in tolerance in general, but I think we cannot 
be too tolerant of intolerance. Commwnism is the most intolerant thing 
there is. 1 " 

Lewis Mumford 

A letterhead of the Medical Bureau, American Friends of Spanish Democ- 
racy, dated Noverfber 18, 1936, named Lewis Mumford as a member of that 
organisation. New Masses (January 5> 1937* P» 31) named him as a member of 
the General Committee of the organization. He was sponsor and guest of honor 
of a Send-Off Dinner for the Ambulance Corps, March 16, 1937, arranged by 
the American Artists and Writers Committee, Medical Bureau, American Friends 
of Spanish Democracy (New Masses, March 16, 1937, p» 26). He was a member of 
the Board of Directors of the American Society for Technical Aid to Spanish 
Democracy (New Masses, January 26, 1937* p. 32). The same information appeared 
in New Masses on February 16, 1937* p* 28, and on a letterhead of the group 
dated February 19, 1937. 

During 1937 and 1938, the Communist Party campaigned for the support of 
the Spanish Loyalist cause, organizing so-called relief groups and recruiting 
men. Among the groups organized at that time was the American Friends of 
Spanish Democracy (Report 1311 of the Special Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties dated March 29* 19hk)* In the same report, the Special Committee cited 
the American Society for Technical Aid to Spanish Democracy as a Communist 
front. 

A booklet entitled "Children in Concentration Camps 11 (back cover) lists 
the name of Lewis Mumford as a sponsor of the Spanish Refugee Relief Cam- 
paign *(P* lij ) publishers of the booklet. 

Mr. fftimford issued an individual statement, urging the Government to 
lift the embargo on the sale of arms to Spain, which was published in the 
pamphlet "These Americans Say: 'Lift the Embargo Against Republican Spain 1 " 
(p* h)$ prepared and published by the Coordinating Committee to Lift the 
Embargo, which was cited as one of a number of front organizations set up 
during the Spanish Civil War by the Communist Party in the United States, 
and through which the party carried on a great deal of agitation (Special Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, report of March 29* I9HI4, pp. 137 and 138) . 
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In a prospectus and review released by the Lawyers Committee on American 
Relations with Spain, soon after President Roosevelt's 1939 annual message to 
Congress. Lewis Mumford was named as one of those who "either spoke at the 
banquet (preceding a two*day Conference to Lift the Embargo), or delivered 
papers to the Conference #" Mr. Mumford was identified in that source as a 
member of the Board of Higher Education of the City of New York. 

'When it was the policy of the Communist Party to organize much of its 
main propaganda around the civil war in Spain" the Lawyers Committee on 
American Relations with Spain, a "Communist lawyers 1 front organization" 
supported this movement (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report 
1311, March 29, 19W*, pp. 168 and 169). 

"In 1935 (April 26-27), there was proposed a national convention of 
American revolutionary writers. The call for the convention was signed by 
Earl Browder (national secretary of the Communist Party), • . . Lewis 
Mumford. 

"The Call stated that the League of American Writers would be affiliated 
with the International Union of Revolutionary Writers, as was the John Reed 
Club. The Call further stated there was need for a further organization of 
revolutionary writers to convince the people of the necessity of the struggles 
against capitalism and for the institution of Marxism, as well as to fight 
•Fascist tendencies 1 in the United States* 

'•The Congress of American Revolutionary Writers was held on April 26, 
1935, at Mecca Temple, New York City. The League of American Writers was 
born there ♦ • ." Lewis Mumford was elected to the National Council of the 
League* (Material submitted to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
by Mr. Walter 3. Steele in connection with his testimony, August 17, 1938, 
public hearings, pages 561 and 562.) 

The Congress of American Revolutionary Writers was cited as subversive 
and Communist by the Attorney General, in letters to the Loyalty Review Board, 
released December k$ 19^7, and September 21, 19li8* and 2 

The Daily Worker of April 30, 1935 * announced that Mr. Mumford was a 
member of the national committee of the League of American Writers.'*'? • 1-W 
The Bulletin of the League Xp« 7) listed him as a member of that organisation. 
New Masses for May h 9 1937, p* 25, revealed that an invitation had been issued 
for a National Writers' Congress to be held in New York City, June k-6, 1937* 
The Congress was the second biennial gathering of the League of American 
Writers. The name of Lewis Mumford appeared in the list of persons who signed 
the invitation. 

Lewis Mumford was a member of the National Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners, as shown on a letterhead of that organization dated 
October 31, 1935* The Committee was cited as subversive and Communist by the 
Attorney General, who stated that it was "substantially equivalent to Inter- 
national Labor Defense, legal arm of the Communist Party * * * (it) caters to 
financially and socially prominent liberals * * * the cases selected for 
defense, so far as known, have without exception, been those of Communists or 
cases publicized by the Communist Party. * * * In January 1938 its name was 
changed to the National Committee for People's flights" (Congressional Record, 
September 2U, 19i*2, p. 7686; letters to Loyalty Review Board, released Decem- 
ber li, 19itf, and September 21, 19M5). Qn ^ 2 The organization was cited by the 
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Special Committee on Un-American Activities as a Communist f ront . (reports of 
June 25, 19ii2, p. 20; March 2?, 19Mi, pp. 1|8 and 182). 

Mr* Mumford was a member (1938) of the National Committee for People ! s 
Rights (letterhead of the organization dated July 13, 1938; a leaflet entitled 
"News lou Don't Get," dated November 15, 1938)* The Attorney General stated 
that in changing its name from the National Committee for the Defense of 
Political Prisoners to the National Committee for Peopled Rights, the organisa- 
tion made no substantial change in its set-up or functions (Congressional Record, 
September 2li, 19l*2, p. 7686). The Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
reported that "the organization under its new name remained entirely under the 
control of the Communist Party" (reports of June 25, 19ii2, p. 20; March 29, 
19Ui, pp. bB and 182). In Report No. 1115, September 2, 19h7 (p. 3), the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities stated that it was among a "maze of organiza- 
tions" which were "spawned for the alleged purpose of defending civil liber- 
ties in general but actually intended to protect Communist subversion from 
any penalties under the law." 

Simon W» Gerson was appointed confidential assistant to Stanley M. 
Isaacs, borough president of Manhattan, New York City, in February 1938, and 
in the light of Gerson 1 s record as an active Communist, the appointment aroused 
a storm of public criticism; later court action was taken for his dismissal 
and he was compelled to resign in September 19i*0. The Communist Party then 
organized a campaign in defense of Gerson 1 s appointment. The Daily Worker 
of March h $ 1938, published a letter addressed to Mr. Isaacs, commending his 
stand in "refusing to dismiss Gerson as 'an example of justified resistance 
to a wholly unjustified prejudice against a competent man because of political 
beliefs. 1 " Lewis Mumford was one of the "1$ outstanding progressives in City" 
who signed the letter. 

Testifying before the Committee on Un-American Activities in July 19i*7, 
Mr. Walter S. Steele said; "The dynamo of the foreign angle of Red front 
propaganda and agitational activity in the United States in opposition to the 
American foreign policy in South America is the Council for Pan-American 
Democracy. The Council has reflected the Soviet and Comrcunist Party line as 
it affects Soviet interests in South America. It attempted to force a change 
in our policies which may have been considered contrary to those of the Soviet 
• • . The Council has agitated for the freedom of Puerto Rico and for a 
break in relations with Argentina. In the latter fight, the Council circu- 
lated a petition signed by . . . Lewis Mumford" (p. 136 of the testimony) • 
The Council for Pan-American Democracy (or Conference on Pan-American Democracy) 
was cited as subversive and Communist by the United States Attorney General 
(press releases of June 1 and September 21, 19U8). 1 and 2 The Special Com- 
mittee, in its report of March 29, 19l4i, pp. 161 and l6h$ cited the organiza- 
tion as a Communist front which defended Carlos Luiz Prestes, a Brazilian 
Communist leader and former member of the executive comrdttee of the Com- 
munist International. 

Alexander Trachtenberg, secretary and treasurer, International Pub~ 
lishers, testified before the Special Committee in September 1939, that 
Lewis Mumford was a member of the Advisory Council of the Book Union (public 
hearings, Volume 7, p. 14928). The Special Committee, in its report of March 
29, 19U*, cited the Book Union as "distributors of Coiranunist literature." 
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Mr. Mumford was contributing editor of New Masses in 1927 (see New 
Masses for September 1927, p» 23, and October 1927, p# 3)* New Masses was 
cited as a Communist periodical by the Attorney General (Congressional Record, 
September 2li, 19i*2, p. 7688) . The Special Committee on Un-American Activities 
cited it as being a "nationally circulated weekly journal of the Communist 
Party * # * whose ownership was vested in the American Fund for Public Service" 
/Garland Fund7 (report of March 29, 19^4, pp« U8 and 75; also cited in reports 
of January 3, 1939, p# 80; and June 25, 191*2, pp. U and 21) . 

As shown on a mimeographed sheet attached to a letterhead of the American 
Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom,*(P # ?) dated January 17, 
19ii0, Mr. Mumford signed a petition sponsored by that organization* 

Mr. Mumford signed a statement of the American League for Peace and 
Democracy*(P* «) on the international situation (Mew Masses, March 15, 1938, 
p. 19) • He contributed to Fight magazine (official organ of the American 
League Against War and Fascism, predecessor of ALPD) for February 1939, ?• 22. 



The Daily Worker of January 19, 1953, p# 3, reported that "Repeal of 
the McCarran •Internal Security 1 Act was urged in an Open Letter signed by 
89 educators, religious leaders and professional people and released yester- 
day. The Open Letter, sent to members of the 83d Congress by a group of 
initiators and sponsors of the National Committee to Repeal the McCarran Act, 
declares that enforcement of this law •has caused serious infringements of 
the Bill of Rights, and has added materially to the atmosphere of repression 
and hysteria." Lewis Mumford, Amenia, N. Y., was listed as a signer of the 
Open Letter * 

One Louis Mumford, author, was named as a signer of a cable of protest 
addressed to President Vargas of Brazil, in defense of Luiz Carlos Prestes 
(see p. 23 of this report), as shown in the Daily Worker, February 13, 1937, 
p. 2. 
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Harry A. Over street 

Prof. H. A. Overstreet, C.C.N. Y., was a member of the New York Com? 
mittee of the American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom*' P* 
as shown pn letterheads dated September 22, 1939, and December 1, 1939* Prof. 
Overstreet was named as a signer of a petition of the organization (mimeo- 
graphed sheet attached to letterhead dated January 17, 19i*0), and was a spon- 
sor of a Citizens 1 Rally held April 13, 19i*0, by the organization in New York 
City (leaflet) . 

The Daily Worker of August 10, 1950, ?• 5, reported that Prof. Harry A. 
Overstreet signed a statement against denaturalization issued by the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Born*'P* 9) an £ directed to the President 
of the United States. 

A public statement of the American Coxraaittee to Save Refugees**?* <^ 
was signed by H. A. Overstreet, as shown by & leaflet entitled "For the 
Rescue of Refugees," published by the organization. 
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Prof. Overstreet was named as a member of the Committee of the American 
Friends of Spanish Democracy*'?* 21 ' on a letterhead dated February 21, 1938$ 
also in testimony of Walter S. Steele in public hearings before the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, August 17, 1938 (p. 569 of the hearings) . 
He was also a Committee Member of the Medical Bureau, American Friends of 
Spanish Democracy (letterhead of November 18, 1936$ New Masses, January 5, 1937, 
p. 3D. 

The D$ily Worker of February 13, 1939, p» 2, named Harry A, Overstreet 
as a member of the Descendants of the American Revolution. A pamphlet, "Des- 
cendants of the American Revolution," named him as a sponsor of the organiza- 
tion (back page). The Special Committee on Un-American Activities cited the 
Descendants of the American Revolution as a "Communist-front organization set 
up as a radical imitation of the Daughters of the American Revolution. The 
Descendants have uniformly adhered to the line of the Communist Party. * * * 
The educational director # # # is one Howard Selsam, an instructor at the 
Communist Party's workers School in New York" (report of June 25, 19U2, pp. 
18 and 19) . 

A circular entitled "and tell the folks that I'll be home if . . ." 
reveals tliat Harry A. Overstreet endorsed the drive of the Friends of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade to bring the wounded boys home. ^Fhe citation of 
American Friends of Spanish Democracy*^* "•' also applies to Friends of 
the Abraham Lincoln Brigade^ 

H. A. Overstreet was listed as a signer of the January 192*3 Message of 
the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties*^* 10 ' addressed to the 
U. S. House of Representatives. He was identified as Professor Emeritus of 
Philosophy, College of the City of New York? Lecturer, New York School for 
Social Research, New York, No Y. 

It was reported in the October 9$ 19hk$ issue of The New York Times 
(p. 12) that Prof. Overstreet was a signer of an open letter to Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey requesting a pardon for Morris U. Schappes. The letter was 
sponsored by the Schappes Defense Committee, which was cited as a "front 
organization with a strictly Communist objective, namely, the defense of a 
self -admitted Communist who was convicted of perjury in the courts of New 
York." Mr* Schappes was "on the teaching staff of the College of the City 
of Wew York for a period of 13 years. In 1936 his superior on the college 
faculty refused to recommend him for reappointment. This action led to 
prolonged agitation by the Communist Party" (Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report 1311> March 29* 19iUi, p» 71) • The organization was cited 
as Communist by the U. S. Attorney General in a letter to the Loyalty Review 
Board, April 27, 19U9* 1 and 2 



"Children in Concentration Camps" (back cover) reveals that Pro 
Overstreet was a sponsor of the Spanish Refugee Relief Campaignf 'P* ^ 
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Dr* Overstreet and his wife, Bonaro W. Overstreet, wrote to the chair- 
man of this coiraittee under date of May 28, 1953, requesting that they be fur- 
nished with "a list of the materials on file" with the committee "that appear 
to show a connection, on the part of either * * * with communist or communist 
front organisations*" The letter continued* "We wish to reply and explain as 
best we can all alleged connections * If the committee feels that it is neces- 
sary, we would like to appear before the committee and testify under oath as to 
the nature of any of our activities in which the committee may be interested*" 

After a report had been sent to Dr* and Mrs* Overstreet, the chairman of 
this committee received the following Communication: 

Harry A* Overstreet 
R* F. D. 2 
Bennington, Vermont 
July 21, 1953 

Honorable Harold H* Velde 
House of Representatives 
Congress of the United States 
Washington, D* C* 

Dear Mr. Velde, 

Thank you for sending me the material from the files of your 
Committee* I am here making such report to you and your Committee 
as I am able to make on the basis of materials now available to "me* 
I hope it will serve to clarify my position* 

If your Committee decides* after weighing my report, that a 
hearing is in order, I shall be happy to appear and answer further 
questions to the best of my ability* Also I will welcome the chance 
to testify under oath that I have never been a Communist nor have I 
knowingly given aid or comfort to any Communist group that has been 
invading our American system* 

I know that your Committee calendar must be crowded, and I hesi- 
tate to ask any special consideration* But if a hearing is deemed 
advisable, could it be scheduled before the end of September ~> 
preferably during the first half of September? We are to report for 
work at the University of Michigan at the beginning of October; and 
from there on through the Fall, I would not be able to appear in 
Washington without interrupting the plans of other people besides 
igyself* Hence, I will be grateful for a September hearing if your 
Committee wishes me to appear* 

Thank you again for your consideration in this matter* 



(signed) 



Sincerely, 

H* A* Overstreet 

H* A* Overstreet 
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INFORMATION FOR THE COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES 

Dates July 21, 1953 

Submitted to; Honorable Harold H. Velde 
Submitted by: Harry A* Overstreet 

Before attempting to explain any of the specific items concerning 
my past affiliations, as these have been listed for me by your Committee, 
I would like to make certain initial statements that seem to me to be to 
the point. 

The first of these I want to make as definitively as I can: namely, 
that I am not now and never have been a Communist or a sympathizer with 
Communist tactics or philosophy in this country* I specify fl in this 
country 11 only in the interests of complete accuracy) for at the time of 
the Russian Revolution, I, like many other citizens of the free world, 
had a brief hope, soon to be dispelled, that Russia might be finding its 
way through revolution to democracy* So I suppose I had "sympathy" for 
Communism at that time, not as a movement in any measure relevant to our 
western needs, but as a possible first step away from the older despotism 
in Russia itself. In any event, in the sense in which we now by common 
agreement make the statement, I have never been a Communist or a Com- 
munist sympathizer j nor have I ever knowingly helped a movement or 
organization that had communist aims. I would welcome a chance to make 
this statement under oath if your Committee, after considering this 
report of mine, should feel that a hearing was in order. 

In the second place, I would like to explain why I have asked for 
a copy of the list, and for a hearing if such seems necessary, at this 
time and not before. Stupid as this may make me appear, I simply did not 
know until two days before I sent n$r letter of request to Mr. Velde that 
I could make this type of request. For over a year now, because of the 
listing, wy wife and I have both been subjected to attack by various 
individual citizens and unofficial groups, and a number of efforts have 
been made to prevent our carrying through our speaking engagements. We 
have tried to the best of our ability to explain items on the list to the 
groups that have brought up the issue; but we did not know that the normal 
and reasonable thing to do was to turn to your Committee for information 
and a possible hearing. So we fumbled along as best we could: not too 
badly, since no engagement has been cancelled in spite of heavy pressure 
brought to bear, in a number of instances, on the sponsoring groups. In 
late May, however, because of painful experiences in California and of 
objections to future dates scheduled for us in Arizona, we decided to go 
to Washington on our way across country to try to talk over our problem 
with our California Senators and with the FBI. (We had already gone to the 
FBI in San Francisco and had felt much helped by our two interviews with 
them). On our first day in Washington, Mr. George Wilson, administrative 
assistant to Senator Knowland, took us and our problem firmly and generously 
in hand and told us what we wish we had known long ago. As a result, we 
descended upon Mr. Thomas Beale — and continued to get our tardy political 
education. Thanks to his patience and guidance, we saw at last what we 
should be doing about the whole matter. Hence, our request to Mr. Velde, 
and through him to the Committee as a whole: to the effect that we be given 
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as prompt a chance as possible to. clear up this baffling situation . 

In the third place, may I say how I have come to feel about this 
experience of being "listed*" When the whole method of lists based on 
past affiliations first entered the American scene, I felt that it 
represented a form of retroactive judgment that went profoundly counter 
to. our traditions. Also, I felt that hearings — as I first read of 
them — were an unfair device for trying people in the court of public 
opinion and that they often flouted the elements of calm justice. I 
know, moreover, from the personal experience of my wife and myself 
during this past year that there is still such a widespread misunder- 
standing of what a list signifies that great injustice can be done at 
the local level even where none is intended at the official level* 
However, I must strongly say that I have corns to believe that the past 
affiliations of an individual — even myself I — - are relevant in our 
efforts to deal with as insidious an enesay as Communism and that your 
Committee has every right to treat them as relevant. I cannot, there- 
fore, feel abused or victimized by the requirement that I speak up and 
explain as best I can why I got myself tangled up, however innocently or 
tenuously, with dubious individuals or groups. I say this only because 
I want you to know that I am not resenting the necessity I am under of 
trying to explain my past. I know that I have never intended to give 
aid or comfort to Communism. I cannot, however, expect your Committee — 
or even, I suppose, local groups ~ automatically to know that fact. 
And I must say one thing further: knowing that I myself, on more than 
one occasion, have signed a petition or let my name be used on a letterhead 
only because I saw on the sponsoring list the name of someone I trusted — 
and whom I assumed to be better informed than myself — I also know, to my 
profound sorrow, that my own name thereafter may have become a reason 
why yet other unsuspecting people signed. It does not give me satis?* 
faction, you may be sure, to feel that I may have thus brought support to 
Communist causes or put innocent people on the spot. I think that all of 
us who have made mistakes in judgment and affiliation in the past have 
something better to do than angrily to try to justify them and prove them 
unimportant ~ f or we simply have no way of knowing how important they may 
have been. 

Mow I must try to make certain covering statements about my life and 
work. During the 1930s -» up to my retirement from the College of the 
City of New York, in 1939 — I was practically carrying two full-time 
jobs: my regular work at the College as teacher and Head of the Department 
of Philosophy and Psychology; and adult education work on the outside. This 
latter had become, almost without my intending it, and largely because of 
heavy demands for such work during the depression yeaye, a second major 
occupation. Then, too, of course, I was trying to get my own writing done. 
The result of this was that I attended very few meetings of any kind — . 
almost none except those of vay professional associations; that I was far 
less active in relation to citizen problems than I felt I should be; that 
I rarely studied appeals that came to me with any detailed attention; and 
that I often looked for quick clues to help me decide when I should send 
donations or let my name be used. I was profoundly aware during those 
years of our own economic problems and was trying both to think them 
through as best I could and to give help where I could to those who had 
been caught in the disaster. I was also profoundly aware of the rising 
menace of fascism. But I was not in any equal measure aware of communist 
infiltration. For one thing, communism — • a form of revolution stemming 
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from a country that had never known western civilization ~- seemed to me 
like a movement that could never in the world get a toehold in this country. 
I knew there were communists, of course • I had some of them in ray classes 
occasionally. But they seemed to me like "fringe" characters «— noisy, 
unrealistic idealists or boringly dogmatic economic determinists — who 
could never carry weight in America. I did not fear their influence as 
I feared that of fascism. Hence, when appeals came to me that seemed in 
line with our tradition of humanitarianismi I had little or no suspicion 
that they might be tainted by communism. 

I would make one exception here — in the case of an organization not 
on your present listing: namely, the Teachers Union. I cannot recall even 
there that I really understood the tactics of communist infiltration. I 
did know, however, since I attended several meetings of that group, that 
there was an obstructionist minority at work. Hence, I withdrew my member- 
ship — as did many others — and became one of the early members of the 
Teachers Guild. (My cancelled checks appear to show that I withdrew from 
the Union in 1935 and joined the Guild immediately thereafter, oarly in 
1936). I offer this only as evidence that I did not go along with communist 
tactics — and that I disliked them, and repudiated them, even when I did 
not fully understand them. 

I am sure that another factor, also, played in on ny thinking at that 
time* As you know, of course, the student body at City College was over- 
whelmingly Jewish. Also, it was overwhelmingly made up of students who 
came from homes where poverty was a day by day experience. I knew something 
of what individual students suffered (hiring the depression, and I felt a 
strong loyalty to them for their efforts to get an education. While I knew 
that there were a few communists among them, I also knew that the vast 
majority were not communists — and I grew terribly weary of hearing people 
call the College a place made up of Communist Jews. You know the blanket 
charges that were leveled against it: charges which, if they had been true, 
would have made a non-communist a rarity on the campus, and would have made 
a non-communist Jew anywhere something of a rarity. I resented all this — 
and I cannot say for sure to what extent my resentment against it delayed 
my becoming aware of the real menace of communism. 

That I was not myself favoring communism, however, is I think suggested 
by the fact that on pages 235-236 of my book, A UECLARATION OP INTERIEPMDENC^ 
which was published by the W. W. Norton Company in 1937, I wrote, *This • • • 
would seem to be the direction that is most compatible with our American 
spirit and tradition. Neither communism nor fascism can be other than 
tragic in the American scene. Each is a form of organization that eliminates 
something that is essential to our traditional wishes and ways of doing 
things. Each falls in more nearly with the traditions in which a high degree 
of autocracy and regimentation have been pretty continuously in evidence. 
The American is an incurable individualist. He can realize the need for 
governmental control, but he must also have a wide range for his ingenuity 
and initiative. Any form of social organization that proceeds to regiment 
him under an unlimited authority will be met by bitter and persistent 
opposition. 

"America, in short, must, in its economic development, go the American 
way." 
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The years since my retirement from the College have been "nomadic." 
While we maintained our New York apartment until 1949* and spent some 
small part of each year there — sometimes only six or eight weeks of the 
year — our work increasingly took us over the country* During the war 
years we were on the road lecturing a large part of the time, or were 
engaged on short term adult education projects. Since 1946, we have 
spent an increasing amount of time on Extension work for various uni- 
versities: Michigan, Alabama, and California chiefly. Even more 
emphatically, therefore, than when I was at the College I have been a 
non- joiner of organizations or a non-attender of meetings. Where I have 
tried to serve as a Board member — as at Town Hall, New York, for many 
years -- I have been almost a total loss, and have finally resigned, 
knowing toy own uselessness* Except on a very few occasions in adult 
education groups I have not been in on policy making. This "nomadic** life 
an exceedingly busy one, again, and conducted without secretarial hqlp 
except for one or two brief periods — has militated against accurate 
checking up on groups, or attending groups, or keeping respectable 
records. So again I have to admit that I have, in my joinings — at least 
until very recent years — acted on cursory information. But also I have 
never been an active member, or a policy making member, of any one of the 
groups that appear to have been mistakes. 

My writings have been in three fields, all overlapping: philosophy, 
adult education, and personal psychology (the psychology of human 
relations). The last of these has increasingly absorbed my time. Such 
comment as I have made in writing about political matters has been inci- 
dental to analyses in social philosophy or psychology. Not until recent 
years have I made any frequent reference to the nature and threat of 
communism — for the reason noted earlier: that it was not on my mind as 
our chief enemy. Consistently, however, I have stated and restated my 
confidence in our American way of life as a way of life conducive to 
sound individual growth and sound human relations. No totalitarian system 
could possibly provide for its citizens the conditions of sound growth 
that I have repetitively called for as essential. 

My lecturing has also been in the philosophical and psychological 
fields. Increasingly it has focussed on the psychology of human rela- 
tions* I would say that the groups to which I have spoken most consist- 
ently in recent years — and indeed all the years in which I have done 
public lecturing ~ have been the various town halls of the country; 
Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences; Columbia Institute of Arts and 
Sciences; Town Hall, New York; church groups; public forums j PTA con- 
ventions and workshops; various business groups; and mental health asso- 
ciations. In addition, my wife and I together have taught a number of 
six and eight week courses — chiefly in Detroit, under the sponsorship^ 
of the University of Michigan Extension Division. On four different 
occasions, for example, we have taught such courses for the top manage- 
ment group of the Detroit Edison Company — courses in human relations. 
Similar courses we have given twice for the Michigan Bell Telephone 
Company — also for the top management group. We have given one such 
course for the Detroit Institute of Banking and have on hand an invita- 
tion to give another as soon as we can find room in our schedule for a 
six-week period. We have done a number of shorter jobs — single 
lectures and institutes for other business groups: this past Spring, for 
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example, in California, we spoke to the Northern California Association of 
"Training Directors and also to the supervisors of research and personnel 
people of the California Research Corporation (an affiliate of Standard 
Oil). We have also increasingly worked in family life institutes — 
usually sponsored by University extension divisions* This coming Fall we 
are scheduled again for the University of Michigan and the University of 
Alabama, dividing the time after October 1st between the two. Again I 
would emphatically say that the type of human development and human rela«* 
tionship that we try to clarify and emphasize in all our lectures is of a 
sort that simply could not exist in any totalitarian system: that communism 
is incompatible with it seems to me to go almost without saying* 

So far as my general accumulation of memberships and donations through 
the years is concerned, I think 1 would like to make such clarifying com- 
ment as I can — for I feel sure that your Committee is trying to shape up 
a proportioned picture of my activities as a whole. I am not in any sense 
trying to say that such mistakes as I have made have not been mistakes; but 
I cannot help feeling that they have been rather few, through the years, 
considering the range and character of my interests, the difficulty that any 
lay citizen is under in trying to appraise the nature !of an appeal that 
comes to him and that seems legitimate, and my own frankly hurried and 
haphazard relationships to. groups.* Since I have always felt nyself to be a 
rarely fortunate human being in many respects, I have, in a sort of habit- 
ual gratitude, tried to donate where I could and to lend my support to 
causes that have seemed to me to protect others 1 rights or to extend their 
opportunities for growth* I won f t inflict upon you any total list; but I 
do not think it irrelevant that since January 1950 ray wife and I have 
belonged to or donated to more than eighty different organizations* (We 
ran through this list hurriedly with Mr* Beale in his office •«* and as I 
recall, there were two out of the eighty-odd about which he had doubts: The 
League for Industrial Democracy and Workers Defense League* The others all 
seemed to be all right.) The largest single group, of course, are standard 
help-giving organizations* Many are professional. If, however, we take 
the size of donations as a criterion of interest — and I suppose it is as 
good as any I can offer — and if we rule out donations to our own church 
building fund and to a couple of other church building funds in which we 
had a personal interest (one Episcopal; one Catholic) and a few other 
special appeals from church organizations and publications, it appears that 
the institutions to which we have donated the most during this period have 
been the following: 

C.A.R.E. (far more than any other) 
Save-the-Children Federation 
Iron Curtain Refugee Committee 
Foster Parents Plan for War Children 
New York Council for Adult Education 
Boston Center for Adult Education 
United Negro College Fund 
International Rescue Committee 
Hospitalized Veterans Music Service 
Wiltwyck School for Boys 
Menninger Psychiatric Foundation 

Also on the list are American Committee for a United Europe, Christian 
Children 1 s Fund, American Association for the United Nations, Free 
Chinese Literature Foundation, Near East Foundation, American Foundation 
for Overseas Blind, Aid for Refugee Chinese Intellectuals. 
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So much for background. Now I will try to give such explanations I 
can about the special groups and petitions on your list. I am sorry that 
I am going to have to be sketchy. I have virtually no relevant records 
except cancelled checks. Not having had an office except in my own horn 
for more than a dozen years now, having my possessions haphazardly divided 
between the Vermont farm and the California house, not having secretarial 
help, and most of all, not having expected ever to need to know about my 
own past, I simply have not kept any complete files -* and worse yet, have 
periodically cleaned out my files by throwing away vast quantities of 
what seemed useless matter. The result is that, even with the best of 
intentions, I have not been able to dig up even a relevant letterhead -~ 
so I am going to have to rely on checks and memory, and hope that you 
will know that I am doing the best I can to be accurate. (Perhaps specific 
questions put to me at a tearing would enable me to speak more precisely 
to your own points, if you decide that such a hearing is advisable). 

There are two definite statements I can make that would apply to all 
the organizations involved: first, that I did not know at the time of my 
affiliation that I was serving Communist ends by lending my name or by 
becoming a member; and second, that I was never an active or policy-making 
member. There is only one instance in which I can recall even attending a 
meeting — • and I will speak of that later: Descendants of the American 
Revolution. 

American Committee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom : 

I can say nothing about the content of the materials sent me by this 
organization; the specific nature of the request to which I responded with 
permission to use my name; or the purpose of the Citizens 1 Rally of April 
13, 1940. At this late date, I simply do not know what it was all about. 
I believe, however, that this was the Committee of which Professor Franz 
Boas was Chairman. If that is the case, then this was one of the instances 
where I lent my name because of other names. While I did not know Pro- 
fessor Boas well, we had served together, as I recall, on the faculty of an 
adult education workshop at Mills College in 192?. (I am more sure of this 
date than I usually am, because that workshop was one of the first to be 
conducted after the forming of the American Association for Adult Education 
in 1926.) My impression of Professor Boas at that time — though I can- 
not recall his specific contribution — was that of a man deeply devoted 
to democratic principles. Through the years after that I heard, of course, 
of his work and his activities «> and they seemed always to command the 
highest respect on the part of those with whom I talked. I knew that some 
individuals and groups had attacked his studies of race; but almost all 
anthropologists face some such attack if their science does not stress race 
differences and give comfort to those who believe in theories of racial 
superiority. Hence, it would not have occurred to me to interpret these 
attacks as a reason for doubting Professor Boas*s scientific integrity 
or democratic conviction. As a fellow member of the teaching profession, 
I held him in regard; and I would have responded almost automatically and 
with complete confidence to an appeal from him or a group of which he was 
Chairman. I think there were also a number of other names on the list 
that I accepted as reason enough for lending my name: as a kind of guaran- 
tee that the cause was a good cause. 
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I note that the earliest date given for ray name on this letterhead 
was September 22, 1939; and that the last date mentioned in connection 
with the group (the date of the Citizens 1 Rally) is April 13, 1940. That 
was the first year of ray retirement from C.C.N.Y. I did my last teaching 
in the Spring term of 1939, and my retirement became official in September 
1939. My wife and I took on for that first year a project as research 
associates for the American Association for Adult Education. As this 
involved a study of community leadership over the country, (a study 
eventually published as a small book called LEADERS FOR ADULT EDUCATION, 
1941) we were in New York very little that year. So far as I can recall — - 
and I think I can be quite certain of this ~ I was never present at any 
meeting of the Committee, nor in any relationship to its work close enough 
to make me suspect communist influence upon its activities. I probably 
would not have suspected it anyway unless it was fairly obvious; for as I 
noted earlier, I was not on the lookout for such influence in those years. 
I was not present, I can be sure, at the Citizens 1 Rally. We were not in 
New York in April of that year, I am certain? and in any event, a mass 
rally is one of the things I would be least likely to attend, 

I note that the Committee was cited as a Communist front organization 
in 1942 — two years after this. I do not know whether this means that 
it was such a "front" group from the beginning, or that it became so 
through infiltration. I only know I did not suspect any communist lean- 
ings. I wish I could be more specific about the matter. I find no can- 
celled check to show a donation to the Committee's work. 

American Committee for Protection of Foreign Bom s 

So far as I know my only contact with this group was as indicated on 
your list: I signed a statement against denaturalization. I would not 
have recalled the date of this, but your material gives it as 1950. So 
far as I know, this was a petition that simply came to me by mail and that 
seemed convincing in the light of my own concern at that time about what 
it might mean to initiate a policy of denaturalization. I do not pretend 
that I was well informed on the subject; but what I had read made me feel 
that there were grave risks involved ~ that the policy could lead to one, 
in time of political stress, in which naturalized citizens who happened 
to represent an unpopular point of view could be made to feel less secure 
than native born citizens with the same point of view. As I have under- 
stood the matter, a citizen is a citizen -*• and the faot of his having 
come to citizenship by the road of naturalization instead of birth is not 
intended to leave him in any measure an "outsider* 1 or a person who is only 
tentatively accepted. It seemed to me that a naturalized citizen — 
like one who was native born ~ would be subject to all laws against 
treason, subversion, and conspiracy and that there was no need to under- 
mine the general confidence of naturalized citizens by making special 
provision to take care of subversion in their ranks. I was not informed 
about the nature or other activities of the American Committee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born, so far as I know. I may have received other 
appeals from it on other subjects. I do not recall having responded to 
them. (We do not have our second class mail forwarded to us from Vermont 
during the months when we are in California, nor from California during 
the months when we are in Vermont. The result is that twice a year — 
once at each end — we encounter great stacks of it; go through it 
hurriedly; discard most of it; and become so swiftly absorbed in current 
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materials that we never get back to the old ones. Scores of appeals, leaf*- 
lets, mimeographed sheets, etc. thus go into the discard unread — and I can- 
not tell, actually, whether or not materials from this Committee have been 
recurrent arrivals.) 

I note that it was listed as subversive a number of years before I 
signed the petition and that the fact of its subversive character was 
given to the press in 1948 — two years before , I wish I could say whether 
or not I made note of this fact at the time ~ but I can't. In any event, 
the name would not have rung in my mind at the time the appeal came; for it 
was not an organization with which I had had any contact that would par- 
ticularly make me notice its adverse listing* 

American Committee to Save Refugees : 

This is another case of a statement that was sent to me that seemed, 
at least on the surface, authentic and convincing. I think I was never in 
any sense a member of this organization and I cannot make any informed 
statement about its policies. I know that I did not intentionally support 
a Communist group — even though this group appears to have been listed as 
far back as March 1944. My wife and I both, unless we see some good reason 
not to do so, tend to contribute to refugee relief. 1 do not find the 
evidence of cancelled checks to show that we donated in this case; but it 
would not have surprised me to discover such checks. Through the years ~- 
as you can guess from the organizations to which we are currently con- 
tributing — we have responded to a large number of appeals that had to do 
somehow with the relief of refugees; for it seems to us exceedingly hard for 
people with a roof over their heads not to respond to appeals for those who 
have none. We have rot checked — have not been in a position to check ~ 
the inner policies of all these groups. The overwhelming majority of them 
appear to have been all right. If we were to set down all organizations of 
all kinds to which we have given support during the last fifteen years or 
so, I suppose the three types that would stand far at the top, numerically 
speaking, would be thos? designed to give relief to refugees, the physic 
cally handicapped (particularly the blind), and the orphaned (or otherwise 
underprivileged children) . I regret any mistake through which I have how- 
ever indirectly aided a Communist cause; but I do not find that this par- 
ticular mistake seems in my own mind a strange one for me to have made. 

American Friends of Spanish Democracy; Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade : 

I supported both of these groups in complete faith that they were anti- 
fascist and pro-democratic. Even at this distance, it seems to me that the 
sorts of materials through which they presented their case would have con- 
vinced anyone who was not more conscious than most of us were at that time 
of Communist infiltration. I was not an active member. I do not think I 
ever attended any meeting. Certainly I was never involved as a policy maker. 
But I must confess that I came to only a tardy and reluctant conviction that 
they were not what I and a great many other sincere Americans had believed 
them to be. 

# # # 
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Descendants of the American Revolution : 

This is one organization about which I have specific memories — 
though not detailed ones* I recall — and my wife confirms me in this 
memory — that a committee called upon me at our apartment at the time 
when the Descendants were going to be formed* I do not remember the 
names of those on this committee: they were strangers, and I never came 
to know them well enough for the names to stick. They presented the 
case for an organization of descendants of the American Revolution that 
would be more liberal in its policies than the Sons and Daughters usually 
have been. They indicated, as I recall -~ and indicated convincingly — 
certain liberal and humanitarian faiths characteristic of the founding 
fathers that were hot finding adequate modern expression through the 
programs and policies of the Sons and Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Although I have not had any particular interest in genealogy or in groups 
based on the activities of ancestors, I have had a natural pride in the 
fact that I seem to have had Revolutionary forebears; and as I had never 
belonged to any group that specifically honored this background and sought 
to continue its tradition, I responded with interest to the type of pro- 
gram this committee outlined — and said Yes, I would be a member. (I find 
a cancelled check for $2, dated Way 6, 1938, as the only financial evi- 
dence of membership*) I think I attended two meetings -~» possibly even 
three; and then withdrew. I cannot date the meetings nor say with any 
clearness what happened at them *~ except that I was deeply disappointed. 
I did not recognize any Communist taint. My memory, rather — and my wife 
confirms this from the conversations we had when I came home — is of a 
deadly state of affairs in which nothing of significance got done. Far 
from having a clear cut liberal policy through which I could serve the 
American tradition, the group, so far as I could tell from those early 
meetings, simply had no policy at all. There seemed to be a tremendous 
amount of talk that did not add up — and I simply withdrew# I do not 
know the date of my withdrawal. I do not know, even, whether I made it 
specific at once or simply stopped going to meetings and withdraw later. 
But this is the essence of the story* 

The National Federation for Constitutional Liberties : 

As I recall, the January 1943. message to the House of Representatives 
was in the nature of a protest against the proceedings of the Dies Com- 
mittee. I think it proposed the discontinuance of that Committee. I still 
feel that the House Committee hearings as they were being; conducted at 
that time called for protest. With hindsight, however, I recognize that I 
made two mistakes when I signed that particular message. One was my fail- 
ure to suspect that the Federation for Constitutional Liberties was not 
what I took it to be: an authentic American organization set up to defend 
civil liberties where these seemed threatened. All I knew about it was 
what I read in the materials it sent to me; and I doubt that these would 
have disclosed to any lay citizen not versed in communist tactics the 
hidden character and motives of the group. (I see by your Committee* s 
report to me that it was already listed as subversive six months before 
I signed its message. But I, absorbed during those war years with a 
heavy schedule over the country, was not keeping posted on listings — 
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and I think very fen of us were, or are even today, because of the shortage 
of time and regular access to materials* In any event, I at that time knew 
the organization only as a channel through which I was given what seemed 
a legitimate chance to protest certain Committee methods that seemed to me 
unf air* ) The second mistake I made — and that I continued to make almost 
up to the present ~ was in underestimating the nature and extent of com- 
munist infiltration. At the time that I suggested the abolition of the 
House Committee I simply did not believe that there was enough undercover 
subversion in this country to justify any Committee* s being absorbed with 
it on a full-time basis* On this point I have definitely changed my mind. 
For years, however, I continued to disapprove of Communism very strongly 
where it appeared in fairly obvious form — and yet simultaneously to feel 
that the threat it presented as a conspiratorial movement in this country 
was being grossly exaggerated. 

Schappes Defense Committee : 

I know exactly the private reason why I signed this group 1 s petition; 
and I also know that I cannot make any statement of that reason that xd.ll 
sound even remotely sensible. But anyway, here it is. Schappes, as you 
know, was on the staff at C*C.N.Y. This meant, naturally, that I sat in 
faculty meetings with him and also, of course, that we met in other ways 
connected with college work. I think I have rarely in my experience — 
and never, I would say, in any experience with a fellow faculty member — 
disliked a man so much. I am not given, as a rule, to strong dislikes 
directed at individuals over any continued period of time. I don't mean 
that I indiscriminately like all people equally — • or that I never feel 
mild and moderate antagonisms. Usually, however, if I have to work with 
a person I will inevitably find in him characteristics with which to 
temper an intense dislike. This did not happen in the case of Schappes. 
I was not thinking of him as a Communist — though certainly in retrospect 
I can see that his obstructionist tactics in faculty meeting fit the pat- 
tern. I continually startled myself , however, with the intensity of my 
aversion to him — to everything he said and did, and to his manner of 
saying and doing it. This, on the face of it, does not sound like a 
sensible reason for signing a petition put out by his Defense Committee. 
Yet it is the reason. From the time that he came under fire to the time 
that I signed the petition, I repeatedly tried to clarify my own responses 
to the charges against him and to make sure that I was not making a con- 
viction of his guilt out of the whole cloth of my personal dislike. In 
the end, still unsure of whether or not I was too prejudiced to give him 
a fair chance, I decided the legal authorities were in a better position 
than I to judge whether or not there were sufficient bases for reconsider- 
ing his case or granting a pardon. As they could simply ignore the 
petition if it made no sense to them, I saw no harm that would come of its 
being sent* 

I recognize that there may seem to be a discrepancy between my pro- 
longed self-searching in this case and my signing, in other cases, of 
petitions that I did not investigate at all. I can only say that -- as 
I was not yet suspicious of Communist infiltration of humanitarian causes «•- 
there seemed no special reason to investigate before giving help or standing 
up to be counted in behalf of civil rights. In the Schappes case, how- 
ever, it was a matter of whether or not I was condemning a man unfairly — 
not whether or not I was giving help too casually. 



page 37 



Spanish Refugee Relief Campaign ? 



I cannot place this item at all* I note that it was cited on Jan- 
uaiy 3, 1940 — so I presume that my sponsorship, whatever it was, 
dated from somewhat the same period as the American Friends of Spanish 
Democracy* If so, my reason for lending my name was probably again my 
complete confidence at that time in the democratic character of the 
Loyalist cause. But I have not been able to find any material with 
which to refresh my memory of this particular group. If you can fur- 
nish any additional information I may be able to put the pieces together 
and give a more satisfactory report. There have been a few times through 
the years when my name has appeared without my permission; but as the 
incident seemed wiiraportant each time, I merely asked to have my name 
taken off and did not keep a record of the event. I am not saying that 
I took this on for the same reasons as I did other Spanish causes in 
that period. But it is possible that I did not even know about it. 

Again, I am sorry that I have not been able to document my answers 
and explanations more thoroughly. 

I would like to say, as I end this report, that I am no longer in 
doubt about the Communist threat. In a book that my wife and I have 
just completed (to be published by the W. W. Norton Company, in late 
January) we are devoting two chapters to an analysis pf Communist tactics 
in their psychological implications and to a further analysis of what we 
can do to counter their influence. The book is in the field of mental 
health ~ will be called THE MIND ALIVE ~ and we have found that the 
strongest case, in a sense, that can be made against Communism must be 
made by psychologists: in terms of its effects upon individual minds and 
human relationships. 

I would make note, also, of the fact that on May 28th I testified 
before the Senate Internal Security Committee, as a "friendly witness, 11 
and made unmistakably clear my conviction that Communism is a conspira- 
torial movement and that Communists cannot rightly serve as teachers in 
our free system: that no matter what their particular; subject matter is, 
the attitudes that have made them become and remain Communists would 
"spill over" and corrupt the teaching relationship. 

I am venturing to attach to this report two samples of xsy fairly 
recent writings. The one — Psychological Maturity: The Key Idea — 
is an article that appeared in the Pi Lamda Theta Journal, Fall 1952$ 
and I have marked in the article, on the second and third pages, the nat- 
ter that seems to me relevant. The other item is a radio series in which 
I was privileged to take part in San Francisco. Mine was the final 
broadcast of the series, given on July 4, 1952; and it appears here as 
the last of the several scripts. 

May I thank the Committee for giving me this chance to try to recall 
and explain my past and also to state my present convictions? Again, if 
I have failed to cover matters that appear vital to the Committee, I would 
welcome a chance to appear and answer questions as fully as my memory and 
limited records would permit. 

Signed: H# A. Over street 
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Because the items listed by the Committee under my husband* s name 
have been presumed by various unofficial individuals and groups to apply 
to me also, I am taking occasion -* although the Committee reports that 
nothing is listed against my name ~- to state that I am not and never 
have been either a member of the Communist Party or an intentional mem- 
ber or supporter of any group acting to further Communist aims or beliefs. 



Signed: Bonaro W. Overstreet 



City of Washington ) 



District of Columbia ) 



) (Seal) 



August 19, 1953 



Personally appeared before me, Truman Ward, a Notary Public, H. A. Over- 
street and Bonaro W. Overstreet, who acknowledged and swore to their, 
signatures to the above statement 

(Signed) Truman Ward 

Notary Public r Com. Expires Jan. 14, 195& 

Under date of October 7, 1953, the chairman of this committee addressed a 
communication to Dr. Overstreet, as follows: 



Dear Doctor Overstreet: 



It has recently been called to my attention that you have been in 
correspondence with members of the staff of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities and have taken the trouble to come personally to Washington 
regarding the matter of information contained in the Committee's files 
relative to you* 

I have requested the Committee to furnish me with a report of that 
information, which I am enclosing, as well as a photostatic copy of the 
sworn affidavit which you have furnished the Committee in clarification 
and explanation of the Committee 1 s report. 

In the event that future inquiries are made of the Committee con- 
cerning information contained in its files relating to you, I am taking 
the liberty of placing your sworn affidavit in the files in order that 
it may be furnished along with any material concerning you. 

I do not feel that it is necessary, at this time, to schedule an 
appearance for you before the Committee, believing that the sworn 
affidavit will serve to act as clarification and completion of the 
Committee 1 s records. 

I appreciate your interest in taking the steps that you have in 
making this information available to us. 

Sincerely yours, 
(signed) Harold H. Velde 
Harold H. Velde 
Chairman 
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Referring to his letter of October 7, 1953* the chairman wrote to Dr. Over- 
street under date of June 11, 1954* as follows: 

Dear Dr. Overstreet: 

It has come to my attention that in the wording of the letter 
acknowledging receipt of your affidavit which is included in the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities files, I stated in effect that "a 
hearing at this time does not seem necessary • " 

I realize that anyone reviewing this letter without knowing of the 
preliminaries might gather that the Committee had contemplated holding 
a hearing in your situation. However, the facts are that in your letter 
to me, you had originally indicated that you wanted the matter clarified 
by whatever steps were necessary, and would be willing to appear at a 
hearing if necessary • Therefore, in my response to you I tvas merely 
indicating that I was satisfied that the affidavit furnished by you was 
sufficient and that the hearing that you had suggested was unnecessary. 



point. 



I hope that this may serve to clarify any misunderstanding on this 



(signed) 



Sincerely, 
Harold H. Velde 
Harold H. Velde 
Chairman 



James G. Patton (identified on the letterhead as President, National Farmers Union) 

. An article published in the Daily Worker of September 18, 1947* p# 8, stated 
that "an attempt to disrupt the Farmers Union by raising the red issue was 
quashed by its top leaders recently. James S. Elmore, until recently editor of 
the National Union Farmer, resigned under fire after being criticized for insert- 
ing a red-baiting editorial and cartoon in the current issue. James Patton, 
Farmers Union president, who is recovering from an operation, wrote Elmore 
declaring the material was inconsistent with Farmers Union Policy, and * invited* 
his resignation." 

The Daily Worker of January 29, 1948, p# 2, reported that James G. Patton, 
President of the National Farmers Union, indicated that his organization would 
support Henry Wallace for President. The Daily Worker of March 15, 1950, p. 8, 
reported the reelection of Mr. Patton as national president of the Union. The 
article, accompanied by a photograph of Mr. Patton, said, in part: 

"DENVER, March 14.-James G. Patton, in his keynote speech at the con- 
vention here of the National Farmers Union, called on the U. S. to take the 
lead in ending the cold war *on the basis of mutuality of interest through 
world development along peaceful lines. He urged the U. S. to 'strike a 
bargain 1 with the Soviet Union f so that all of us can lay down our anas.' 

"* Somehow, 1 declared Patton, f I believe we will be able to find a way 
to live in this world with people who differ in viewpoint as to type of 
economy and social systems. 9 

"Patton also scored the Mundt Bill and the growing threat to civil 
rights." 
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° The American Slav Congress issued an invitation to a Testimonial Dinner 
at the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York, October 12, 1947 • The program (p. 2) 
listed James G# Patton as one of the sponsors of the dinner. The Attorney 
General cited the American Slav Congress as subversive and Communist, in 
letters to the Loyalty Review Board, released June 1, 1948, and September 21, 
1948. and 2 The Committee on Un-American Activities cited it as "a Moscow- 
inspired and directed federation of Communist-dominated organizations seeking 
by methods of propaganda and pressure to subvert the 10,000,000 people in this 
country of Slavic birth or descent" (Report on the American Slav Congress and 
associated organizations, House Report No. 1951, April 26, 1950, p* 1). 

James G« Patton, identified as President of the National Farmers Union, 
was one of the signers of .a statement sponsored by the National Federation for 
Constitutional Liberties ^P - *w which hailed the War Department's order 
regarding commissions for Communists (Daily Worker, March 18, 1945* p* 2)* 

The Civil Rights Congress*(P # 10 ) issued a statement opposing red-baiting 
and attacks on Communists, which was signed by James Patton, as shown in the 
Daily Worker of May 25, 1947, p* 9* He was identified as a member of the 
Executive Board, Local 78, Food, Tobacco, Agricultural and Allied Workers of 
America, Phoenix, Arizona* James G* Patton, president, National Farmers 
Union, was a member of the Initiating Committee for a Congress on Civil Rights 
held in Detroit, April 27 and 28, 1946, as shown by the Summons to the Con- 
gress* 

The following quotation is found on page 19 of the Committee on Un- 
American Activities Report on the Civil Rights Congress, dated September 2, 

1947: 

"It is worthy of note that subsequent to the formation of the Civil 
Rights Congress in Detroit on April 27-28, 1946, and the enlistment of 
additional sponsors, the names of a number of members of the initiating 
committee, having served their decoy purposes, disappeared from the 
organization's letterhead, among them being • . . James G* Patton . * . 
This seems to be a favorite device of Communist front organizations* 11 

James G. Patton, President, National Farmers Union, endorsed In Fact, as 
shown by a folder entitled "A Statement from George Seldes on In Fact," The 
publication In Fact was cited as a Communist front by the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities (report of March 29, 1944* p. 48)* 

The following expression concerning the Communist Party appeared in a 
"statement made by 87 leading American liberals, setting forth what they cor>- 
sider to be a standard of political conduct for those who believe in liberal- 
ism or progressivism as a middle way between the extremes of reaction and 
communism": 

"The American Communist group — * registered party members, together with 
their more or legs unofficial adherents — * has its roots in a foreign land, 
and the record shows that it follows the behests of a foreign government*" 

The foregoing statement was placed in the Congressional Record (May 23, 1947, 
pp f A2599-2600) by the Honorable James E* Murray, and James G# Patton, Presi- 
dent of the Farmers Union, was named as a signer* 

A statement by James G. Patton, President, National Farmers Union, sub- 
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mitred to the House Committee on Un-American Activities, March 31# 1950, in 
opposition to H. R. 7595 and H* R* 3903, appears in the public hearings on 
legislation to outlaw certain un-American and subversive activities, March 
21, 22, 23, and 28, 1950 (p. 2353) • 

Walter P* Reuther 

The following appears in testimony of Mr. John P* Frey, President of the 
Metal Trades Department of the American Federation of Labor, before the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, August 13, 1938; 

Mr. Frey* These are the two-hundred-and-eighty^odd members of the 

Communist Party who are now or have been on CIO organization 
pay rolls* There are one or two who have not been on the 
pay roll, but I will call attention to them. (Public hear- 
ings, Volume 1, p* 112* ) 

# # # 

Walter Reuther, Detroit, Michigan; He is one of the leaders 
of Automobile Workers Union, and President Martin has pre- 
ferred charges against him* He has been to Russia several 
times and made reports as a result* (Ibid., p* 116.) 

# # * 

This fellow is one of the leaders of the Auto Workers 
Union and President Martin has preferred charges against 
him. He visited Soviet Russia and sent back a letter to 
this country which included the following paragraph; 
"Carry on the fight for a Soviet America. 51 (Ibid., p* 125.) 

# * # 

There are two disrupting factors in the automobile workers 
at the present time* One consists of the bulk of the 
membership who very much resent the Communist control that 
was secured of national offices. The other is an internal 
fight between two factions of the Communist Party. With 
that I do not want to deal. Mr. Martin will. All that I 
desire to call your attention to is a complete report of 
their last meeting, which I am submitting — my report of 
what went on* I merely read this to the committee ^?eading7; 

Before the United Automobile Workers Union convention 
in Milwaukee, the Conmunist Party members held a fraction 
meeting or caucus at Eagles Hall in that city. There 
were present at this caucus Wyndham Mortimer, Ed Hall, 
Walter Reuther, and about 90 delegates to the convention 
who were actual Communist Party members. Also present 
were William Weinstone, Michigan secretary of the Com- 
munist Party j Jack Stachel, of New York, a member of the 
central committee of the Communist Party; Morris Childs, 
of Chicago, 111., secretary of the Communist Party; Ned 
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Sparks, district organizer in Milwaukee of the Communist 
Partyj Jack Johnstone, of Chicago, a member of the cen- 
tral committee; Hoy Hudson, of New York, a member of the 
central committee; B. K. Gebert and Louis Budenz, the 
latter a member of the editorial staff of the Daily Worker. 
(Ibid., pp. 248 and 249#) 

Mr. Fray also submitted a report of the Second Annual Convention, United 
Automobile Workers of America, from which the following is quoted: 

"Since Martin controlled a majority of the delegates to the convention, 
which he had lined up before the opening day, Lovestone advised a drive 
to eliminate the regular Communist Party members in the leadership of 
the so-called unity faction, led by Vice Presidents Wyndham Mortimer, of 
Flint, Michigan; Ed HaLl, of Milwaukee, Wis.j and Walter fleuther, head of 
the west side local of the union in Detroit. Lovestone 1 s policy was to 
eliminate Mortimer, Hall, and lieuther and thus strengthen the position of 
the Trotskyist group behind Martin. There is no question that Martin and 
Frarikensteen, influenced by Lovestone, were prepared to clean house of the 
Communist group, and it is equally true that up to a month before the 
Convention the Mortimer-Hall-Reuther faction was trying to get rid of 
President Martin. * * * 

When President Martin, much to the surprise of John L. Lewis and the 
Mortimer^Hall-rieuther faction, lined up a majority of the delegates to 
the convention, the latter faction was forced to change its policies. 
As stated before, the Mortimer-Hall-Reuther faction is Communist-controlled 
but disguised that fact by calling themselves the 'Unity Group, f as, under 
the guise of unity, they thought they could save their own necks and pos- 
sibly build a fire under Martin during the course of the convention. # * * 

,r Mortimer, Hall and Reuther worked closely with Ora Gassaway, a personal 
representative of John L. Lewis; Ray Sdmundson, president of the Illinois 
district of the United Mine Workers and C.ItQ. director in that state and 
David Dubinsky, a president of the International Ladies 1 Garment Workers' 
Union. On the evening of August 25* Charles S. Zimmerman, president of 
the powerful New Xork Local No. 22 of the International Ladies' Garment 
Workers' Union and a leading Trotskyite and follower of Lovestone, arrived 
in Milwaukee to use his influence on Dubinsky. 

"On the same day (Wednesday), a load of Communist leaders came from 
Chicago, among them Joe Weber, a Steel Workers Organizing Committee 
organiser in South Chicagoj Harry Shaw and Jack Johnstone, who had in the 
interim returned to Chicago. Upon arrival of the Chicago group, another 
Communist Party caucus was called, to which only the top elements were 
invited. Those present were Jack Stachel, Roy Hudson, William Weinstone, 
Med Sparks, Wyndham Mortimer, Ed. Kail, Walter Reuther, and B. K» Gebert 
* * *'? (public hearings, Volume 1, pp. 2li9 and 25fo). 

Mr. Prey continued as follows: 

"The only material in connection with the Automobile Workers 1 Union 
which I want to file with the committee is a publication known as 'The 
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- Great Sit-Down Strike* 1 It was prepared by William We instone, who is a 
member of the central committee. He has an impressive record. His 
name is William Wolf Weinstone, and he is district organizer of district . 
No. 7> Communist Party, headquarters, Detroit. He has had direct charge 
of party activities within the Auto Workers 1 Union from the beginning. 
Among those reporting to him are Maurice Sugar, who is the counsel for 
one group of the auto workers, and has been a candidate for office in 
Detroit on the Communist ticket j also active with him are Roy Reuther, 
Walter Reuther, William Raymond, and Wyndham Mortimer" (ibid., p. 25£). 

In the information submitted by Mr. Walter S» Steele, Chairman of the 
American Coalition Coranittee on National Security representing various 
organizations, in connection with his testimony given before the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities' in public hearings, August 17* 1938, the 
following reference was made to Walter Reuther: 

"Among those sending greetings to the Second National Negro Congress 
were * * * Walter Reuther, communistic president of Local 17b of the 
United Auto Workers Association * * #" (ibid., pp. 625 and 626). 

In testimony given by Mr. John D. McGillis, Secretary, Detroit Council 
30$, Knights of Columbus, given before the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities in public hearings on October 11, 1938, it was shown that Doctors 
Lendrum and Shafarman of Detroit gave physical examinations to members of 
the Communist Party, who were able to pay for such examinations, but instead, 
billed the City of Detroit. These examinations were in connection with 
recruiting for Loyalist Spain, and in some cases the doctors "have given 
them to other people prominent in communistic activities in Detroit. Among 
the latter, Mr* McGillis listed "Walter Reuther and his wife" (Volume 2, 
pp. 1239, 121*7-121*8). 

On October 12, 1938, Sgt. Harry Mikuliak, Detroit Police Department, 
testified before the Special Committee, and made the following reference to 
Walter Reuther: 

w * * # Walter P. Reuther is president of the West Side Local 17k, and he 
signs this TB test stating that he could not afford to pay for the examina- 
tion" (ibid., p. 1286). 

Sgt# Mikuliak 1 s testimony referred to the same matter as that quoted from 
the testimony of Mr. McGillis. 

In testimony of Mr. Clyde Morrow, a Ford Motor Company employee, given 
in public hearings before the Special Committee on On-American Activities 
on October ZL, 1938* the following reference was made to Walter P. Reuther: 

"Mr. Morrow: Mr. Martin, in his haste to get the automobile workers 
organiaed^ went out and hired Communist members to do it. I think Martin 
thought he could use them three or four months and get rid of them. 

"The Chairman: And they have gotten to the point where they might get 
rid of him? 

"Mr. Morrow: That is right. They might get rid of Martin the way it 
looks to me# I hppe not. 

"The Chairman: Why cannot the international officers get rid of these 
men? 
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. M Mr. Morrow: Here is the set-up in Detroit. I only speak for Detroit 
because that is all I know about in Michigan* The international union has 
fired many Communist Party organizers. #.# # Now, what happens to them when 
Martin fires them? We have three or four ♦red* locals in Detroit, Local 155, 
which is a haven for discharged officers, and when they are discharged by 
Martin these 'red* locals immediately hire them as their financial secre- 
taries, or recording secretaries, or organisers. Local 1?U is what I would 
call an old soldiers* home for discharged Communist Party members whom Martin 
has fired* They are immediately taken in by the Communists in charge of 
their locals, such as Lloyd Jones and Walter Reuther, and people like that" 
(ibid*, pp. 1652 and 1653). 

The following excerpts from the testimony of John M. Barringer, City 
Manager and Director of Publicity of Flint, Michigan, given in public hearings, 
October 21, 1938, before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, con- 
cern the sit-down strike at the Chevrolet Motor Company, December 3* 1936: 

"Mr. Hosier: What part would you say that members of the Communist Party, 
Socialist Party, or the left-wing group of the Socialist Party played in that 
strike? 

"Mr.- Barringer* They played a very prominent part* We came in contact 
in every trouble with the Reuther brothers, Travis, and men of that sort. 

"Mr. Mosier: They were mn you knew, and while you could not prove they 
were members of the Communist Party, you knew they were in sympathy with them* 

"Mr. Barringer: That is right" (ibid., p. 1689). 

Mr. J. 3, Matthews testified before the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, November 7, 1938, and made the following reference to Walter Reuther: 

"Mr. Matthews: * * *- I had personal contacts with all three of the 
Reuther brothers, who have been prominent in the automobile workers union «• 
Walter, Victor, and Roy. The night that Walter and Victor Reuther sailed for 
Russia, many years ago, I had dinner with them and saw them off, and had some 
contact with them while they were in Russia and subsequent to their return. 
I do not know what their exact political connections are at the present tine, 
I only know that their ideology, if I may be permitted to use the word here, 
is Communist" (public hearings, Volume 3, p« 2188), 

In testimony given by Mr. Zygmund Dpbrzynski, a member of the U.A.W. , 
given before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in public hearings, 
November lli, 1938, the following reference was made to Walter Reuther: 

"The Chairman: Mr. Dobrsynaki, I believe you were testifying before 
lunch with reference to the conference or conversation you had with Mr. 
Weinstone. Did those conversations take place in his office? 

"Mr. Dobrzynski: Yes, sir j they took place in the Communist Party 
headquarters * * * He also mentioned the Reuther brothers, Victor, Walter, 
and Roy, as workers with him* He stated, of course, that they were members 
of the Socialist Party and not of the Communist Party, but that on certain 
policies they worked in conjunction with each other* 

"The Chairman: You say he mentioned Roy, Victor and Walter Reuther? 

"Mr. Bobr&ynski: Yes, sirj as workers with him in the union on certain 
policies. He stated to me that they were not members of the Communist Party, 
but were members of the Socialist Party" (ibid., pp. 2219-2221). 
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A report of the United States Chamber of Commerce entitled, "Coiranunists 
within the Labor Movement," which was inserted in the record in connection 
with the testimony of Dr. Emerson Schmidt in public hearings before the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities on March 26, 19k7$ contains the following 
reference to Walter Reuther: 

"Gains or even demands made in one section of the A.F. of L., or the 
C.I.Q., tend to repeat themselves elsewhere* It must be remembered that 
the labor movement is intensely political* If non-Communist leaders do 
not gain as much as their opponents, they may soon find themselves with 
an active Communist opposition in their own union* The opposition makes 
capital of the reasonable demands of the honest leadership. Hence, 
irresponsibility in labor tends to become infectious* 

"An illustration of this analysis can be found in the policies of 
Walter Reuther* In the political struggles of labor, Reuther is con- 
sidered a leader of the anti-Communist bloc. But at the same time, he is 
head of a union which has a powerful Communist minority. He faces sabo- 
tage, not only from this clique, but also from the national headquarters 
of the C.I.O. Communist influences there have persuaded the top leader- 
ship that Reuther is a threat to their positions. As a result, Reuther 
faces an alternative: he mast either be aggressive or retire in favor of 
some Communist dupe. This explains in part the conflict in his public 
statements. On the one hand, he may favor increased labor productivity 
and decry inflationary wage rises. On the other hand, he makes wage demands 
which cannot be other than inflationary" (public hearings on H* R. 1881* and 
H. R. 2122, March 2U-28, 191.7* p. 173) • 

Further references to Walter Reuther occur in the committee's Hearings 
Regarding Communism in Labor Unions, in the testimony of Leon E. Venne and 
Walter Petersen on February 27, 19i*7, as follows: 

n Mr. Striplings Just a moment, Mr. Venne. In connection with the strike, 
Mr. Chairman, I would like for the record to show the attitude of the now 
president of the United Automobile Workers with reference to this local, 

,! The Chairman* What is his name? 

"Mr. Stripling. Walter P. Reuther. 

"In a newspaper article which appeared in the Buffalo Courier-Express 
on August 5, 19ldL, Walter P. Reuther charged that the Allis-Chalmers local 
was •dominated by political racketeers of Communist stripe. 1 He described 
a local 21*8 election as 'the worst kind of strong-armed political racketeer- 
ing t « (p# 36) 

* * * 



tt Mr. Venne. * * •# I believe that labor, in order to make any of the gains 
that labor must make, must clean house, and it doesn't start at the bottom, 
but it starts at the top. We see in Allis-Chalmers today a situation that 
has come about through political maneuvering of two people who want the same 
job in the United Automobile Workers of America, namely, Walter Reuther and 
R. J. Thomas* R. J. Thomas is now using the Allis-Chalmers strike to insure 
that at the next convention he will have 87 votes to cast in favor of his 
presidency* R» J* Thomas ~ I mean, R* J. Thomas -- belongs to the left- 
wing bloc in the international. 

"While I don*t pretend to call him a Communist, he accepts their support* 

n The International — - I mean, local 2U8 is exonerated from paying per 
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- capita tax to the international union while a strike is in progress. On 
April 29, the day the strike was called, local 21*8 had 87 votes at the 
international convention — that is, they have a vote for every one of 
the members . They will still carry that 87 votes at the convention that 
is to be held j I believe it is in September . 

"Providing that — * I am getting ahead of myself, 

"The constitution of the United Auto Workers states that a per capita 
tax will be based on a period of 1 year preceding 60 days from the con* 
vention date, which means that if the strike continues to approximately 
June 31 j then local 2i*8 will carry 87 votes to support R. J. Thomas in 
his fight against Walter Reutherj whereas if the strike was settled, say, 
today, we will have to figure some months on an 87 basis and some months 
at possibly — I would state that if the strike were settled today the 
members of local 2U8 would drop to an all-time low of probably 2,000 to 
3,000 on the outside, and probably less. 

"The Chairman. Then, Mr. ^exnne y do you mean to imply that the real 
purpose of this strike is to determine the national leadership between 
Reuther and Thomas? 

"Mr. Venne. I will put it this way, sir: The continuation of this 
strike ~ the continuance of the strike is due to the ~- rests on the 
political angle of the international fight for the presidency of the 
U.A.W. of A." {p. 1*8) 

Mr. Venne *s testimony was followed by that of Mr. Walter Petersen, of 
Allis-Chalmers, from which the following is quoted: 

Did you hear the testimony of the preceding witness, 



Yes. 
What do you have to say concerning his testimony about 



"Mr. Stripling, 
Mr. Venne? 

"Mr. Petersen. 

"Mr. Stripling, 
the 87 votes? 

"Mr. Petersen. That is aright. If the strike is prolonged until June 
19^7, which would be about 60 days before the date of the convent ion 5 
local 2U8 would still carry 87 votes at the convention, due to the fact 
that the status of the members of the union would revert back to 19l*5j 
and if the strike was settled before that, they would lose approximately, 
about 30 votes, they would probably have about 25 *■• more than that •- 
have about 25 or 30 votes left at the convention, because it would be 
based then on the basis of the present membership. 

"Mr. Mundt. You mean they would lose about 60 votes? 

"Mr. Petersen. They would lose about 60 votes. 

"Mr. Stripling. Have you made any effort to oust the Communists -- as 
a member of good standing? 

"Mr. Petersen. Yes, we did. We have been in and out of this fight 
practically since 1939* In 19kl> I had much correspondence with Clare 
Hofftaan. We already knew about it.' 

"Mr. Stripling. Did you ever communicate with any of the international 
officers of the union? 

"Mr. Petersen. I did. 

"Mr. Stripling. Did you communicate with them? Whom did you communicate 
with? 

"Mr. Petersen. I communicated with Mr. Reuther and Mr. Murray both. 

"Mr. Stripling. Walter Reuther? 

"Mr. Petersen. . Yes. 
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"Mr. Stripling* Did you get any response? 

"Mr, Petersen. We never received any response from them what soever . 

"Mr. Mundt. They didn't answer? 

"Mr. Peter sen. They didn*t answer or recognize the letter. The only 
evidence we have is that they were sent by registered mail, and the 
receipt is all we have. 

"Mr. Stripling. Were you alone in your petition to Mr. Murray and 
Mr. Reuther? 

"Mr, Petersen. Mo. This dates back to last September 19^6. There 
was about four or five of us from our department who got together and 
talked things over and we gradually expanded, held caucuses in West 
Allis, and we had talked all the different angles of how to clear up 
this leadership thing pro and con, but as we grew bigger we also were 
raided by the goon squads* "We would be chased off of one corner and 
would go to the next to have a meeting. We decided at last that there 
was no way we could beat them but by going on the . other side of the 
fence and withdrawing our support from the union, which we did. There 
was at that time about 3^000 of us that went in and more workers came 
in right along and in the latter part of November we had repudiation 
cards printed. # * # 

"Mr. Stripling. * # * How many members of local 2it8 signed such a 
card? 

"Mr* Petersen. We had approximately »- at the time we sent the 
petition in, we had 2,600 of those cards signed. 

"Mr. Stripling. Where did you send the petition? 

"Mr. Petersen, We sent it to Mr. Reuther — one to Mr. Reuther and 
one to Mr. Murray. 

"Mr. Stripling. And you received no reply from them? 

"Mr. Petersen. We received no reply whatsoever. * * * 

"It happened that on December 8, Walter Reuther was in town, was in 
Milwaukee, and we made an attempt to contact him* I had tried to contact 
him all that day at different points around town. I knew where he was and 
failed to make connections. When the rioting happened on this Monday, we 
put out a call for a special meeting for that evening. * * * 

"During the course of this meeting I stated the fact that Reuther was 
in town the day before and failed to notify us or get in touch with us, 
and I failed to contact him, and what happened that day out at the plant. 
We took that for his answer to our demands. # * * ,f (pp. 51-53) 

During this committee's investigation of Communist activities in the 
State of Michigan, Mr. Stephen J. Schemanske was asked whether he had any 
directives issued by the Communist Party dealing with "Ford concentration." 
He replied that he did, and submitted a mimeographed document entitled "Reso- 
lution on Concentration for Discussion at AH Clubs, Sections, Commissions, 
and Departments." Describing the exhibit, coimnittee counsel said: "This is a 
document which, from the content of it, shows that it emanated from State 
headquarters of the Communist Party! and from its content it shows that it was 
directed for the orientation of the work of all Communist Party clubs and com- 
missions and groups in the State of Michigan*' (Communist Activities in the 
State of Michigan - Part h, p. 5266). The following references to Mr. Reuther 
appear in the document; 
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"Our State committee has just reviewed 9 months of concentration work by 
our party since the last State convention. In that time our party has 
increased its attention to the problems of the auto workers. The face of 
our party has been presented to the auto workers to a greater degree than 
in the past 10 years. We have seen the development of economic struggles, 
dramatized in the Ford strike against speedup, despite the stifling attempts 
of Reuther. * *# 

"The OAW convention exposed the weakness of our party 1 s industrial con- 
centration method of work in auto. The anti-Reuther forces* did not have a 
majority base in any one of the auto's Big Three- Where party work was on 
a relatively higher level as in Ford, the anti^Reuther strength was greatest. 
In GH our main national concentration sector, the progressives were weakest 
of all. Flint and Pontiac, with strong anti-Reuther forces in the past, 
were Reuther strongholds in this convention despite the mass dissatisfaction 
of the GM workers with wage cuts, increased speedup, phony umpires, and 
frpzen contracts. 

»# x# 

"The betrayal by Reuther of the recent Ford strike against speedup was the 
logical consequence of his unqualified support for the Truman doctrine, the 
Marshall plan and now the North Atlantic Military Alliance, stepping stones 
toward fascism and imperialist war. To justify such betrayals he has often 
unashamedly admitted that these Sacrifices' were necessary in order that 
the war program be put over. # * # ,f (ibid., pp* 526? and 5273 J complete 
exhibit is printed in Part 2, pp. 5116*5122 • 1951; hearings) . 

During the investigation of Communist activities in the Pacific Northwest 
Area (in 195W, Congressman Clyde Doyle, of this .committee, said: 

"Mr# Chairman, yesterday I mentioned that I had a copy of a news release 
issued by Walter P. Reuther, president of the national UAW-CIO,\and in view 
of this yellow sheet coming in this morning from alleged laboring. men, it 
seems appropriate to read a small portion thereof to. you, I wish to state 
that this news release by Mr. Reuther came into my possession when I was 
sitting as a member of the subcommittee in Flint, Micho, several weeks ago. 
It reads as follows t 

We have no quarrel with the professed purposes of the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities. Each witness appearing before these 
committees must of course make his own individual decision as to the 
course of action which he will follow in his testimony. This is a 
matter of individual conscience and judgment. However, we in UAW-CIO 
sincerely urge every witness called before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, if it is at all possible to do so, to avoid 
using the fifth amendment. Protecting the good name and reputation of 
innocent people and their families does not absolve the fonner Communist 
from his patriotic duty as a citizen to testify fully of his firsthand 
knowledge of the names and activities of any Communist Party functionary, 
of any illegal activities, or any evidence of conspiracy to overthrow the 
Government by force or violence, or evidence of a nature, which would serve 
to strengthen the security of our Nation, while at the same time refusing 
to testify in. any matter in which he has no direct firsthand knowledge or 
any matter which has happened so far in the past that his memory cannot 
be relied upon with any degree of accuracy. W$, the UAW-CIO, believe that 
this is the hour when America needs to take inventory and we dedicate our- 
-_. selves to the basic principles and values which have been the source of 
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our greatness, UAW-CIO, through years of practical experience and the 
forefront of fightihg against communism, fully recognizes and tinder- 
stands the danger of the Communist world conspiracy. We support and 
shall continue to support every effort of our Government to meet this 
threat. We shall, however, resist every effort on the part of any 
apostle of fear, hatred, or hysteria, who would try to destroy the very 
freedom that we are dedicated to preserve. As a free people you must 
demonstrate the courage and good sense to resist the use of Communist 
and totalitarian methods under the guise of fighting communism -- et 
cetera." (investigation of Communist Activities in the Pacific Northwest 
Area — Part 2, pp. 6103 and 6H0h) 

The Daily Worker of September I*, 1937, p# 8, contained a picture of the 
three Reuther brothers, above the following caption: "Three militant members 
of the unity caucus of the United Auto Workers Union are Roy, Victor and 
Walter Reuther, the latter also a member of the International Executive Board 
of the union. These brothers played a prominent part in the Milwaukee con- 
vention. They are champions of the united front within the Socialist Party 
and are opponents of Trotskyism as a counter-revolutionary movement •" 

ftt. Rev. Henry K. Sherrill 

The Right Reverend Henry K. Sherrill was one of the sponsors of the 
National Council of American- Soviet Friendship*^* ^3) according to the fol- 
lowing sources; the Call to the Congress held in Madison Square Garden, 
November 6-^8, 19i*3, p« I*} a memorandum issued by the Council, dated March 18, 
19ii6j a letterhead dated March 13, 19 1*6. He was listed as a sponsor of the 
Massachusetts Council of the organization on a letterhead dated December l£, 
19U3. 

An article concerning Dr. Sherrill, accompanied by his photograph, 
appeared in the November 17, 1952, issue (p. 3) of the Daily People's World, 
official organ of the Communist Party on the west coast. The following is 
quoted from the article: 

"Anti-Sovieteers who would break off truce negotiations in Korea and 
extend the Korean conflict to China are 'counselors of doom. ! 

"The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the U. S« 
Episcopal church, blasted these 'counselors' in a press conference here 
and said, 'I think it is imperative that we keep on negotiating. 

H, We must continue talking «- in Korea, in the UN and elsewhere. Somehow 
we may arrive at a settlement without war. f 

"Bishop Sherrill blasted the arms race of great nations since World War 
II, but said he felt the production of the atom bomb 'may be an agency for 
peace 1 in the long run, 

1,1 1 think, I hope, 1 the bishop said, 'that atomic warfare may seem too 
frightful for anyone to start it. ' 

"To break off negotiations, Bishop Sherrill said, would be fatal, and 
if peace is to be won in the world, those who advocate excluding the Soviet 
Union from the United Nations must be defeated. * # *-» 

The article is datelined Los Angeles, November 16. 
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The following is quoted from an article in the Washington Evening Star of 
May £0, 1953, p. It 

"Chicago, May 20# — * The National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U*S«A« today named a 15-member committee to watch developments in 
Congress and elsewhere which 'threaten the freedom of the people and 
institutions of the United States* * 

<*The Committee, headed by the Right Rev. Henry Knox SherriU, presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, includes Bishop G* Bromley Oxnam, * * * 
and Dr* Arthur S* Flemming * * * 

"Appointment of the * committee on the maintenance of American freedom* 
was announced at the bimonthly meeting of the council* s General Board, the 
organisation's interim policy-making body, by President William C* Martin 
# # * 

"Bishop Martin, in a statement, expressed his personal hope that the 
committee 'will help the churches to recognize any threat of Communist 
infiltration into American life * * * «" 

Dr * Ralph Sockman 

The Daily Worker, November 10, 1948, p* 11, reported that the Rev. Ralph 
W. Sockman, of Christ Church, New York City, was one of those who sent greet- 
ings on the occasion of the Thirty-First Anniversary of the Russian Revolu- 
tion, celebrated under the auspices of the National Council of American-Soviet 
Friendship.*vP* 13) 

It was reported in the Daily Worker (May 17, 1947* P» 5? May 20, 1947, 
p* 2) that the Rev* Ralph tf# Sockman spoke at the annual dinner of the American 
Russian Institute, in New York City, May 19> 1947* He was chairman of the Inter- 
Church Committee of the Institute, as shown on a letterhead of the organization 
which was received by this committee July 26, 1949* The American Russian Insti- 
tute was cited as Communist by the United States Attorney General, in a letter 
to the Loyalty Review Board, released April 27, 1949* 1 ^ d 2 

The Reverend Br* Sockman was one of the sponsors of the World Youth Con- 
gress held in the sunaner of 1938 at Vassar College, according to the Daily 
Worker of March 28, 1938, p* 3.*<P* 7) 

A letterhead of the American Committee for Spanish Freedom*(p» 19) dated 
January 21, 1946, names Dr* Ralph Sockman as a sponsor of the organization* 

Dr* ffesley Sturges (identified on the UWF letterhead as Dean of the Law School 
of Yale University) 

The booklet "These Americans Say: f Lift the Embargo Against Republican 
Spain 1 w named Prof* Wesley A* Sturges (identified as a lawyer) as a "repre- 
sentative individual" who "in the name of true neutrality, in the cause of 
world peace and democracy," advocated lifting the embargo on the sale of arms 
to Spain* The bookley was published by the Coordinating Committee to Lift the 
Etabargo.*vP» &•) 

A Prospectus and Review issued by the lawyers Committee on American Rela- 
tions with Spain*(p* 22) nained Wesley &. Sturges as a member of the organization* 
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We think this first bulletin from the Dallas front 
can be counted as reassuring; boat the final story will have to be 
told after tomorrow* Certainly we have never walked into a situation 
more crowded with cross currents and ambiguities* One thing is 
very definite: that it would have been a tragic mistake, not @nly fat 
ourselves but for many people here, if we had simply let the matter' 
slide and had not come down. With all the facts that have crowded 
in upon us, it is going to be hard to give you briefly a picture that 
makes sense. As always, events have been shaped b^r the differing 
responses of individuals to an issue thrust upon them, and must, we j 
feel, be understood in those terms. 

Here are such facts and approximations thereof as 
we have garnered so far. One man, a Mr. William Ware, put into the 
hands of the President of the Health Museum certain "documented" 
evidence of Harry's pro-Communist leanings. The President, Mr* Turner 
Baxter, consulted a few members of his Executive Committee as in- 
dividuals, but did not consult his Board as such, nor the Director 
of the Museum, and then passed the material on t© Mrs. Luther Jordan, J 
President of the Museum Auxiliary that had signed the contract with 
us. Mr. Baxter now says that , he did nothing more: that he expressed 
no opinion. That is, he says this by phone. He has declined to medt 
us and is standing pat on the assumption that he has no responsibility 
in the matter. Everyone else involved seems to feel that he stated 
categorically that the cancellation would have to be made. In any 
event, Mre. Jordan — who seems well known for her dogmatic and 
/; c „ ."denouncing" attitudes — took individual initiative. Apparently 
-^ jf.^f it was she who instructed the lawyer to break the contract — and 
ijz ^i^who only then broke the news to other Board members. Then she went 
^i j.-v under cover — at least when our wire arrived asking for a chance t© 
•jZ ^jpmeet with the Committee and get reasons f&r the cancellation. She 
x: £3 rjghas «imply gone out of circulation and we cannot, by any means tried 

so far, reach her even by phone. Some Board members >- two or three * 
agreed with her that we must be dropped. Others proves ted~. with -e_v.^— 
varying degrees @f insistence. But none of them actually knew what 
had been done, or knew that no reasons had been given us, until we 
actually got here with the lawyer's letter. This makes, in essence, 
a situation where those few who are responsible for the cancellation 
cannot be reached for any statement — or refuse to make any if they 
yare reached — and where the many are confused, bewildered, and 
f \f<? indignant. 
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Now come back for a moment to Mr. Ware -- and to 
certain other even more shadowy figures who were in on the process 
of circulating material against us. He is, it seem$ $ on the American- 
ism Committee of the Legion; but we see, at^tj^f||ptage, no reason to 
think the Legion as a whole is involved. Our guess is that he a cted 
as an individual. The ©thei\-3.h4dowy figures represent something 
that may be a lot more sinister: a n ^ty$3^^ Mrs# 

Jordan and gave her material 1 against ua^ncl^MxE:2ia3fc]»etl^» are 



~v i ofc 



jltcoRp^ 4 ^ 









. t * fr©ld) and someone wholly unidentified to us'- who wrote letters to 
various Dallas business men stating that they knew wkat was said 
about the Overstreets was true: "They are Communists* " Here we go 
beyond known facts to what is stated, by one individual after anoth** , 
to be almost certainly true: that in these figures we are up against 
the local "interlocking directorate" of Pacts Forum, Pro America, and 
the Minute Women. Some of the women who took the materials to Mrs, 
Jordan are apparently known to be active workers in these groups; 
but we ourselves do not know even their names • 

The plan was to keep the whole business under cover* 
That is not a hearsay statement* The President himself, Mr. Baxter, 
said several times over on the phone — almost plaintively! — that 
there wouldn't have been any trouble if we had been satisfied just to 
cancel the lecture and not ask for reasons. Those who had bought 
tickets were given no reason for the cancellation: simply told, by 
ca'rd and by a cryptic notice in the paper, that they could get their 
money back. Actually, we have never run up against -anything quite - 
as naive as some of the attitudes we have met here: the assumption 
that such action could be kept quiet with those who ha& originally 
circulated the material at large and talking^ the feeling that we aie 
somehow inexplicably unreasonable in wanting to know reasons; the 
surprise that it isn't taken as natural and right to cancel a lecture 
if it might be in any way an embarrassment to a fund drive; the further 
surprise that people don*t feel that just because a thing has been 
done it should be accepted as done and finished; the total lack of 
responsibility toward either a legal contract or our reputations* 

These attitudes, however, mark only a few individuals 
who, unfortunately, were in key positions and acted with authority — 
without group consent. The astonishing thing has been the warmth 
of the many persons — including various Board members — who have 
welcomed our coming, who have come to us with all their grief and 
embafcrassment about the thing, and who are more than eager to do 
whatever can be done to straighten matters out* 

Here is what comes next — and if you get this letter 
by tomorrow, say a very special prayer for us at about 8 PM C.S.T. 
Monday night I We are going to be trying one of the most ticklish 
jobs we've ever undertaken. By a sort of emergent conviction on the j 
part of various different people, and by our own agreement with that 
conviction, it has come about that we will speak tomorrow evening 
in the Unitarian Church. It is a small church, seating at the most 
250 people. The core of the audience will be representative people, 
notified by phone, from the Museum itself, from various churches, 
and from the mental health society, the PTA, the social agencies, 
etc. Beyond these, we do not know: anyone, of course, can come, up 
to the capacity of the auditorium. There may be many or there may 
be few. But here is what we have to attempt within, say, the compaas 
of an hour and a half: first, to state the basic facts about the 
cancellation and our reasons for feeling that we had to come down 
in spite of it to learn the causes and to speak for ourselves; second, 
to tell — with documents in hand — what we have tried to do, these 
past two years, to set the record straight; third, to try to clarify 
what we take to be the sound policy for people like ourselves- to 
follow in such cases (namely, going to the govt, and the public and 
Jlft. trying to keep anything under cover to be exploited by extremists 
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of the right or the left; fourth, to go ahead and give at least a 
rudimentary talk on emotional health .(as originally scheduled), 
gearing it to our hope that the Health Museum, as a useful and 
necessary organization in the community, will be well supported and 
that no hangover from this incident will be permitted to divide its 
supporters. We will end up by trying to put the whole case for 
getting problems into the open, trying to understand the various 
stakes and points of view of the people involved, learning to dis- 
tinguish misunderstandings from deliberate distortion, and generally 
keeping the .mental air clear enough for people to think in — and 
to see one another through as human beings instead of, murkily, as 
stereotypes. You know the sort of thing we care about. How we will 
be able to handle all this only tomorrow evening will tell* 

One problem has been to keep impulsive welt-wishers 
from going off half cooked — but we think that is under control ♦ 
Another has been to lay the foundation for fair reporting (in so 
far as this is possible), if' any. Yet another has been- to ke#— - 
things in proportion — not letting this incident be blown up as 
"typical" nor letting the actions of a few individuals be publicized 
as the actions of whole organizations. And finally, in the middle 
of all this, there has been the need to keep reiterating firmly(to 
those who don't see why we made an issue of the whole thing) that 
things of this sort can't be done to people f s reputations just for 
the sake of avoiding issues. It's quite a deal. If we can handle 
it at all, it will be because of the wise and affectionate support 
that has rallied here — and perhaps because we know rather deeply 
by now what we want to accomplish in cases like this* 

Since starting this letter, I took time out to call 
Mr. Baxter again and try to persuade him to come around and talk 
the whole business over — for h!is own sake and that of the Museum, 
so that his own role would not seem to his fellow members to be 
that of passing the buck. His reputation and that of Mrs. Jordan 
have suffered deep hurt because Jdrajrax he and she, having created 
the situation, have virtually gone into hiding and refused to take 
any responsibility for events — except, apparently, to blame us 
for wanting explanations. We have tried, explaining as best we 
could what might easily be done to salvage the situation, to get him 
to take some move that might reinstate him in the respect of his 
own people; but he won f t come near us. For the first? time, he 
angled up to the idea of their paying the fee and putting an end to 
the matter; but we had to explain that it wasn't the fee that was 
at issue. 

There is no telling who will show up at the meeting 
tomorrow night* Anything can happen — and we won't say we aren't 
somewhat nervous about it* But it seemed the only. means iax of 
taking the matter to the public and of helping to put together 
again the split organizations involved* 

We are scheduled to see Mr* Murphy tomorrow at one* 
We'll write again when this is all over and we are wandering westward* 



Sincerely, 





BONARO W. OVERSTREET 



R. F, D. a 
(ENNtNGTON, VERMONT 



November 9, 1954 
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-MrTlJichols, 

I wouldn't be writing this letter tpday ~ since 
what I'm writing about is still indefinite on the edges -- were 
it not that we ? d like awfully to have an answer from you, if we 
can, while we still have the Allerton Hotel, Chicago, as a mailirg 
address: that is, before the 16th. After we leave there, we will 
ha^e no effective address for ten days or more — and by the time 
we have one, certain events will be behind us that now lie ahead. 

Briefly, it looks as though we are running into 
trouble In Dallas? trouble different in pattern from the Tucson 
variety, but perhaps even more troublesome • Here's how it looks — 
and when more precise information reaches us, in a few days, when 
we arc In Louisville, we T ll bring you up to date. Some months ago 
a Dallas group called the Dallas Health Museum wrote and asked is 
to speak on November 19tho A contract was subsequently signad 
through our agerito Some pleasant correspondence followed, with 
the chairman expressing her warm satisfaction in our coming* 
Suddenly yesterday our agent reported from New York by long distanee 
phono that she had received a completely baffling letter, not from 
the contracting party, but from a Dallas lawyer, who stated that 
he represented the contracting party, that the lecture would have 
to be cancelled, that the auditorium would hot be m de available, 
that under no circumstances must We speak, and that nothing would 
induce our sponsor to change this decision* There was no reason 
given : simply a flat statement that he was going to fight the 
lecture and handle the legalities of breaking the contract* 
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On the phone, with this hitting me suddenly out of 
the blui, I had to make a decision on which our agent would act — 
and there seemed nothing better to do than to let my ^ first impulse 
guide me* It may have been a wise impulse or a foolish ono In 
any event, what I said was to this effect: that while we would -- 
as in Tucson — stand by any sponsor who stood firm in resisting 
outside pressure, we- would never, on the basie of a legal 
technicality, try to force ourselves upon a reluctant sponsor* 
Neither would we stand on our legal right to collect the fe§.. — 
though this, we know, could be done and has been done* It has besni 
a matter of professional happiness and pride through the years 
that we have always tried to give full vaL ue \g^jBgm$7 fee received] 
and we would neither press for nor accept a f ejpw without the I 
requisite work that went with it. I asked , ^TOver^^^^ toe apntl 
ask the lawyer to state the reasons for thg^im^^m^LJ m W^p»mbt\ 
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that he will do so in any fullness; for if he were inclined to 
state reasons his first letter would have given them. 

So that ! s how the matter rests this morning. Our 
agent will send me copies of the lawyer's letter to reach me in 
Louisville; and just for the record, I'll send one on to you. 

The question in our own mind is now, "What next?,"\ 
The easiest thing, of course, would be just to let the lecture go 
down the drain . . .and forget about it. . .and decide that Dallas 
is not to be counted upon as a place we can go without trouble 
and had therefore better not go at all. But wo don't like the feel" 
of that decision. It's one thing not to press a sponsor -- 
particularly as we do^ not yet know what pressure was exerted upon 
her or what her own stakes in the local sit.uztion are. (I've writ ten | 
her, asking for information but not "denouncing.") But it seems 
to us quite another thing to drop the whole matter and let this* 
sort of pressure go unchallenged. So we think we'll drop into 
Dallas on our own -- probably around the 20th or. 21st of the month, 
and do a little scouting: see if we can find out who has been up 
to what. We know from other things we've heard of that some odd 
forces may be at work there, and we'd like to know what they are. 
At least, we don't like to let them force a cancellation of one 
of our contracts and still remain anonymous. 

Obviously, we don't expect you to take on our \ ,■ -VJ" r ~ 
problems. But it's a comfort to tell you about them now and t&*i^ - , 
And there is one question to which we would like an answer if yoy,* / 
feel free to give it. Is it fife- nuisance, or in any way a "tress- 
passing" beyond our legitimate rights," if we go Into your division', 
office there -- as we did in Tucson — and just talk things out - * 
in the atmosphere of sanity your offices provide? We know that 
your Tucson man told you of our visit — for you spoke of his having 
done so. We wouldn*t ask you to tell us what he said — naturally. 
But can you tell us whether, from his point of view, as a busy 
person, and one not directly involved, it was all right for us 
to come in as we did? It was an incredible comfort to us ♦ And we 
have a feeling that it will help us a good deal in thinking things^ 
through in Dallas — providing they become complicated ~ if we 
can drop in there and think aloud. So won't you tell us, for nc 
and for future reference, how you feel about our doing this soa 
of thing? We don't want ever to be a nuisance or to seem to expect 
any sort of objective help in situations where we know it cannot 
be given. Moral support, however, in the form of relaxed lis toning^ 
is an enormous help, now and then, to our perplexed selves. 



long letter, 
well. 



That's all for now. Sorry this had to b e such a 
Aside from this incident, all is going wonderfully 



Cordially, 



s: 
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Health Museum Guild 
Dallas Health Museum Fair ParB: 

June 30, 1954 
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Dr. Bonaro V7. Overstreet 

BFD it 2 

Bennington, Vermont 

Dear Dr, Overstreet: 

I am very happy to tell you that we have made arrangements 
with Miss Dillon for you to come -to us on HovcmhexJ^9 for a 
lecture. The Guild is a very small part of our well established 
Dallas Health Museum. Its chief purpose is the promotion of 
health education. In the three years since Its organization 
it has done much to promote public interest in the Museum. Wo _,. 
are most pleased indeed to be presenting you two again to the 
people of Dallas, Dr. Bell and I personally look forward to / 
hearing you once more. 

Will you please submit some topics for discussion so wc maf go 
ahead with our printing and publicity, I would like to krfow 
your arrival time also, however, November will be soon cnrSugh 
for that. 

If there is anything we can do for you in rogard to further 
arrangements a please let us know. 

Very sincerely, 
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Mrs. Weldoh E. Bell 
7022 Currin Drive 
Dallas 30, Texas 
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PHONE RA-2797 



Earl A. Males 
A.H. Dudek 



Walden Programs, Inc. 
The Algoaquia 
59 West hk Street 
New York 36, New York 

Att. M. Tuoby 

Dear Madam: 





E.L. BBISTOR 

Attorney 

Vilson Building 
Dallas 1, Texas 



November 6 , 1954- 



This letter is to notify you of the cancellation of the date for Drs. Overstreet, 
apparently scheduled for November 19th, 1954* Dallas, Texas, correspondent 
Mrs* Weldon E. Bell, Mrs. Luther Jordan, Jr. 

I have been retained to handle this matter. 

You will note Paragraph 2, Section B, of your purported contract: "Remit check, 
etc., immediately after lecture or recital has been completed. 11 There will be 
no lecture, as this cancels any agreement which might have existed. This attorney 
is fully conversant and familiar with theatrical contracts. 

Under no circumstances will my client reconsider or alter the above notification. 



Very truly yours, 






(Signed) E.L. Bristor 
Atty. 
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December 6, 1954 



E^safe. 



R e the attached letter £~ ^^Sst «e I'' 

Hovetnher 26, 19*. /"^E^ST/nUr -»* «». 
to Lea Pennington today ^and discus headqu arters ,n 

Pennington plans to «* V**^, there to lay low on the 
Indianapolis instructing his as318t i™ nnington stated that the 

Inac Jagains, ^ O™^ ^ j^Jtehed up. ^^".reets 
incident down at Dallas w t q£ preventing the ove 

on Pennington's part^ may ^ re l a tive to their problems, 
from corresponding further r ^ 
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Office M.e idufn • united government 



TO 



DIRECTOR. FBI 



DATE: 



from : -SACp Da.pas (100-3353) V {/ i 
subject.- DR.' and MRS. HARRY A .OVERSTREET ' 



s°S 



fSt 



.11-24-54 
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ATTENTION: 






54 Mrs, 



Ecl&L- 



Mr G L. Bo NICHOLS 
Assistant to the Director 



?~j-r moo HARRY OVERSTREET, residing at the Highlander 
Hotel, Dallas , Texas, telephonically advised that she and 
Dr* OVERSTREET had just arrived in Dallas , where they had 
been scheduled to give a lecture before the Dallas Health 
Museum Guild; however, they had only recently received notice 
Uk»l biic it?^iux^ wfeio being cancelled and were given the 
nebulous reason that it had been cancelled due to information 
received that Dr. OVERSTREET was n pro --Communists 

Mra OVERSTREET stated she had brought the matter to the 
attention of Mr, L. B„ NICHOLS of the Bureau and it had been 
suggested that she report the matter to the Dallas Office. 

Dr, and Mrs. OVERSTREET came to the Dallas Office at Is 00 P.M^j^ 
11-22-5^* at which time they produced a letter sent by E L, $l> 
BRISTER, Attorney, Wilson Building, Dallas, Texas, dated ;i % 
11-6-54, addressed to the Walden Programs, Inc, A Algonquin t\ 
Hotel, 59 West 44th Street, New ^rk City, advising that their/ I* 
lecture on mental health before the Museum Guild of the Dallas/ J 



Health Museum, scheduled for 11-19-54, had been cancelled. 
No reason was given, however, for the cancellation Dr„ and 
Mrs, OVERSTREET stated they had endeavored through officials 
of the museum guild to determine the official reason for the 
cancellation, and finally had determined it was op the basis 
of an American Legion listing that they had appeared before 'en 
House Committee on Un-American Activities for questioning 
concerning donations and possible memberships in organiza- 
tions under investigation by that body. They mentioned that 
there had been a nebulous reference to the fact that the 
cancellation was due to information received from the FBI* 
They said they realized that such information was'.'totally 
unfounded*, but they desired to have it reiterated that the 
Bureau furnishes no information djCF anyone not legally entitled 
to same* Th£y>ere give^fhis -Very definite assurance, and 

fzz™* specifically in their Init&fiSe^ 
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Dr. and Mrs. OVERSTREET advised that they appeared before a 
group of Interested patrons of the museum guild at a specially 
called meeting the evening of 11-22-54, at which time they 
explained to this particular group the issue involved and the 
fact that they had received letters from the State Department 
and Mr. HAROLD VELDE of the House Committee In which they had 
been cleared of any previous stigma which might have been placed 
upon them by virtue of their appearance before the HCUA. 

Both Mrs. and Dr. OVERSTREET expressed their deep appreciation 
of the opportunity of discussing this matter with the Dallas 
Office and were particularly appreciative of the courtesies 
extended to them by Mr* L* B. NICHOLS of the Bureau. 

Mrs. OVERSTREET stated that It was her intention in the near 
future to communicate with Mr. LEE PENNINGTON of the American 
Legion, suggesting that It would be desirable for the Legion to 
bring up to date its list of individuals whom the Legion may suspect 
of UnAmerican inclinations and particularly to remove from such 
list those who have been given clearance by the HCUA and the 
State Department. 
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